Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



HO,. db, Google 



HO,. db, Google 



THE CRUCIBLE; 



TESTS OF A EEGENEKATE STATE. 



BRING TO LIGHT SCPPRESSKD KOPJIS, EXPOSE TALSE ONES, 
AKD CONFIRM THE TRUE, 



UEV. J. A. GOODHUE, A.M. 



%n Jntrciiuftion 

BY REV. EDWARD N. KIRK, D.D. 



BOSTON: 

GOULD ANr> LINCOLN, 



CeOBGE B. BLANCHARD. 
18G0. 



Hcssdb, Google 



Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 13r.9. hj 

GCUID AND LINCOLN, 

n ihe Clerli'a Office of tlie Dielriet Court for the District of MaeBochusel 



Hcssdb, Google 



PREFACE. 



The volume now offered to the reader is the result 
of no transient thought or feeling. The subject of 
which it treats has for years enlisted the author's 
deepest anxiety. In commencing, however, to ex- 
press his thoughts through the press, he contemplated 
only a brief article for some periodical ; but the 
subject so expanded under his hands, as to render it 
impossible to stop short of the present extended dis- 
cussion. 

Three classes of religious experience are here por- 
trayed in separate form, in order to exhibit a more 
distinct image of each, and enable the reader, with 
less liability of mistake, to determine to which his 
own experience belongs. To do this fairly, he must 
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PREFACE. 

test his experience, not by statements taken apart 
from their connection, bat as interpreted by the whole 
description. This remark is particularly applicable 
to the second part, the tone of feeling in which, though 
in appearance approaching very near to that of the 
third, of which it is the counterfeit, will yet be found to 
differ vitally from it. The self-distrusting and tender- 
hearted will, doubtless, feel afflicted by the perusal 
of this part, but will find their solace in the others. 
Though the discussion can be critically understood 
only by a comprehensive view of its three parts, yet, 
for practical purposes, either may be selected, to the 
omission of the others, according to the mental state 
of the reader. It is believed that each will be recog- 
nized as representing a distinct and actual experience. 
Whether they are rightly assigned, is submitted to the 
answer of all genuine Christian experience, and the 
Word of God. If the second part is not a faithful 
portraiture of closely, and, for the most part, success- 
fully counterfeited conversions, — which are commonly 
admitted to exist, — it is hoped that others will be 
incited to draw more truthful pictures, suggested by 
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wider observation and experience. It would be legiti- 
mate to expect that against this portion of the discus- 
sion the most common objection will be made, since 
in this direction error most prevails. 

The convictions of the writer are the product of no 
theory, except such as he has been forced to adopt 
from the teachings of the Scriptures and the facta of 
religious experience. It may be added, too, that the 
more widely his observation has extended, the more 
thoroughly have the positions which have been sub- 
mitted become established. He does not flatter him- 
self that, upon a subject so various as that of religious 
experience, his views will, in all respects, meet the 
approval of his brethren. If he knowingly diflers, it is 
only because love for the truth and for souls is stronger 
than desire for their approval. It is only asked that 
points of difference may be examined as seriously as 
they are submitted. 

In addition to kind suggestions and encouragement 
from many of his brethren, the author desires to make 
special mention of his indebtedness to Rev. Edward N. 
Kirk, D. B., who, in repeated interviews, has favored 



Hcssdb, Google 



PREFACE, 

the writer with the valuable results of his extended 
experience in this department of labor. 

Though this worls has been prepared under the 
pressure of deep and strong convictions, yet the 
author is not ignorant that the subject furnishes 
occasion for almost unlimited investigation. Nor 
does he claim to have arrived at such results as are 
still to be desired in this direction. If this humble 
endeavor shall be used by the Master to save men 
from self-deception, and advance the interests of genu- 
ine piety, or if it shall serve to incite others to a 
more just and adequate treatment of this too much 
neglected subject, it will subserve the end desired. 

(6) 
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INTRODUCTION. 



This work addresses itself to all serious persons, 
but particularly to those whose office requires them 
to guide and test the religious experience and hopes 
of others ; and even they who may not agree with 
all its positions, will find it worthy of tljeir serious 
attention. 

To facilitate the reader's progress, it may be ob- 
served that the discussion accords, in its scope and 
spirit, with Pres. Edwards's treatise on " Tlie Affec- 
tions," to which we may refer as a standard. The 
differences between them will be found in their im- 
mediate aims, sources, and modes of treatment. 
Starting from the common ground, that there is a 
real and a spurious conversion, they contemplate 
the subject from different points of view. Aiming, 
in common with Mr. Edwards, to prevent false con- 
versions, to confirm true Christian hope, and to pre- 
sent definite tests of regeneration in others, the 
writer of this essay had also in view a class of persons 
to whom the other makes little or no reference ; 
that is the class lie describes as having experienced 
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Xn IKTEODUCTION. 

an unrecognized conversion, and to whicli, probably, 
Mr. Edwards himself belonged for many years, as 
also Mr. Erainard, whose memoir he wrote. 

Li bringing the matter of regeneration to a prac- 
tical test, the two authors employ different methods : 
Mr. Edwards, to some extent, enters into the theo- 
logical elements of the subject ; considering those 
portions of it which lie back of all consciousness 
and observation ; such as the agency of the Holy 
Spirit, and those unconscious changes in our nature 
which that agency produces. But tliis essay is dis- 
tinguished by making consciousness the primary evi- 
dence of one's own regeneration ; the spiritual sense 
the primary medium of testing another's conversion ; 
and, auxiliary to both these, incidental peculiarities, 
which, however important, appear to have been over- 
looked by other experimental writers. 

Comparing the two treatises by their effects, there 
will probably also be found a striking contrast. 
Edwards's essay is almost universally discouraging 
to young believers ; and the reason seems to be, 
that he presents tests rather of sanctification than 
of regeneration — of mature life, rather than of in- 
fantile esistenco. He wrote rather from his own 
eminent experience, than from that of Christians 
generally, — which, unhappily, presents but little 
corresponding to Ms attainments. So far as his 
work aims to promote holiness, this is well ; but if 
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regarded simply as designed to test the existence of 
piety, it is so fai' defective. Mr. Goodhue has aimed, 
on the contrary, to hunt out the feeble, halting, un- 
developed life of piety, of which, for various reasons, 
so many examples do actually exist in the world ; 
and also to exhibit, as fully aa possible, the symp- 
toms of an ordinary regenerate state, for the con- 
firmation of the true behever. Some may, indeed, 
object to his carrying the regenerated person back 
to former and first experience; they would think it 
better to urge him to higher attainments. But, our 
author woiild reply, the fact is, you cannot get tlieir 
past experience out of their way. It has become, 
by perversion, a hinderance to their progress ; for 
they are constantly laboring to go through the first 
atf^es, which they have already passed. They want 
to get as new what can never bo new to them again. 
Tliey arc afraid to act as Christians, lest they should 
be hypocrites. They must know that their former 
exercises were Clu'istian, in order that they may ad- 
vance uiteiligently, confidently, and joyfully. And 
he considers it no small evil that such persons may 
do much injury unintentionally, by holding up some 
advanced stage of sanctification as a model for others 
in the stage of conversion. The cases are not un- 
frequent of persons directing inquirers, from their 
own experience, in a way which is painfully super- 
ficial and defective, however sincere. A person con- 
verted in early life, but not regarding himself as 
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conTerted, once met a clergyman, ■who gave him 
tliis direction : " Go to work as if you were a Chris- 
tian." He took the advice, and soon was filled with 
heavenly peace. But the evil in the case was, that 
he regarded that as his conversion ; and from that 
time his counsel to inquirers of all grades was, to 
go to work as if they were Christians — a counsel 
which ditfored widely from that call to repentance 
which takes for granted we are not Christians. It 
is a great evil to coufoimd the expansion of piety 
with its commencement — the fruit with the hlossom. 

Although this treatise is eminently practical, yet 
it involves principles of great importance, which 
have probably never yet received a due considera- 
tion. A part of the feebleness of the church con- 
sists in its having so much natural religion added 
to its fellowship — so much natural religion tliat has 
nevei been transmuted into spintuil religion. Per- 
haps on this account the book may meet opposition, 
and ftom none more stiongly than from those whose 
zeil IS foi numbers rather than for godliness, and 
tho'-o ^^ho regulate the admission of members to the 
church by social feelings and considerations, or even 
by the exercise of a natuiil judgment, lather than 
by spiritual tests. 

Tho discussion of this subject by the author is 
valuable, because, while he concedes to un regener- 
ate men as much religion as any of them claim to 
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possess, at the same time he clearly exhibits to them 
the fact that natural religion is not spiritual re- 
ligion ; that it is not that piety which God's spirit 
has formed, or which he will acknowledge as fitting 
its possessor for heaven. And these views have an 
increasing importance, as revivals of religion in- 
crease, because there will be a growing tendency 
to bring into the church multitudes who have gone 
no farther than to have their natural religious sen- 
sibilities quickened. Indeed, the first impression pro- 
duced, on hearing the third part of this work read, 
was that this is a timely discussion in reference to 
two classes — " tlio elders in Israel," and this com- 
munity generally, in which natural religion is so 
extensively confounded with godliness, and where 
the instincts of our apostate nature are taken by 
60 many for " fruits of the Spirit." 

The subject of "second conversion," here brought 
to view, is one demanding a thorough discussion ; 
and the author has fairly introduced that discussion. 

No one will question the simplicity and loftiness 
of his aim. Like his great predecessor, he has 
sought to attract and charm the reader, not by or- 
naments and glowing periods, but by clearly pre- 
senting the mighty theme in its own colors. 

For many years liis sou] has been burdened with 
what he considers a grand defect of the church — 
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the inability of Cliristians to discern suppressed piety, 
and to discriminate between the true and the false. 

And if any, on reading the first part, sliould fear 
that he is lax, lenient, and superficial, it may be 
suggested to them to suspend their judgment until 
the second part shall have been read. Indeed, a 
just opinion of the whole work cannot be formed 
until the third part has been read : it is the main 
portion of the discussion. 

In requesting this Introduction by one more exten- 
sively known than himself, the author asks for no pat- 
ronage to his person, or partiality to his book. He 
simply asks the servants of Christ to examine his 
views ; and, in compliance with his wishes, I simply 
and cordially say, they are worthy of a serious ex- 
amination. 

And may our glorious Lord bless the author and 
the reader, and employ this essay to advance liis 
kingdom. 

EDWAED N. KIRK. 
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UNKECOGNIZED EE6ENEKATI0N; 

FAITH WITHOUT HOPE. 
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UNRECOGNIZED REGENERATION. 



CHAPTER I. 

ASPECTS OF UNKBCOGNIZED KKGENEKATION. 

It is aweil-known fact that there are many professing 
Christians who do not know when they were converted.' 
They have been led gradually to believe they are Chria- 
tiaos, without reference to any change which they could call 
a new creation. Regeneration being an instantaneous work, 
it follows that they must have been in a regenerate state, 
in many instances, for a series of years, without its being 
so nnderetood by themselves or others. An eminently 
pious deacon, who has been an honored member of a Bap- 
tist church for forty years, writes: "I remember at nine 
years of age being much troubled aboat my sins, but noth- 
ing definite as to any change in my feelings. Yet I do 
remember when I felt much better, more happy, enjoyed 
prayer more. I never made known my feelings, and never 
supposed I was a Christian. I became acquainted with 
wild and wicked boys, and my serious impressions by de- 
grees wore off; and, till about thirty years of age, their 
return was rare as angel visits, I lived through several 

iThe term conversion Sensed for coDTeniencB, not In its strict, but popu- 
lar sense. It Is regenoralion, strlotly, we are about to discuss. 
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revivals of religion, and was very anxions, at times, to ex- 
perience a change of heart which should he bo manifest 
that I should never have oucasion to doubt. But, after 
all, I was obliged to go hack twenty-one years, gather up 
the little fragments of evidence, hring them before the 
church, and let them decide. Contrary to my expectation, 
they declared themselves satisfied to receive it as a Chris- 
tian experience." This is not a solitary case. Such exam- 
ples constitute a class of persons hy no means small. 

An interesting question now arises. If there is a class 
of Christians who have been in a regenerate state for a 
series of years without its being so regarded, is it not 
probable that, in every Christian community, there is a 
corresponding class still in this condition ? If so, are 
there no means by which they can be known and relieved, 
and the condition prevented on the part of othera ? It is 
believed that they may be known, and that a better under- 
standing of the aspects of the condition, its causes, its 
results, and the proper remedy, would subserve the desired 
end. 

We shall call the state unrecognized regeneration. The 
subjects of it are persons whoso religious character is a 
puzzle, and a source of constant perplexity. They have 
come to years of maturity under Christian influences ; 
they are often the children of pious parents; they may 
have been taught in the Sabbath School ; may be constant 
and seemingly interested attendants upon public worship; 
but never assume a decided position in matters of religion. 
In times of revival, and by particular providences, they are 
awakened, but nothing more. By some they are said to 
be gospel-hardened. To their friends they are a wonder 
and an anxiety. To most, it is strange that they should 
be the subjects of so much pious influence — be brought so 
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near, but never enter, the kingdom of heaven. To a few, 
most intimate with them, hut not venturing to express the 
opinion, they seem to be Christians in all but the name. 
Their apparent condition is that of being almost per- 
Buadcd. 

This is their outward history. Their inward history is 
unwritten. Were it known, it would be found to be pecu- 
liar, exceedingly varied and distracted, and mostly of an 
unhappy nature. They are strangely sensitive to the 
providences and claims of God. They are penetrated with 
a lively sense of their personal sin and guilt, and great 
un worthiness. They sometimes pray, especially in afflic- 
tion ; but, for the most part, prayer is neglected. At times 
they partially enjoy prayer; but oftener it is a burden; 
while its neglect is a source of pain. They have a high 
perception of the nature and value of true religion ; but 
never think lliey are Christians, though greatly desiring to 
be such. They can neither enjoy reli^on, nor abandon it. 
They are sensible that they are wicked, yet dare not ask 
or hope for forgiveness. Their ideal of the Christian char- 
acter sui-passes human attainment. 

We cite, as an example, the case which first arrested the 
attention of the writer. It was that of a lady, thirty years 
of age, of sound mind, and an honest regard for religious 
things. She stated that no Christian had conversed with 
her upon the subject of religion for fifteen years, yet she 
betrayed an apprehensiveness of spiritual things truly re- 
markable in an unconverted person under no special re- 
ligions awakening. To the inquiry, whether she had at any 
time been made the subject of religious impressions, she 
replied that she had not. This seemed incomprehensible, 
that one should be so tender and perceptive spiritually, 
without having been awakened. It being uj-ged that she 
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must have had religious exercises, she acknowledged that 
ivhen young she became excited in a revival; but added, 
that it amonnted to nothing, and soon passed away. Yet 
her exercises proved to possess all the features of a gen- 
uine Christian experience. She had never formed the 
habit of prayer. When urged to commence it, and trust 
the promise of God, she reluctantly resolved to attempt it. 
Soon, without additional convictions, she became hopeful 
that she was a child of God ; and has since manifested 
a grow ing Christian character, yet not essentially unlike 
what she had possessed from her early youth. 

This will suggest to every Christian minister many per- 
sons in respect to whom he is constantly anxious and per- 
plexed, and a solution of whose reli^ous condition would 
be truly grateful. The hypothesis submitted is that they 
are in a regcncrateil state, which is unrecognized by them- 
selves and others. 

The first of the several aspects of this condition we 
shall call unconscious regeneration. Tlie declaration of 
many persons, that they do not know when they were con- 
verted, implies that at the time of conversion they were 
unconscious of any religious exercises. But this supposi- 
tion is not warranted in the large majority of cases, if it is 
in any. We are not prepared to assume that such a 
change as that of the new birth is ever experienced with- 
out a consciousness of some religious exercises. 

The example first adduced assumes this general form. 
The individual would doubtless say, that he never knew 
when he was converted. Yet the idea cannot be that at 
that time he was not conscious of any religious exercises, 
lie says: "I found myself often in the fields, and other 
retired places, trying to pray. I remeniber being much 
troubled about my sins ; remember when I felt much bet- 
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ter, enjoyecl prayer more." The meaning, therefore, of the 
statement is, that while he was conscious of religious ex- 
ercises, he did not suppose be had become a Chiistian, 

This ia doubtless the true explanation of most, if not all, 
similar examples. In many cases we cannot obtain evi- 
dence that the persons were conscious of all the exercises 
commonly connected with conversion, though in almost 
all cases a consciousness of some of them is discoverable. 
To meet the case of Christians who believe they never 
had any conscious religious exercises in conversion, which 
we do not know to be impossible, we have introduced the 
supposed aspect of unconscious regeneration. 

The second aspect is unobserved regeneration. The sup- 
position here is, that the person, though not unconscious 
of religious exercises, yet takes no observation of them. 
Were his attention called to them, he would perceive that 
an important work was being wrought. They are like the 
evaporation of water, or the gradual infection of the at- 
mosphere, of which, though not unconscious, we tako no 

This aspect differs from the former, in that the one is 
supposed to be a process which cannot be observed, while 
the other may, but is not. If any given cases are regarded 
as belonging to that class, the qnestion would arise whether 
they should not be referred to this. 

The third aspect Is unremembered regeneration. To this 
class belong those instances in which the process was not 
an unconscious one, nor unobserved, but had passed, with 
many other mental phenomena, into oblivion. Instances 
of this kind differ from the last, in that the unobserved 
cannot be recovered to the mind, while the unreraerabcred 
often can be. The former have left no trace behind, and 
are lost; the latter, having left their footsteps, can be 
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retraced. The unobserved could once have been saved 
from perpetual oblivion ; many of the unremembered can 
be still. Frequent examples which might be supposed to 
belong to the first and second classes, if examined, would 
be found to take their plaec under this ; or some of the 
exercises of any given case may belong to one class, and 
some to another. 

In this class of cases persons may be assisted by other 
Christians, in many instances, in reviving their exercises. 
In the second example cited, the individual declared it 
was so long since they occurred, that they had been for- 
gotten; but, upon being interrogated, she was able to 
recall the outlines of a Christian expeiience. One who is 
conversant with the phenomena attendant upon regenera- 
tion, the order and circumstances in which thcj commonly 
occur, will be able essentially to aid in the recowry of 
experiences which otherwise would never be restored. The 
recovery of one exercise leads to another, until most or all 
are recalled, — enough, at least, to prove that all existed. 

The fourth aspect is unidertUJied regeneration. In this 
state the individual is not unconscious that a change has 
been wrought; it is not unobserved, nor forgotten, but is 
unidentified as the cb.ange desired. The exercises consti- 
tute an important era in the history of the person, but he 
never supposes that from them he must date the beginning 
of his spiritual life. 

Cases of this class are numerous, if we include those 
Christians who have always regarded the process of ob- 
taining evidence that tbey were Christians as the process 
of regeneration, which are by no means identical or simul- 
taneous, but are often widely separated. During the inter- 
val, of course, the persons must have been in % state of 
unidentified regeneration. Multitudes of intelligent Chris- 
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tians are of this number, regarding their conversion and 
their indulgence of hope as simaltaneous, while they are 
separated by perhaps a apace of years. 

The fifth aspect is unacknowledged regeneration. This 
is that of unidentified regeneration, advanced a step nearer 
to recognition. The individual has had inward impres- 
sions and outward intimations that his exercises may have 
constituted a work of grace, but has cultivated the habit 
of refusing to acknowledge them as such. He sometimes 
wonders whether it may not be so; but, when interrogated, 
positively disclaims it. In this class there is even an un- 
willingness to accredit what evidence exists that they are 
regenerate persons. They express themselves confidently 
and positively. They know they have not been convcitcd. 
They think it absurd to raise the question, and utterly 
useless to examine their exercises to ascertain whether 
they give evidence of a change. It seems to them as use- 
less as it would be to raise the question whether they may 
not even now be saints in gloiy, and about as much an 
insult to their reason. This is the farthest extreme of 
unacknowledged regeneration, which exhibits many shades 
of variation. Its central idea is a decided unwillingness 
to acknowledge having been converted, or to entertain the 
thought. 

The difference between this and former aspects is, that 
in this the persons have had some evidence that they are 
Christians, while in the former they have had no such ap- 
prehensions. In this, evidence is resisted ; in those, it is 
simply wanting. In both, the fact of regeneration is de- 
nied, but with more of vehemence in the latter case, in 
order to resist affinnativc intimations and impressions. 
The more strongly such intimations are presented, the 
i;:ore vehement becomes the denial. All reasoning %o- 
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wards a favorable conclusion from the nature of their 
exercises, is met with reasoning in the opposite direction ; 
all liglit thrown in upon their understandings is lost in 
clouds and diikness Having been enlightened by tlie 
Spirit, they hi\e spiritual weapons with which to contend 
against their on n internal impressions, and the intimations 
of othei-8. Their prevailing disposition is utterly to con- 
demn themselves, to disown all their exercises, and deny 
the existence of any source of encouragement. 

Abundant individual examples illustrating this aspect 
of unrecognized regeneration might be cited; but a single 
one, of an extreme nature, must suffice. A lady, thirty 
years of age, having previously been made a subject of 
grace without entertaining hope, upon being awakened 
anew by the sudden death of a friend, came to regard her- 
self as being in a most reckless and lost condition ; as even 
given over to hardness of heart, and a reprobate mind. 
Her statements were of the most contradictoiy nature. 
She declared that she had no feeling ; she could not shed 
a single tear; she had no interest for herself whatever; 
no sense of sin, or of her lost condition, and no desire to 
be a Christian. Tet her feeling was of that unutterable 
kind which finds no vent in tears. Her interest for her- 
self was so intense, that, though in perfect health, she be- 
lieved she was about to die, and in a few days be finally 
and forever lost. Her lost condition was so deeply real- 
ized, that she conceived herself to be in the very jaws of 
death and hell. Upon subsequently obtaining evidence 
of acceptance with God, she was obliged to refer her real 
conversion to a date fifteen years previous. 
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AT tills point the question will arise, What reason la 
there to suppose that the class of persons under consid- 
eration are regenerate pei'sona? The answer to this ques- 
tion must be deien-ed until we shall have considered, in 
its several aspects, the causes and results of unrecognized 
regeneration. We shall treat first, and mainly, of regen- 
eration as being unrecognized by the subject of it; and 
secondly, of its being unrecognized by others. 

1. Vnconsciotts Megeneration. — If a state of uncon- 
scious regeneration is a possible or actual condition, it 
must be accounted for upon the supposition that the mind 
is capable of undergoing important changes unconsciously; 
that the soul is the subject of many phenomena, which 
are so electric and subtle thit we iic incapable of observ- 
ing them, and that our mental SLnsitnencsi is not suffi- 
ciently delicate to warn us of their existence' It must 
be supposed, too, that among these pheoomeni is that of 
the new birth, — the most iinpoi't'int of all mental changes, 
— and that this may occur m so silent ani hidden a man- 
ner, and in such harmony with the natural woikings of the 
mind, as to elude the consciousness 



1 For a dlscnsBlon of the possibility of unclergoine mental changes 
unconsciously, see Sir William HamiiWa's Loctntes, Vol. I. Lect. XVIII. 
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If tliere are pioua pei-sons who never had any initial 
experience of religion of which they were conscioas, — not 
an experience which they did not observe, but one which 
they could not observe, because uneonsciooa of it, — this 
is the only possible solution of the case. Sometimes per- 
sons of this description seem to think that their regenera- 
tion was gradual; or that, being very religiously inclined 
from their earliest recollection, they have somehow grown 
up by degrees into true piety. But the doctrine of grad- 
ual regeneration, or of a naturally pious tendency which 
only needs to be cultivated, is deserving of no sympathy. 
The assertion that many Christiana do not know when 
they were converted, should be so guarded as to avoid 
conveying such an impi'ession. Nor are we warranted in 
encouraging the supposition of unconscious regeneration, 
even with tlie solution which has been offered, since f^cts 
do not appear to demand it. 

An eminently pious gentleman, who was accustomed to 
say that he had from his earliest recollection been very 
religiously disposed, and that he could not point to the 
era of his conversion, upon being questioned concei-ning 
his earliest religious impressions, was able to recall, at tlie 
age of eight, first, deep convictions of sin; then the loss 
of those convictions, and a quiet state of mind ; then occa- 
sional seasons of darkness and gloom, and subsequent ten- 
derness of conscience in regard to offending God. He 
had no I'ecoIIection of any special peace, or happiness, or 
enjoyment of prnyer; although, at that time, these, and all 
the essential features of conversion must have existed, — it 
being the only point at which any outlines of an initial 
experience could be discovered. Whether he was uncon- 
scious of the essential exercises which he coiikl not recall, 
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or did not observe, or afterwards forgot tbem, cannot be 
known. 

2. Unobserved Regeneration. — We are by no means 
accui-ate observers of all that transpires within us. Mental 
and moral phenomena are often experienced in so brief a 
period, as to liave transpired ere there is time to note them. 
We pass from one mental state to another so silently, that 
we do not observe the transit nor the change. Occupied 
with the new condition, wo do not realize that we are not 
the same we were an hour ago. So it may be with the 
exercises attendant upon regeneration. 

The naturalness of the work is another reason why it 
may be unobserved. The Holy Spiilt, in changing the 
heart, operates in perfect harmony with the workings of 
the mind. Its delicate machinery suffei-s not the slightest 
inteiTuption or derangement. A man is never more free 
than when, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, he 
becomes a disciple of Christ. He is so free that he is 
conscious of no divine inte imposition. Hence his attention 
is not turned to the process, as anything extraordinary; the 
natui-al idea being, that an extraordinary effect must be 
contrary to nature, and not in harmony with it. 

The intensity of the work is another cause of its being 
unobserved, A work of grace, at the highest point of its 
intensity, so penetrates and absorbs the whole man, that it 
is not possible he should be simultaneously a subject and 
an inspector of it The powers of reflection are merged 
in the change which the soul is undergoing. In regenera- 
tion, the sinner is in the solitary presence of a sovereign 
God, and when in that presence he recognizes no other. 
The guilty creature, adjusting his case at the bar of an 
offended God, cannot at the same time make a record of 
the proceeding; he cannot be criminal and recorder at 
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the same august tribunal. The work of i-egeneration, 
therefore, Dot only may, hat musl be unobsei'ved while it 
is being performed. Observation is taken, and reflection 
made upon it only subsequently, by at least a brief space. 
This being so, circumstances may conspire, as we shall 
see hereafter, to protract this space to a longer or shorter 

Another cause of unobserved regeneration is, that it 
ordinarily occura in early youth, when the mind is unac- 
customed to take note of its own phenomena. On this 
account, the liability that the change will remain unob- 
served is greatly increased. In childhood, too, tbe exer- 
cises are not upon so lai^e a scale as in adult age. In 
consequence of these causes combined, it would not be 
strange if the phenomena attendant upon regeneration in 
childhood were not so observed as afterwai-da to be re- 
called. 

3. Unremembered Megeneration. — We do not retain 
in our memories all the events of our inward history. 
Sometimes the most important pass into oblivion, while 
the more trivial abide. Only such remain as are deeply 
engraven upon tbe mental tablet. Wbuther they are thus 
engraven depends not upon their actual importance, but 
upon our conception of it. If the event of regeneration 
be not understood, then, with others which slightly impi-esa 
us, it may be forgotten. Occurring, as it does, to a lai^e 
extent, among the young, the ignorant and obscure, and 
being also mysterious in its nature, it would not be surprise 
ing if its infinite moment shodd sometimes fail to be ap- 
prehended. The precious pearl may fall into concealment 
in the midst of mental rubbish. It may glitter at tbe first, 
but soon become tarnished and defaceil. Had the at- 
tention been called to the exercises, their peculiarities 
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pointed out, and explained to be the signs of spiritual life, 
tliey miglit have been saved from a long forge tfuln ess. 
The orphan baa forgotten the countenance of his departed 
parent, because he did not realize that it would ever be to 
him, of all the world besides, the face of faces. 

4. Uhidentijied Regeneration. — The apostle John says; 
"He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witness 
in himself." So also Paul, to the Romans; "The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the chil- 
dren of God." Through what causes, then, is it that the 
subject of 3 work of grace may be conscious that a change 
has been wrought in him, and have observed and retained 
it in his memory, and jet not ident fied t as the chi ^e 
desired? An ans\ e equues a b ef account of tl e w t- 
ness of which John sj.eaks Thi maj be cons le el as 
consisting of two pa t wl i b we shall call the s bject e 
and objective. The suljecti e w tne s cons t« of i 1 ect 
impression, or assurance, produced in the soul of the 
believer by the Holy Spirit, to the effect that ho is born 
of God. This assurance is mysteriously wrought into the 
consciousness, through the exercise of the mental and 
moral faculties. Its design is to impart a living sustenta- 
tion to the hope of the believer, which shall support him 
amid all unfavorable indications. 

In the first place,' we do not know that it is God's 
pleaaore always to give the witness, in this form, simul- 
taneously with the believer's act of faith. We cannot tell 
but that, in csceptional cases, he may have purposes to 
accomplish which shall require him to withhold, for a time, 
this assurance. He perfectly adjusts the economy of grace 
to the varied condition and disposition of every individual, 
and may see that it is best, in some instances, to adopt a 
soul into his heavenly family, and make him an heir to the 
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society of saints and angels, withont at once apprizing 
tim of it. It may !>e to subserve the purpose of greater 
dependence, more thorough hiiiuilitj' or repentance, or to 
qualify the individual for a peculiar service. 

In the second place, we remark that the witness, in the 
form of direct assurance, may be given, but the testinnony 
in great part suppressed. This may be caused by the 
imperfect working of our mental faculties. In conse- 
quence of some jar or disturbance among them, or their 
sluggish action, the influence of the Spirit may not find so 
free access to the soul of the believer, as to create and 
sustain a confidence that he is prepared for a glorious 
immortality. A self-dLstrusting and unhopeful mental 
temperament also frequently contributes to the same effect. 
This is often strong enough to remove every gleam of 
hope that is shed upon the soul. It induces a mental 
habitude of despondency and gloom, which presents, in 
many cases, an insuperable barrier, humanly speaking, 
against the gentle inworkings of the Holy Spirit seeking 
to bear witness with the soul that it is boi-n of God. 

Another cause of unidentified regeneration may be found 
in the supposition that the witness is sometimes misunder- 
stood. We have thus far spoken of a direct, inwrought 
assurance. This has no connection with the understand- 
ing. The feeling of hope produced by it is an essential 
part of the new being. It is simply a living, spiritual con- 
sciousness of oneness with Christ. The witness, in this 
form, has no need to be comprehended. That which is 
liable to be misunderstood consists of those feelings created 
in the soul by the Holy Spirit, which, when reflected upon, 
or put upon the stand and interrogated, may be regarded 
as bearing witness to the believer that he is born of God. 
Ofthese there are two classes, — first, those spiritual graces 
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ivhich are the fruits of regeneration ; and secondly, those 
feehngs which aie inciltniil ^nd pcculiai- to the Christian 
state The foimei miy be called the charactertsHcs, the 
lattei the signs of legenei itioD These, especially the 
latter, ire li ible to be misunderatood. Every miuister of 
the gjspel finis peisons in exeiuse of Christian feelings, 
witbout any idea tbit such la tbeir character. When in- 
foiraed that the fcehogs they possess are common to all 
true Chnatians, and never attend int upon an unrenewed 
state, the announcement is leceued as incredible. 

Nor IS theie any absurdity, but, on the other hand, a 
peifect natunlncss in the supposition that such may be 
the case It mi) lefult through man's natural misnppre- 
hension of spnitual things Chiist was not seldom un- 
known bj the men to whom he presented himself. "Ho 
came unto bis own, md bis own received him not." He 
■was oitLn unieco^tiizcd bj 1 is 1tsci\>l.es, wlien m pei-sonol 
iiitereoiirse with them Jacob, at Eethel, said, " The Lord 
is in this place, and I knew it not" The subject of regen- 
eration, though well instiucted in religious things, invaria^ 
bl) findu the Chiintian state to be quite diverse from his 
previous conception IIeni,e, when he first comes to the 
exercise ot Chiistian feeling'., he ordinarily discredits tlfem, 
tiiey aie so unlike his mtnial ideal; and for a brief period 
be con(,ei\ es of himself is having gone back into a state 
woi'se than the first. Sometimes, rather by way of excep- 
tion, be receives confidence at once, proceeding from the 
fact that bis condition is so new and unanticipated ; but 
soon, from the same cause, be plunges into the depths of 
doubt and despondency. The soul must become some- 
what used to its new kind of life, before it can acquire 
the habit of relying upon it as the life desired. It is dis- 
abused of its fiilse conceptions only with the greatest diffi- 
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culty. Indeed, it is never perfectly done in this world. 
Our Saviour had constantly occasion to remove from his 
disciples their carnal notions of spiritual things. 

This originally false conception of the spiritual graces 
may abide with the newly-converted soul for a period of 
time, greater or less, according to the tenacity with which 
it has been held; and especially may it be so if the 
subjective witness be withheld or suppressed. 

This misapprehension is, however, quite as likely to 
exist with reference to what w e call the sitjns, as the char- 
acteristica of regeneration. There are certain exercises of 
mind, incident and peculiar to the Christian state, which it 
is natural dhould be misconceived. This arises from want 
of instruction and information in regard to the peculiari- 
ties of the inward Christian character. The true Christian 
has many feelings which he is ashamed of, and ought not 
to possess. Hence he discloses them with reluctance, and 
only as duty requires. The pievailing view, therefore, of 
the peculiar mental states of the Christian is a dispropor- 
tionate one. Greater prominence is given to their happy 
and inviting aspects, than to those of an opposite char- 
acter. The fact, for instance, that the Chnstian is ordi- 
narily penetrated with a sense of personal sin and guilt, 
does not hold so prominent a place in the expressions of 
Christians as in their hearts. Such a sense of sin is an 
essential feature of a regenerate state. It is one of those 
feelings which, if put upon the stand and interrogated, 
will bear witness to the believer that he ii bora of God, 
But the fact is not adequately understood. So deficient is 
the common impression respecting it, that young Chris- 
tians are often alarmed because they possess this feeling. 
TSiey understand it as witnessing against and not Jbr 
them. So, also, with the believei-'s painful sense of his 
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sbort-eotnings in all spiritual attainments. This foeling is 
a symptom of a regenerated state, while at the same time 
it conduces to suppress the hope of the believer, and, 
■when combined with other causes, often docs it eifcctually. 
When regeneration occurs, as it ordinarily does, in early 
life, tlie youthfulness of the subject contributes to the 
same result. If the subjective witness, which does not 
require reflection, be suppressed, then the objective, which 
does require it, is likely to fail of being understood. Of 
the examples in illustration of this aspect of unrecognized 
regeneration, most are instances of conversion in very 
early life. Conversion has been unidentified by these 
persons, from the want of a discernment of their exercises 
by othere, and of suitable encouragement and instruction, 
especially as to their own experience. In numerous in- 
stances it proceeds from the reluctance of parents to 
encourage their children, when very young, lest they 
should be deceived. In some instances it arises from 
positive discouragement, when the child is inclined to 
hope. In general, the cause is want of encouragement, 
occasioned by the difficulty of discerning the minute exer- 
cises of young children, and by their natural reluctance 
freely to express to their parents their religious feelings. 
An example representing this class, is that of a lady wbo 
bad remained in a state of unidentified regeneration from 
the age of twelve to twenty-six. At that early period she 
was the subject of religious impressions ; but, on account 
of ber youth, her mother feared to encourage her. Hence, 
possessing the self-distrusting and humble spirit of every 
new-born son!, and naturally thinking that her mother 
knew better than herself whether she were a Christian, 
she regarded her exercises as of no account, and remained 
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for fourteen yeai-s waiting, in vain, to receive a new 
experience. 

5. Unacknowledged liegeneration. — Regeneration in- 
volves enlightenment as to one's own character, and all 
spiritaal things. It produces also thorough honesty, great 
humility, and entire self-distrust. These combine to ren- 
der a work of grace unacknowleilged by the subject of it. 
They so completely penetrate the soul as to oppress tho 
witness struggling to bear its testimony, and also to over- 
balance the other graces of faith and trust in Christ. They 
are so prevalent, and hold such dominion in the heart, thnt 
the testimony of outward observers as to the spiritual 
state of the individaal is of no avail. The various fea- 
tures of the new man are out of due proportion. The 
graces which look self-ward are too strong for those which 
look Christ-ward. The fomier, unbalanced by the latter, 
assume a morbid action. All the symptoms which exist 
in the case are unfavorably interpreted. Out of deep sin- 
cerity and self-cnlightenment produced by the Spuit, an 
extreme fear of self-deception arises. This feeling, unre- 
strained by trust in Christ, assumes unlimited sway in the 
soul. It forbids all acknowledgment of renewal by the 
Spirit until every shade of doubt is removed ; and this 
intensifies shades into the darkness of night. 

Sometimes this feeling assumes the form of a desire to 
be thorough, which is cherished by the individual as of 
supreme importance. He must be so tiiorough, that to 
advance becomes impossible. Or, if advancement should 
occur, it would be unacknowledged as such, unless he 
realized in it his ideal of thoroughness. 

This condition has various shades of positiveness. The 
graces are less unevenly balanced in some cases than in 
others. In all instances, wliile no influences from without 
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is self-f perpetuating and self-strengthen- 
ing. The longer it continues, the more confirmed it be- 
comes. The greater the growth, the greater the dispro- 
portion. The nioi-e the habit of discrediting Christian 
feehngs is cherished, the more difficult it is to abandon it. 
The state ia ordinarily entered into, fi-om causes which 
have been mentioned, in early youth, and grows with the 
peraon's gi'owth to perfect maturity. 

In many instances the subject of unacknowledged re- 
generation is deeply aw.akened at the recui-i-eace of every 
revival through which he passes. He makes a serious and 
honest effort to realize his ideal of a Chi-istian character, 
bat in vain. These repeated, unsuccessful efforts to become 
a Christian, not only react upon and confirm his belief 
that he ia not a Christian, but tend to produce a belief 
that he never can be. 

In other but rare instances, the individual resorts to 
ple.TSU re-seeking, to irreli^oua society, apparent hostility 
to religion, fauit-finding with Christians, with the provi- 
dences of God, and the doctrines of the Bible, — all to 
stifle the monitions of his quickened conscience. He man- 
ifests, also, seeming opposition to revivals of religion, the 
basis of which ia not hatred of true religion, but rather 
envy of those who possess it. His opposition to revivals 
is ai-oused, not because of his conviction of their useless- 
ness and mischievousness, as he alleges it is, biit because 
he caimot, with others, be a sharer in the benefits which 
he ia conscious they confer. 

The consideration that he resorts to pleasure-seeking, 
to iireligious society, and that he opposes revivals of re- 
ligion, which he supposes ia based upon actual hatred of 
them, reacts upon his belief that he has never known the 
grace of God. It does so naturally. Having been spirit- 
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tially enlightened, he has a lively sense of tbe exceeding 
■wickedness of these things; and this produces a deep con- 
viction that he is in an iin regenerate, if not a reprobate, 
state. The supposition that he is not a Christian, has 
caused him to elevate his standard of piety above the act- 
ual into the ideal. This gives to his religious sense an un- 
restrained and morbid action, which assists to remove 
beyond the region of the possible the idea of his being in 
a regenerate state. Thus it is that when this state has 
been once induced, it perpetuates and confirms itself. 

An instance illustrating tlie self-perpetuating nature of 
this condition is that of a gentleman, forty-five years of 
age, who gives evidence of having been renewed at the 
age of fifteen. From that time, accoi-ding to bis confes- 
sion, he has been almost constantly the subject of deep 
and strong religious emotions. Repeatedly, in times of 
revival, he has been openly an earnest seeker of salva- 
tion. Pious friends have prayed with him and for him, 
and still his condition remains the same. His exercises at 
the age of fii^een exhibit all the appearance of a genuine 
work of grace. Hia apprehension of spiritual things is 
apparently as profound and clear as that of the most intel- 
ligent and devoted Christians. His sense of his sinfulness 
and lost condition without a Saviour, possesses a thorough- 
ness seldom witnessed. No self-righteousness or self-re- 
liance is to be found in hia feelings. He has oilcn been an 
agonizing suppliant for salvation, both in public and in 
private ; and yet the idea of his having been converted, 
is rejected as repugnant and absurd. His feeling of 
sinfulness and unworthiness has become so dominant in 
his mind as to prevent the recognition of his being al- 
ready in the hands of a compassionate Saviour, His re- 
pentance seems to be truly profound and sincere, without 
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the least conception that he has been forgiven. Tlie 
graces of faith and hope are cruslied by the dominion of 
conviction of sin and of self-condemnation. The one class 
of feelings, by long-continued exercise, have become so 
strong, and the othei-, by as long-continued neglect, have 
become so weak, that the perpetuation of the condition, 
without some special divine intei-position, seems inevitable. 
His sense of his utterly lost condition has so increased as 
to cause him to demand a more exalted wort of grace to 
meet his necessity than it is the privilege of mortals ever 
to receive. The experience which he conceives he must 
have, to warrant the belief that Jie baa been renewed, is 
such as no Christian would profess to have enjoyed; and 
his conception of this experience has become the more 
vivid with every successive, and, as he supposes, fruitless 



lUttfttvatioaa of the "iaaftes which. \iro(luce and perpetuate 
a condition of unacknowledged regeneration in its milder 
degrees of positiveness, might be given, but space will not 
allow. 

The assertion that persons in a state of unacknowledged 
regeneration sometimes resort to pleasure-seeking, to irre- 
ligious society, to fault-finding with Christians and the prov- 
idences of God, and even assume, for a time, an attitude of 
hostility to religion, will be received with distrust by most, 
and perhaps rejected by many, as absurd and injurious to 
true religion. The position, therefore, from which the 
statement is made must be fully apprehended. Such a 
declaration would not bo warranted were not the convic- 
tion of its truthfulness produced by the force of irresisti- 
ble facts; nor would it be made were it not believed that 
its proper understanding and use wdi subserve the well- 
be iog of many souls. 
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There is nothing in the position to disparage the power 
of the gospel, and nothing contrary to the supposition that 
such pel-sons arc in a regenerate state, which ia unaeknowl- 
e<5ge<I ; but, on the other hand, we find in it an ai^ument 
for both. It shows that true rehgion, even when unrecog- 
nized and unacknowledged by the possessor of it, and con- 
sequently when its force is greatly impaired, has yet sufii- 
cient power so to qiiicken man's conscience, and the de- 
mands of his religious nature, as to put him forever more 
in a state of disquietude until the monitions of conscience 
are obeyed, and these demands met by a hearty embrace 
of the gospel. The individual resorts to pleasure-seeking, 
not because his regeneration, though unacknowledged, has 
so Huh effect upon him, but because it has so much. It 
creates a felt want in him which spiritual things only can 
supply. He seeks to satisfy it in other ways, but in vain. 
His renewed nature allows him no satisfaction till he 
comes back and seeks it at the same source that had 
power to produce its renewal. 

This is according to the testimony of those who have 
been in this condition. A gentleman having had such an 
experience for several years, says of himself : "I resorted 
first to the reading of novels, with which to satisfy myself, 
but in vain ; then to works of the most solid and instruc- 
tive kind, with the same result. I did this, too, under a 
sense of guilt, knowing that tnie religion only could ever 
satisfy my wants, the truth of which has been fully 
proved." The case of a lady is present to the writer's 
mind, who sought to suppress the uprisings of the new life 
within by endeavoring, through the aid of infidel writers, 
to destroy in her mind the authority of the Bible, upon 
the ground that it contained inconsistencies in its state- 
ments. She declai'ed it coutradicted itself, and she did 



Hcssdb, Google 



EXAMPLES. 41 

Bot believe It was true. But the assertion was made in a 
manner indicating that she was stung to the heart hy a 
quickened conscience, whose power she was attempting to 
resist. A gentleman, also, who is now an influential mem- 
ber of a Christian church, relates at length his experience 
as having been of this peculiar kind, from the age of 
twelve to thii-ty-three. He represents himself as having 
been driven by the nnackn owl edged spiritual cravings of 
his soul to endeavor to satisfy himself with the doctrine of 
Univevsal Salvation, with Infidelity, Atheism, and irreli- 
gious society, until he was obliged to return for peace to 
the soui-ce fi'om which he had departed. 

We have said, also, that there is nothing in the position 
to invalidate the belief that such persons are in a re- 
generate state. The departures from a proper Christian 
course which have been cited, are not so serious as many 
instances of transient apostasy recorded in the Scriptures, 
even by inspired men. It will be said that David and 
Peter quickly came to repentance. The testimony of this 
class of persons, also, is that they have had no peace until, 
sooner or later, they were constrained to do the same. 
They have, also, no internal disrespect for true religion, 
even where the attitude of hostility is assumed. We cite 
the case of a lady who, though reli^ously educated, ap- 
peared for several years to be an opposer of re li^ on. She 
confesses that all the while she had a lively internal sense 
of its worth, and of her guilt in not embracing it. The 
appeals of the gospel always had a particular claim upon 
her. When her husband was converted, she felt that she 
could no longer endure his society. Tet she confesses, 
upon a review of her feelings, that she had no dislike of 
true religion, but a real desire to possess it ; and that her 
seeming opposition was simply dissatisfiction and disquiet 
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1 ehc could not secure the treasure which othera 
were obtainine. 



We shall present now some of the reasons why regener- 
ation is often unrecognized by others than the subject of 
it. The first is, that a change of heart is not in all cases 
accompanied by a corresponding change in the outward 
life. So far as morality and an external regard for reli^on 
are concerned, there is, in many instances, no occasion for 
outward change. This is the case with children, among 
whom unrecognized regeneration commonly occurs. It ia 
often felt that when they are converted they ought to be- 
come men and women, instead of being Christian children. 
Parents frequently look for too much evidence in the out- 
ward life of their children, and regard too little their 
change of feelings. They are, almost unifoi-mly, fi'om the 
influence of natural affection, either too rea<Jy or too reluc- 
tant to credit their conversion. They imagine that con- 
version will at once remedy all the defects of previous 
parental discipline, and prevent farther trial with them. 
They not nnfl-equently require them to manifest more of 
the spirit of religion in the family than they exhibit them- 
selves. If this is not realized, their conversion is unae- 
knowledged, and greater evidence is desired. The feelings 
of the child being thus crippled and discouraged, the de- 
sired change does not appear. 

Sometimes the conversion of the young is put to tests 
unduly severe. From fear of self-deception, all encourage- 
ment to profess religion is withheld until they shall prove 
their ability to mdntain a more godly life without the aid 
of a pi'ofession than mature Christians do with it. The 
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result is, that they ai'e luirecognized hb being Christians, 
their new life ^ oppressed, aad the evidence they exhibit 
becomes less and less. 

This occura in times of revival. Even when the utmost 
watchfulness is exercised, the young and the naturally 
retiring will come in the press behind and touch the hem 
of the Saviour's garment, unrecognized by all but the 
Saviour hiiuselt There is a tendency, also, to accredit 
conspicuous conversions, and discredit the opposite. Other 
things being equal, the more conspicuous they are, the 
more credit they obtain, though on that account no more 
deserving. 

The want of a well- cultivated discernment of the re- 
ligious characters of men, is also a reason why regeneration 
is unrecognized. If sole reliance k placed upon the phe- 
nomena of the outward life, the work of grace will often 
occur unobserved. With the young, the retiring and ob- 
scure, the observation must be directed to the feelings of 
the heart. To be able always to discover the workings of 
the Spirit among such, requires a facility for ascertaining 
the temper of the heart when the channels of communica- 
tion are veiy imperfect. 

Another reason why regeneration is not recognized by 
others is, because it is not recognized by the individuals 
themselves. If a person does not claim to be a Christian, 
he is not commonly regarded as such, especially if he in- 
sists that he is not a Christian. Every truly converted 
person has at the first a reluctance, arising from self-dis- 
trust and sense of unworthiness, to profess having been 
converted. If this reluctance prevaDs, the person is passed 
by as still unrenewed. , 

Another reason why regeneration is unrecognized by 
othei-s is, that it is not always accompanied by the cx- 
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ternal fvulta, aacli as professing religion and performing 
its outward duties. That such fruits should be looked for, 
is legitimate. But the cases we are considering are excep- 
tions. If the fact that one is born again is not recoguized 
by him, then we should not expect him to act as if he 
recognized it, but should anticipate a suppression of the 
proper fruits. This suppression of the fruits reacts unfe- 
vorably upon the inward life, and this, in turn, dirainishea 
the fi-uits, and so impairs the outward evidence. If a per- 
son does not regard and treat himself as a Christian, but 
as being still unrenewed, and if he is so regarded and 
treated by others, it must hinder rather than nurture and 
develop his Christian growth and activity. 
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OF U NEE COGNIZED REGENERATION. 

The consequences attendant upon unrecognized i-egen- 
eration can be appreciated only by a distinct apprehension 
of the condition, and by pei-sonal labor with those who 
are Buffering from it. They vary according to the aspect 
of the case. Common to all its aspects is a dwarfed con- 
dition of the new creature, the loss of Christian happiness, 
gi-owth, and usefulness, and, in many instances, the casting 
of doubt, gloom, and feai- over the subsequent Cbi-istian 
life. 

One of the results not least to be lamented, is, that from 
this source proceed false and practically injurious senti- 
ments respecting Christian experience and the chara*;ter 
of unconverted men. For example, relief from this con- 
dition, which, from an apparent similarity, is commonly 
regarded as conversion, is, in a large proportion of cases, 
gradual, characterized by no marked exercises of mind. 
The individual is a Christian already, in all but merely 
taking to himself the name. There is, therefore, simply 
a gradual transition of the mind to a state of conscious 
trust and repose in Christ. This causes Christians to re- 
mark that regeneration is sometimes a gradual work, as in 
their own experience. The fact timt tliey suppose they 
became Christians gradually, without any severe mental 
straggle, causes unconverted men to hopi; to do the same, 
which prevents their earnest Si 
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In other instancea, the transition from an unrecognized 
to a recognized state of ]-egcneration is more sudden and 
marked, but wanting in a growing conviction of sin. The 
individual has been convicted already. The process con- 
sists now chiefly in a struggle, often severe, to surrender 
himself into the hands of Christ, to be disposed of accord- 
ing to his mercy. This ^ves rise to the erroneous and 
injurious sentiment that converaion may take place with- 
out conviction of sin. 

Those also who regard their transition to a recognition 
of their spiritual state, and to a consciousness of trust in 
Ciirist, as their initial experience, conceive of all their pre- 
vious history as being of an unrenewed character. This 
occasions false views of an unregenerate condition, and 
inappropriate treatment of unconverted persons. They 
are regarded as being penetrated with a sense of pei-sonal 
sin and need of a Saviour, and as requiring only to be 
invited and urged to accept of Christ. They are taught 
that there is no need to wait for conviction. They must 
simply resolve at once to foreake their sins, and serve 
Christ, and do it deliberately, as they would undertake any 
■worldly business. The error is, that they conceive the 
condition of unconverted men to be the same Tidth that 
of themselves when in a state of unrecogniied regenera- 
tion. They suppose them to possess the same spiritual 
power to comply with these directions, while they are yet 
dead in sin. 

Such labor with unconverted men is either ineffectual, 
or results in false conversion. When directed to persons 
in the unrecognized state, it often prodnces what is sup- 
posed to be conversion, and on this account is thought to 
be suited to the unconverted. These effects of unrecog- 
nized regeneration arc widely spread. Two classes of 
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are erroneously regarded as converaion. The 
one are fjlhe expenences, which this kind of treatment is 
calculated to ]iroduce when applied to unconverted per- 
sona ; the other are those which constitute the transition 
from an unrecognized to a recognized regeneration. The 
result is a diveraity of Rcntimont as to the legitimate phe- 
nomena of conversion, and the proper means to be used 
for securing it. 

Not unfrequently persons having gradually come to a 
recognition of their regenerate state, and understanding 
from reason and Scripture that regeneration is not a grad- 
ual change, are harassed with anxiety and fear lest they 
Iiave never experienced a genuine work of grace. 

These are some of the general I'csults of unrecognized 
regeneration. That aspect upon which most unhappiness 
is attendant, and which is most to be deplored, is the 
unacknowledged state. There being in this the nearest 
approach to recognized regeneration, the Christian life 
has more maturity than in the others, and suffers greater 
abuse. The internal witness demands a hearing, but is 
positively refused. The testimony of others, also, is 
rejected. Christ, in his grace, has redeemed the sinner 
and made him his; but he persists in disowning the re- 
lation. In this he sins against light, and sufTei's corre- 
spondingly. 

The subject of unacknowledged regeneration haa a pro- 
founil conviction that he is hell-deserving, mitigated by 
no ray of hope or trust in an atoning Saviour. He can 
neither enjoy the dead calm of indifference and hardness, 
as do the unregenerate, nor the sweet and lively peace of 
penitence and forgiveness, as do those in a healthy regen- 
erate state. He is in the position of a bui-dened, anxious, 
hopeless sinner, constantly being slain by the law, but 
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never mntle alive in Christ. The Proviclence, the Worf, 
and the Spirit of God, all combine with his own conscience 
to declare his condemnation, while he sees in them no 
atonement, and no redemption for his guilty soul, Ke 
esteems Christ, and the expiation he has made for sin, as 
being good, but inapplicable to him. 

One of the most unfortunate results of this condition is 
the difficulty with which relief from it is obtained. Any 
new and marked experience which might serve as the basis 
of present evidence and liope, is inadmissible. Tlie person 
must fall back upon evidence already received, which he 
is especially unwilling to do. He has solemnly and re- 
peatedly resolved that he will never cherish the slightest 
hope upon the low ground lie now occupies. He must 
have new light, an irresistible demonstration that he is 
born of God. But this is impracticable. He cannot re- 
ceive sudden and striking evidence, and with the greatest 
difficulty can he be induced to cherish that which is feeble, 
that he may obtain stronger. He is like a young tree, 
which, having for a long time been bent to the ground, 
cannot easily be made to grow erect. 

The subject of unrecognized regeneration is one whose 
inner being has been quickened by the Spirit, He differs 
from the unregencrate in that he is not hardened and 
indifferent, but possesses a nature deeply sensitive to spir- 
itual things. His conscience has a peculi.ir keenness of 
edge and of action. The natural stupefaction and de.ad- 
ness of soul, caused by sin, are broken up. He has been 
endowed with spiritual sight, and sees deeply his need of 
salvation by Jesus Christ. The disclosure which has been 
made to him of his inward corruption, and the just dis- 
pleasure of God, constantly agitates the depths of his soul. 
His inmost being is pervaded with a sense of guilt, and is 
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greatly disqaieted, not only by his own conscience, but by 
the providences, the government, the Word, and the Spirit 
of God. Such a man cannot be simply respectful to re- 
ligious things, like the unenlightened. His agitated nature 
will impel him to some kind of religious action. 

In the state of unacknowledged regeneration, this in- 
ward compunction induces a melanehoiy seriousness, and 
repeated eti'iiggles for delivei-ance and peace. In the 
other states, in some exceptional cases, the person is im- 
pelled by the same cause to an opposite coui-se of life. 
He seeks for peace, by striving, not to obey, but to stifle 
the dictates of his quickened conscience. He tiies not to 
hearken to the utterances of God, which are constantly 
falling upon his ear from within and without, but to silence 
them. The result is, he lives a life of contention with 
God and the monitions of his own enlightened nature. He 
betakes himself to apparent opposition to religion, to im- 
moral practices and irreligious society, not because he 
despises things that are good, but to quell the commotions 
of his troubled soul. Thus he lives on, in utter abandon- 
ment of religious things, except as he is impelled, by the 
disquiet of his quickened but unadjusted nature, to oppose 
them, until, being unable to maintain the contest longer, 
he is brougJit, by some particular providence, and by the 
Spirit of God, to cease tlie strife, and yield himself to 
Christ in a sweet submissiveness unfelt before. 

An instance in illustration is that of a lady, already 
mentioned as endeavoring to suppress the uprisings of the 
new life within, by seeking to find out inconsistencies in 
the Bible. When afflicted by the death of a child, her 
heart rose in opposition to God's dealing in the event. 
She declared it was unjust. He had no right to deprive 
her of her child. She could not and would not endure it 
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But her opposition, too keen to be continued long, was 
800Q broken, and melted into the sweetness of complete 
submission, which resulted in a public profession of religion, 
ber ori^nal experience being referred to a period seven 
years prior to these events. 

It may be asked bow sucb a manifestation differs from 
that of an unconverted person under like circumstances. 
A parallel instance of an unconverted mother afflicted by 
the death of an only child, will illustrate. Instead of that 
distinct, keen perception of the band of God dealing with 
ber in the event, and that sharp scrutiny of his justice, 
which indicated a more than natural sense of the divine 
sovereignty over the guilty creature, this uni-egenerate 
mother turned herself about in a natural manner, to see 
by what means she might, ere long, he prepared to meet the 
child. Her firet concern pertained to her relation to the 
child, and not to God; while, in the other ease, it was 
the opposite. In the one instance, the end aimed at was 
a matter of selfishness ; in the other, it was one of right 
and wrong between God and the creature. The one case 
indicated spiritual ignorance and indifference tO the divine 
purpose; the other, great light and keen sensitiveness. 
The result, in the former instance, was submission and 
peace with God; in the latter, a fruitless issue of t!ie 
blind and selfish effort to be prepared to meet the child. 

Frequently these opposite results, assuming, from the 
same cause, at one time the form of opposition to God, 
and at another that of earnest seeking of him, are com- 
mingled together. Conscious unrest impels, now to one 
course, and now to the other. The strong man armed, 
and the stronger than he, are both striving to sit upon the 
throne. There is warfare, but no victory. The graces of 
the gospel and their opposites — loving and hating, seek- 
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ing and rejecting, believing and denying, praying and 
opposing — are constantly ai'rayed against eatih other. 
The individual has in himaelf all the forces and unhappy 
consequences of a most orderless and unsuccessful warfare, 
which makes him, to Christian observei-s, a puzzle, a source 
of inexplicable perplexity and anxiety. 

In this peculiar frame there is less despair of an adjust- 
ment of the moral forces of the soul, than where they are 
all combined in a false direction. In such a case, the indi- 
vidual employs in vain all his powers to realize his ideal 
of what it is to be a Christian. His sky is covered from 
day to day with unbroken cloud and gloom. But in these 
examples, black clouds and gleams of sunshine, wind and 
linn, are mingled together in utmost confusion. But the 
result is a speedy clearing up of the moral heavens into a 
cloudless and sunny firmament, 

"We record here, in illustration, the instance of a lady, 
at the age of twenty, who had been in the unrecognized 
state for seven years, but had now come into that particu- 
lar phase of it just described. Possessing naturally marked 
peculiarities of mind, and being in a peculiar religious 
condition, her manifestations of feeling were of the most 
complicated nature. She gave expression at one moment 
to feelings, with reference to spiritual things, most revolt- 
ing and absurd, and at another evinced an uncommon 
apprehension and tenderness. Her mind was filled with 
unbehef, objections, and obstacles, which were made to 
appear the more hideous, because illuminated with occa- 
sional glearas of spiritual light. It seemed as if Satan 
himself were putting forth his last efibrt to retain domin- 
ion of the soul, against the strivings of the Spirit of God. 
Though she gave expression to feelings such as to dissi- 
pate all hope, yet the traces of spiritual light and suscep- 
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tibility which were mingled with them, produced the 
conviction that such a state of commotion must soon find 
a happy termination. So it was. As the contrary forces 
of tide and tempest agitate the ocean, and produce its puri- 
fication and tranquillity, so the conflicting and raging ele- 
ments of her soul soon wrought out the puiity and peace 
of forgiveness and reconciliation with God. 

A state of unrecognized regeneration is not a normal 
and healthy regenerate condition. Its results are, in gen- 
era!, of an unhappy nature, its influence being felt in 
various ways throughout the subsequent Chiistian life. In 
many instances, however, it is overruled for good, being 
used as discipline for securing the person's advancement 
in holiness, and his qualification for eminent Chiistian 
seiTice. It has been remarked that transition fi'om this to 
a recognized state of regeneration is commonly regarded 
as original conversion. This transition is not always 
effected at once. Sometimes a partial relief occurs, sufii- 
cient to enable the person to profess rcli^on, and perform 
Christian duties, while yet his enjoyment is impaired, in 
consequence of the nnhealthinesa of the previous state. 
This sometimes continues through life, and sometimes is 
followed by another experience, which has been called a 
" Second Conversion," or the attainment of a " Higher 
Christian Life,'" 

• A volume recently issued, antitlod the " Higher Christian Lift," is de- 
voted to a discussion of this experience. While the volume contnans much 
that is stimulating, and otherwise useful to the Christian, It appears to 
view the subject of whieh it treats fVom a false position. What the auilior 
calls "second conversion " — not meaning by it a second regeneration — is 
treated as If It were a legitimate experience soperindnced upon a healthy 
regenerate state, constituting a higher Christian life, attainalile, cither grad- 
ually or suddenly, by all. The representation is, that ore element of salva- 
tion is expertcoted in original conversion, and another equally Important 
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The proper view of this experience ie, not that it is 
legitimate and necessaiy, nor perhaps that it deserves, in 
all respects, to be called a higher Christian life, but that it 
is compensatory, rendered necessary by a previous un- 
healthy or imperfect experience, and hence constitutes a 
higher attainment when compared with the previous con- 
dition, but not necessarily so when compared with a uni- 
formly developed Christian charncter. The sudden devel- 
opment of a particular feature before suppressed, may give 
to it unusual prominence, while the character, as a whole, 
may not be unusually developed. 

In regeneration, the person becomes a new creature in 
Christ, though upon an infantile scale. He has the begin- 
ning of a well-proportioned Christian character. The 
germ of all the graces is there, — the germ of trust in 
Christ for sauctifi cation, as well as trust for justification. 
It is impossible that one should be produced without the 
other. A consciousness of cither may be wanting, and 
hence its growth, through lack of cultivation, be sup- 
pressed, and the new creature become disproportioned. 
Trust in Christ for eanctlfication, may be more liable to 
this than trust for pardon. Circumstances may conspire 
to suppress this feature, while the others are developed. 
Subsequently, influences may combine to cause this previ- 

in second conrersion. In the first, the sinner troBts in Christ for jnslifica- 
tion, in tbe second for sanctif) cation. 

That sach examples of CliriRtiaii experience occur, is not questioned. 
The Direction to (he view talten of them by the author cited, is, that It pre- 
sents tbe Christian character out of its due proportions, by giving to this 
featare of experience too prominent importance, and thus depreciating the 
original and only conversion. It is objected, also, that it represente the 
original work of the Spirit in conversion as incomplete, and the introiluc- 
tloa of an entirely new element subsequently as essential. 
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ously suppressed grace to veiict from, its confinement, and 
come foith into unusual prominence. 

In unrecognized regeneration, the whole character is 
suppressed. In the case of unacknowledged I'egen oration, 
of long continuance, deliverance is liable to be delayed 
perhaps during life, and the injury never compensated in 
this world. In less confiiTned stages, and in other aspects 
of the unrecognized state, reaction into a happy condition 
more frequently occurs. In such cases it is easy to con- 
ceive that the subsequent growth may become more vigor- 
ous, in consequence of the previous depression. Conscious- 
ness of trust in Christ for justification being more easily 
attained than that of trust for sanctifi cation, this feature is 
likely to be recovered first from its oppressed condition ; 
or the recovery of the two may be simuitancous. The 
restoration of the former is commonly regarded as original 
conversion, and the restoration of the latter, "second 
conversion," while regeneration is prior to them both. In 
such cases, the result of this unusual spiritual discipline 
may be an uncommon Christian attainment, especially in 
the direction of trust in Christ, 

One cause of this, in unrecognized regeneration, is the 
fact that the first experience being unmarked by any 
recognized crisis, the person is obliged to base the evi- 
dence of his conversion preeminently upon faith, and not 
upon sight. Sipce he cannot fall back upon a marked 
initial experience to sustain his hope when weak, he is 
compelled to derive his evidence, to a greater degree than 
usual, from the constant presence of Christ, as would be 
better for those also who have been favored with a marked 
original conversion. There is, however, no uniformity in 
these exercises. All ex])eriences are subject to great 
variation. 
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Facts show that unrecognized regenerntion often results 
in the happy experience which is sometimes called " second 
conversion." A case in point is that of a gentleman who, 
having experienced religion at the age of eight, without 
recognizing the fact, spent a series of years in trying to 
settle the question whether he had ever been bom again. 
Not being able to determine it by reference to the past, 
nor by obtaining a new and diverse experience, he was led 
by the Holy Spirit to resolve to leave that question ever- 
more with trod, and rely for his evidence upon a life of 
daily hnmiliation and penitence, trust in the atonement of 
Christ, and devotion to his cause. And the result is, entire 
fl'eedom from doubt, and such a uniform and heavenly 
peace of mind, in trusting in the mercy of God through 
Jesus Christ, as is rarely attained.' 

• The examples oiKd in the volume mentioneiJ above, of persona who 
hare experienced " second conversion," appear to be, originally, cases of 
ttarecognlzed ret;eneration. Jonathan Edwards was, doubtless, converted 
In his boyhood, at a time of revival in his father's congregadon, lliough 
he did not indulge hope for several years afterwards, and only as he 
attained to new experience. The reliitious history of Martin Luther con- 
tains evidence that the divine life ivas begun in his soul at the age of eigli- 
teen, though he did not recc^ize it nntil, in GUbsequent years, he hud 
attained to a new and more marked experience. The exercises attendant 
upon his non'oir escape fVom death by the thunderbolt, do not bear the 
marks of original conversion, bat rather of the first stage of bis transition 
from an uncecogniied to a recognized and healthy regenerate state. At 
this time he obtains a eonscioosness of trust in Christ for justification, 
and at a subseqaent period, for sanctllication. The author of the " Higher 
Christian Life" regards the occasion of the tbunderbolt as the time of his 
original conversion, and the latter occasion as hia " second conversion; " 
whereas, his real conversion had, doubtless, taken place prior to the first 
event. The error, which is a common one, consists in r^^rding his com- 
ing to a full consclonsness of his regenerate state, as the point of convei^ 
eion. Edward Payson is mentioned as having experienced "second 
conversion," jnst l)efore the close of llfte. His was originally a cose of 
unrecognized regoneratioTi, which may have been instrumental, in part. 
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Andrew Fuller seems to have afforded an example of 
unacknowledged regeneration, — having had intimations 
of his conversion, but rejecting them, and refusing to ac- 
knowledge himself as having been bora again, until he had 
attained to a high degree of sanctifi cation, through the 
iostrumentality of a subsequent marked experience. By a 
simiiai- discipline, God seems to have qualified John Owen, 
Thomas Halyburton, and numerous others, for the emi- 
nent service to which they were called. In harmony with 
these examples of "second conversion," bo called, those 
which have como under our observation, are uniformly 
instances of originally unrecognized regeneration. 

The view to be taken, therefore, of unrecognized regen- 
eration, in its connection with this happy experience, is, 
that while it is not a condition, to be desired, yet, like 
affliction, it is sometimes overnjJed, and perhaps appointed 
of God, for a special end. What is unfortunately called 
" second conversion," also, is not a legitimate or possible 
experience in a healthy regenerate state, but is compensa- 
tory in its nature, or a resultant from a previously sup- 
pressed condition, and is commonly, if not always, con- 
nected with unrecognized regeneration, — since the causes 
which suppress one grace are likely to suppress another. 
A legitimate and healthy experience, doubtless, consists of 
a uniform development of all the Christian graces, in the 
proportions in which they are origunllj j roduted by the 
Spirit in regenei ition 

of the E'ooro wh c'l pervaded his Chri tun hfr whili it did not prevent 
his usefulness, bot was perhaps ovemtleil and eren designed for Its pro- 
motion. God may haie seen that this disupline was neceisarv to Iii3 
eminent service, and hence allowed him to attain to a. cheerful view of 
himself jast at the close of life when his labors were (tone Similar 
remarks are applicable also lo Baxter James Brainerd Taylor and Ade- 
laide Newton. 
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This question must now be considered : What evidence 
is there that this class of persons are in a regenerate 
state ? It is to be remembered that they ai-e not supposed 
to be in a healtiiy regenerate state, but in one which is 
1 for the want of nutriment and culture. Hence 
a cannot be so full and clear as where there is 
a healthy and growing Christian life. The condition is 
exceptional, and not one which God designs man should 
ever occupy, except as he ordains all things that are. 

First, we remark, that an unrecognized regenerate state 
is a possibility, involving no absurdity, while abundant 
causes exist for producing it. And, moreover, we should 
expect just such plienomena to be attendant npon it as are 
exhibited. 

Secondly: These persona are thoroughly enlightened 
as to their sinfulness, their helplessness, and their need 
of salvation by Christ. They have a perception of spir- 
itual thbgs, which harmonizes with that of all Christians, 
This is one of the signs of a renewed condition. " The 
natui-al man recciveth not the things of the Spirit, .... 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discei-ned." These, then, are not natural men. 

They are not only enlightened, but, for the most pai-t, 
are humbled and penitent. Thoy possess a tenderness of 
spirit, and sensitiveness to religious things, not common 
to the unrenewed heai-t. Nothing is more evident than 
that their natural pride has been bowed, though at times, 
as with every Christian, it reacts and rises again. It is no 
more true that they are sinful, and neglectful of duty, and 
sometimes disobedient, than that they are penitent on ac- 
count of it. This is the universal testimony of those who 
have for any length of time been subject to tliis condi- 
tion, even such as have been at times rebellious. The 
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pangs of guilt and sorrow have followed hai-d npon the 
footsteps of disobedience. Their natural hai-dness and 
stupidity are removed. The fallow ground of their hearts 
is hroken up from its lowest de]>ths This is their pei-ma- 
nent condition and one nhidi cinnot be predicated of un- 
re^enente men The minis of these ne\et settle down 
mto natunl stupidity and mlifference The uniform tes- 
timony of the untecognized is thit they «ire susceptible 
of religious impressions at all times , are nln ays stirred by 
Christian exhortation and appeals, and by the preaching 
of the gospel ; and are repeatedly anxious in seasons of 
revival, which, for a scries of years, is not the case with 
unregenerate men. If awakening does not soften the soil 
of the heart, it hardens it. 

Thirdly : Their lives, in most cases, correspond with the 
supposition that they are renewed persons. In a very large 
proportion of examples they possess as much of the spirit 
of the gospel as most professing Christians. Where phe- 
nomena of a different kind exist, they may be as well ac- 
counted for as can many unfavorable appearances in the 
lives of acknowledged Christians, 

Fourthly; They create the same peculiar response in 
the hearts of others that is awakened by the Chris-tian 
state, accredited as such upon common grounds. This re- 
sponse is elicited, though the judgment in regard to them 
is confused by other causes. 

Again : When such persons are brought into a healthful 
Christian state, the process does not in all respects bear 
the marks of original conversion. It is commonly mis- 
taken for it, but is essentially unlike it. It is better under- 
stood upon the supposition of a previous unrecognized 
regeneration. In some cases, the process involves no 
marked change; in others, the exercises are not so deep 
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and strong as would otherwise be expected ; iu others 
they are strangely violent, and of unexpectedly brief dura- 
tion. There is no growing conviction of sin. There are 
no new convictions in kind. E«iicf is obtained differently. 
It conies rather in the form of renewed consecration to 
God, than of original brokenness of heart, submission, and 
acceptance of Christ. There is more of the creature's 
action, and less of the display of God's sovei-eignty. In 
the one case, the iDdividual deliberately and earnestly 
resolves to come to Christ, to tmst him and serve him; 
in the other, he is brought to Christ in a way that he 
knows not. When the subject of unrecognized regenera- 
tion is brought out of that condition, he manifests, also, 
greater maturity, more spiritaal knowledge and strength, 
than would be expected in case it were his real conversion. 
In many instances, also, persons of this class have more 
striking evidences of their conversion than do the newly- 
converted, wh h t f tb permanently from the 
doubts to wl h tl p 11 J young Christians, are 
commonly St bj t Tl p tite of unrecognized re- 
generation is p t d by 1 confidence. In short, 
it is accordm t t! f m feasion of such persons, 
when they h m 1 tb cises, that at that time 
they had no t I h tb views or feehngs. It 
is a change ly I & 1 persons also, in after-life, 
most commonly are in doubt about this as being their con- 
version. They think it possible they might have been con- 
verted before, yet conclude to disown it. Besides, at some 
period in their former lives, exercises having an appear- 
ance of tnie conversion are, for the most part, if not al- 
ways, discoverable. 

Finally: This is confessedly a peculiar religions condition, 
and one which, it is believed, can be accounted for only 
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upon the liypothesis here submitted. It differs from that 
of unrenewed men in general, and from what the Scrip- 
tures call an enlightened, but reprobate etate, to which 
some of its features have a seeming correspondence. It 
is evident that these persons are not among the reprobate, 
because tbey possess tenderness of heart, humility and 
penitence, and are also frequently, and doubtless always, 
eventually, brought into a healthful Christian state. And 
moreover, it is believed that this hypothesis will not only 
explain all the peculiarities in the case, but also furnish 
a key to the legitimate phenomena of regeneration, which 
Is greatly to be desii-ed as the means of reducing to unity 
and harmony the diversity of sentiment which exists in 
regard to the proper features of conversion, and the means 
to be employed for securing it. 
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' PNKECOGNIZED EKGENEEATION. 



In considering the remedy to bo applied, to this nn- 
Iiealthy religious condition, we shall inquire as to the 
moans of preventing it, and then as to the means of 
its removal. So far as means for preventing it exist, we 
i-fmarlc that they lie chiefly in the hands of the religious 
guardians and teachers of the young. The state of un- 
leeognized regeneration ordinarily originates in the con- 
version of children, and commonlj- in times of revival. 
It is the tendency of the multiplied fecilities for the re- 
ligious instruction of the young, to increase both the nura- 
})er and the earliness of early conversions. The result is, 
that, of all the real conversions which occur, a larger pro- 
portion take place in youth and childhood, at the present 
time, than ever before. It has been shown that children, 
when truly converted, are less likely to make it known 
than adults; and that their convci-sion, for a variety of 
reasons, is more liable to be overlooked by others. 

The causes of unrecognized regeneration among chil- 
dren, are found in the characteristics of childhood, and 
in the nature of true conversion, and will always exist. 
ITo improvement of their religions education will prevent 
it. The prevention is to consist chiefly in tbo apphcation 
of instruction and encouragement at the time of conver- 
sion. Nor can these be applied subsequently with the 
same effect. If they are withheld just when most needed, 
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their loss can never be repaired. We do not mean that 
young persons, when first converted, need to be informed 
that they are Christians. This would be inappropriate, 
and worse than useless. They require to be nurtured in 
accordance with the fact that they are infants in the king- 
dom of grace. This necessitates the cultivation of a care- 
ful discernment of an initial experience, as it exists in chil- 
dren and youth, combined with a closer watchfulness over 
the feelings of the young at the time of their interest in 
religious things. So safe a judgment cannot subsequently 
be formed as to whether a change has taken place. 

The rcmeffy of unrecognized regeneration pertains to 
the treatment appropriate to those who are still in this 
condition. But the question will first arise, how these 
persons may be known. To this it is answered, that they 
may be known by their peculiar language. All Christians 
speak a peculiar language, but these a peculiar dialect of 
it. They may be as readily distinguished, both from un- 
converted men and from professing Christians, by their 
language, as Christians are from unconverted men. The 
chief peculiarity which modifies their expressions is their 
belief that they are not converted. This is common to 
all persons of this class. If they are interrogated, or if 
it is intimated that they may have been converted, their 
belief assumes the form of a positive denial, made in a 
tone of peculiar sensitiveness. They have deep feeling 
about it. When asked if they do not desire to be Chris- 
tians, they answer that they do not know as they have 
any special desire; or, they do not think they have much 
desire; or, they have not such as they ought to have. 
They freely acknowledge that they ought to be Chris- 
tians, but do not think they ever shall be. They do not 
think religion is for them. If interrt^ted about former 
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exercises, they disclaim haviDg had any, or such as were 
of any account. They had convictions when quite young, 
and were for a while interested ; but their convictions 
soon wore o£f, and their interest died away. 

These expressions differ from the language of uncon- 
verted men. They acknowledge that they are not Chris- 
tians, but do not assert it with so much positiveness and 
depth of feeling. They think they do desire to be Chris- 
tians very much, and at some time they shall he. They 
have always intended it, and have thought a great deal 
about it, but have neglected it. When they have a more 
convenient season, they mean to attend to it, and become 
true Christians. 

The reason which persons in the unrecognized state 
uniformly give for not believing they are Christians, is, 
that they do not live like Christians. If the su^estion 
is made that they may have been conveiled in early life, 
they declare positively that it is not possible they should 
have been converted and have lived as they have done. 
The idea is revolting to their spiritual sense. This feeling 
these persona retain after being brought out into a recog- 
nized state. They have been so long accustomed to look 
upon their previous life as unregenerate, that it is almost 
impossible for them to change their views. 

These remarks will suffice to assist somewhat in identi- 
fying this class of persons. A safe judgment, however, 
can be formed only by a minute acquaintance with their 
entire religious history. Personal experience and obseri'a- 
tion, moreover, are requisite to furnish facility in detecting 
this peculiar religious condition. The subject will be pre- 
vented also from awakening false hopes in the uncon- 
verted. If a peraon, not having hitherto indulged hope, 
is inclined to think that possibly he may be in the unrec- 
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ognized state, this will be proof that he is not so ; since 
those who are in this condition uniformly disown it, Xor 
is the case at all apphcablc to those who have once in- 
dulged hope, but lost it. 

Many individuals of this description arc brought into a 
state of spiritual healthiness, in times of revival, under the 
same treatment that is applied to unconverted persons, 
this being well suited to cei'tain aspects of this condition. 
Others pass through repeated revivals withoat any happy 
result beyond a new awakening, because of their need of 
treatment specially suited to their peculiar state. Not 
unfrequentiy, also, God uses affliction to accomplish this 
result ; but this often loses its appropriate effect, for the 
want of being accompanied by a special application. 

Proper treatment will vary according to the state in 
which an individual may be found. In many instances 
of simply unidentified regeneration, the person is, to all 
intents and purposes, a Cliristian, except that be does not 
so regard it, and of coui-se does not profess it. What he 
needs, therefore, is to be led to look upon himself as being 
in a regenerate state, and act accoi'dingly. This is usually 
best accomplished by instructing him as to the nature of 
his religious exercises, showing that they are of a spiritual 
character, that his peculiai- feelings are the feelings of all 
true Christians. He has not been accustomed so to regard 
them, and wUl be suiprised, on a comparison of his feel- 
ings with those of acknowledged Christians, to discover 
their similarity. This will give him a new view of him- 
self; and he will gradually come to cherish hope, and be 
ready to perform any known duty. Any means by which 
such persons can be persuaded to take upon them the 
duties of a Christian, will be of seiwice. Sometimes it is 
necessary for them to begin to act like Christians, to pro- 
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dace a feeling that they are such. The action begets evi- 
dence, and tJien the evidence and the action stitngthen 
each other. They may therefore be urged to make a pub- 
lic profession of religion without delay, since the longer 
it is deferred the more reluctant they wdl be to perform 
the duty. To exhort and pray with an<l for such persons 
as if they were unconverted, ser^-ea only to promote the 
feeling that they are not converted, which stands directly 
in their way. 

In other instances of merely unidentified regeneration, 
there eeems to be needed, and often occurs, a renewed con- 
viction of sin, humbling of pride and submission to Christ, 
the exercises being frequently even more deep and strong, 
though of shorter duration, than in the first experience. 
This occurs where there has been long neglect of personal 
religious duties, such as secret prayer and attendance upon 
the means of grace ; also where there has been departure 
from a proper mode of life, apparent opposition to religion, 
and a resort to irreligious society or immoral practices. 
Hence appropriate treatment in these cases will be mostly 
similar to that which is adapted to unconverted persons. It 
differs from the last described, in that no intimation should 
be g^ven to the individual that he may previously have 
been converted. He should be led to see his sin, espe- 
ially what light be bas rejected and privilege abused, 
which wUI be the prominent features of his convictions. 

One important element should be introduced into the 
treatment of a person in this condition, which is not ap- 
propriate to an unconverted state. He should be urged 
to a committal of himself to one final struggle for his 
salvation, which, if it do not succeed, he will expect to 
be bis last He should be led, if possible, to resolve to 
commence an effort whicli must continue till he finds or 
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is lost. He should be persuaded now, once and forever, to 
cast his eoul upon tlie mercy of God, through Jesua Christ, 
lie win be reluctant to make the committal, and will, per- 
haps, repeatedly decline ; but the point must not be yielded. 
If it bo gained, there is ground of confidence in a speedy 
and happy result. There is special reason to believe that 
the Spirit will ase the means, because God already has the 
soul in charge. A woi'k has been begun whieb must be 
completed. This will be felt by one who labors with such 
an individual, as it is never felt with regai-d to an uncon- 
verted person not specially under the Spirit's influence. 

This is presented rather as an illustration, than as a rule 
to be followed. It cannot be determined beforehand, in 
any given case, precisely what treatment would be appro- 
priato. Treatment appropriate to one case would not be 
to another, and what might be successfully employed by 
one person could not by another. We have presented the 
illustration, because such treatment has in many instances 
been attended with happy results. 

One thing in connection with this subject must be men- 
tioned in passing. It is, that many of the representatives 
of this class of persons are in a condition which encourages 
pei-sonal labor with them at any time. Some need to be 
brought under the influence of powerful religions awaken- 
ing. But many are at all times in a position well suited to 
constitute the starting-point of a work of grace amonc a 
people. They have constantly within them the germs of a 
revival. If these are developed, and the individual brought 
into a recognition of bis regenerate state, it has the effect 
upon others of a real conversion. Special labor with un- 
converted men under ordinary cireamstances, does not nec- 
essarily give promise of success. We may secure from them 
pledg-es and promises, but shall not have such a guarantee 
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of their fulfilment as exists in conneetioa with the persons 
under consideration. 

It remains only to speak of the treatment appropnate 
to those who are in an cstreme state of unacknowledged 
regeneration. And here we confess our ignorance of the 
means best adapted to their relief. Thej- seena to baiSo 
all efibrts put forth in their behalf. No revival is suited 
to their case ; for they are already deeply, and even mor- 
bidly, awakened to a sense of their lost condition and need 
of Christ. New awakening only confirms their unhappy 
condition. All prayer, instruction, encouragement, and 
labor, they turn to their disadvantage. Their morbid state 
converts everything it feeds upon into nutrition for its own 
unheal thiness. If they are regenerate persons, they will 
be saved at the last; but whether they shall ever be 
brought into a healthful Chiistian state in this world, and 
by what specific means, we have yet to learn. We know 
not but they may die as they are, and, like the righteous 
in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, be welcomed into 
the kingdom prepared for them fi'om the foundation of the 
world, while denying their preparation to be the recipients 
of such a heavenly boon at the hands of a gracious Sa- 
viour. We leave them at the disposal of a Being whose 
judgments are \msearchable, and hia ways past finding out. 
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PART II. 

TJNfiECOGNIZABLE fiEGENEKATION; 

nOPE WITHOUT FAITn. 
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UNRECOGmZABLE REGENERATION. 



CHAPTER I. 



ASPECTS OF UNEECOGNIZABLE 

It has been already stated that there are many profess- 
ing Christians who do not know when they were con- 
verted. It is added now, that there are also others who 
do not know they never were converted. The former 
were said to be in a state of unrecognized regeneration. 
These are the subjects of what we shall call unrecogniza- 
ble regeneration, it being the opposite of the former, — the 
one being true regeneration taken for false; the other, 
false taken for true. We shall use the term unrecogniza- 
ble as conveying this idea, denoting a merely assumed 
regeneration supposed to bo recognized as genuine. This 
is an uni e cognizable regeneration. 

The persons who compose this class must be distinctly 
borne m mind "We do not mean all who believe they 
are Christians, and are not; but only those who, without 
sufficient ciube, suppose themselves to be such upon an 
evangelical basis They are not intentional deceivers, but 
self deceive! They are naturally honest, but spiritually 
hypocritical ■ They think they are Christians, not know- 

' For the distinction Ijetwccn natural and spiritual honesty, see Tliird 
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ing that their piety is feigned. Nor do they think so un- 
wittingly, merely cherishing a vague fancy or idle whim, 
that they are converted. A religions change is experi- 
enced, closely resembling the new birth in form, but in 
spirit essentially diverse. 

That a class of persona who are self-deceived exists, is 
commonly admitted as probable. Our Saviour declares 
that many will say in that day, "Lord! Lord!" to whom 
he will say, "I never knew yoa." The most important in- 
quii-y is. Who are they that compose this class? Can they 
be known ? and can anything be done for their relief, or 
to prevent the self-deception of others? To meet these 
inquiries is, in the main, the present design. "We shall 
seek to accomplish it by considering the aspects, the 
causes, the results, and the remedi/ of a state of unrecog- 
nizable regeneration. 

We shall describe some of the features of unrecogniza- 
ble regeneration by contrasting it with the i 
to which, in each of its aspects, it sta. 

The self-deceived professor of religion, in contrast with 
the subject of unconscious i-egene ration, represents him- 
self as possessing 3 highly positive consciousness of being 
under the Spirit's influence. Instead of being wwconsci- 
ous, he is more than conscious. He brings spiiitual things 
almost into the region of the sensible. His mind localizes" 
them. It assigns to them exact limits and definite forms. 
The change he has experienced does not seem so subtle 
and refined that it is almost impossible for him to realize 
it, but distinct and marked. It is manifest to him that he 
is very different in all respects. His experience is not 
vita], pertaining to the temper of the heart, but one of 
form. It is a change of attitude in the religious affections, 
and not of quality. This involves motion, and hence 
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an approach to wliat is physical and sensible, — it being 
ehiiracteristic of the natural man, as did Nicodemus, to 
take carnal views of spiritual things. Not having been 
taught by the Holy Spirit the peculiar dialect of the 
Christian, the language wliiuh the individual uses to de- 
scribe bis change is common and unspiritual. He expresses 
himself in sucli language as, having "found a hope," or as 
liaving just " started" or "set out" to be a Christian.' A 
hope, instead of being a mysterious life in tbe soul, he con- 
ceives of as something which he has discovered and taken 
inlo his possession. His beginning to be a Christian is a 
"starting" or "setting ont" to go somewhere. Or if he 
Ubes Itims which ChiHtians employ in leUtmg then exei 
fises lie mipiegnatea them with the sime common natuial 
spiiit This IS because the nitur'J man comptehcndeth 
not the things of the Spnit And he cannot express 
what he dies njt compiebend 

In other instances, tbe exeicifcs of the filse ptofessor 
ue piirelj intellectual His experience is in the head, and 
not in the heart, in bis ^lews, rathet thin afFections It 
does not rcbi le m the consciousness I ut in the undci stand 
mg It IS on tbis account th it such persons in rehting 
their expel lence are often spoken of as leinii 'verj clear 
•seeming filly to comprehend tbe wotk wiought m them 
IS thev can any m'itt^r of intell ^enoe or pioce s of rea 
sonmg — intellectual opei ations beimj moi e easily compre 
hen led than heart changes The mvtenes of golliness 
not ba-Mug 1 een brought before then minds they relate 
what they suppose to be God's dealings with them by bis 
Spirit, in an easy, familiar, business-like manner. They 

■ These and Hke expressions are unspirltnal languaite, and constitute, at 
least, an unfavorable s^rmptom, inasinucli as they denote a 
natural conc^tioii of epiritual things. 
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can distinctly mark the bountis and progress of hia myste- 
rious operations within them, from the beginning to the 
end. Sometimes, however, such persons do remark that 
they cannot describe their feelings, the reason evidently 
being that they have none to desciibe, — difficnlty of utter- 
ance aiising not from niysteriousness, but destitution of 
inward experience. 

The snbject of un re cognizable regeneration seems to 
himself to have strong faith — so strong that it is almost 
turned to sight. It appears in this respect remarkable, and 
quite in advance of the ftith of most true Christians. He 
thinks he is sensible, also, that bis prayers are heard and 
answered — thinks he has the precise things asked for, and 
in the manner mai-ked out. He asks and receives favore 
fi-om God as he would from any eaitbly friend, compre- 
hending the pi-ocess with the same ease. 

Tlie false professor speaks as if he had &ftdl conscious- 
ness of the forgiveness of his sins. It is quite clear to 
him that they are all forgiven. He thinks he has a per- 
fect consciousness of loving Christ, and of being loved by 
him. He is as sensible that he loves Christ, and that 
Christ loves him, as he is that he loves bis earthly friends, 
and is loved by them. His love for Christ, and his concep- 
tion of Clirisl's love for him, are of a temporal and carnal 
nature. There is nothing incomprehensible or mysterious 
in them. His religious sense easily and perfectly embraces 
both. Indeed, it embraces his whole duty to G.od, and all 
God's dealings with him. 

In nnreeognizable regeneration we have the opposite of 
that which is unobserved. In this false work the individ- 
ual very d,istincUy observes the process which he is under- 
going. He looks at it, and reflects upon it, as leisurely and 
nnooncemedly as if another, and not himself were the sub- 
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jt'ct of it. He inspects Ms nnxieties and fears, his sense of 
sin and of Gorl's displeasure, his repentance, and faith, 
and joy, and love, aa coolly as if they were events of out- 
ward occurrence with which lie had no vital connection. 
He notes the process of being slain and made alive in Je- 
sus Christ, as he would that of having an outer garment 
adjusted to his person, tis inner life being scarcely more 
aifected by the one than tlie other. He is more interested 
in his experience as a matter of personal history, than of 
right and wrong between himself and God. He conceives 
of it more as a desirable ei-a in his career, than as an ad- 
justment of a serious difference between himself and Lis 
Maker, and hence is moi-e careful to mark it. 

The subject of spurious conversion thinks he can almost 
pej-ceive his exercises with the natural eye. The presence 
of Christ is conceived of as that of his almost visible 
appearance in human form, near the person or by his side. 
He speaks of the spiritual light that breaks in upon the 
soul, as if it were a physical illumination.^ A young per- 
son, in relating her experience, declared that her room, at 
night, was actually lighted up, so that objects became visi- 
ble. She united with the church, but in a twelvemonth 
was excluded — her light having gone out. 

In other instances, the person has visions of spiritual 
tliin-Ts. Instead of walking by faith, he walks by sight. 
He baa visions of Christ and heaven; and because of 
these, he believes lie is a Christian. A lady, desiring to 
make a profession of reli^on, stated that sbe_ seemed'to 
hci-self to be knocking earnestly at the gate of the heav- 

1 We io not mean here that loveliness nnd beanty whEch sometimes 
[Dine over nature wlieii the sinner is forgiven, but Eomelhing oirKdned of 
a.-q a phj-sieal iUuuiinaHon, though, of course, understood not actually to 
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eiily city. She saw the giite presently thrown wide open ; 
saw the golden streets, and the Siiviour himself extending 
his arms, and inviting her to come in, a welcome guest. 
The narration affected her to tears ; but in half a year her 
vision vanished, and all appeai-ance of piety with it. 

A young man, upon a sick-bed, supposing his end was 
near, professed to have met with a change. He conceived 
of himself as sailing off from the shore in a boat, which 
was fastened to the land by several cords, representing tlie 
ties that bound him to earth. lie imagined himself ns 
letting go of these, one after another, until he saw the last 
cnt asunder, when bis tmnsport became intense. His 
unexpected- recovery, however, soon dissipated whatever 
evidence he gave that ho was prepared to die. In other 
instances, the individual observes the work of grace by the 
hearing of the ear. Passages of Scripture are distinctly 
uttered to him. Something seemed to say, "Thy sins be 
forgiven thee;" or he heard some other consoling Scrip- 

' Those manifestafions are to !» unilerstood nn iwcurrins in the crisis of 
the work, und as constitntiog to the person's mind the leading points of 
his evidence. In most iiislances, if the individuals are intenogated as to 
whether they rest upon these things as cvldoDee, they answer In the nega- 
tive, and perhaps honestly, though, after ali, they are the priuiai source 
of their hope. They occur simnltaneously with the removal of (he har- 
den, and comoiotily constltnte its instrniiiental causes, which indicates 
that the work is not of the Spirit. 

The reader will understand that this is the portmitin* of a false conver- 
sion, so far as it forms a contrast with anrecogniaed regeneration, — the 
main idea heijig that the spirit of the one is too much snppressed to be 
healthy, while that of the other is too prominent to lie true. 

The question m!iy arise whether some of these manifestallons may not 
be fbnud in a real couTersion. We answer, that If any particular passage 
is interpreted according to the spirit of the whole description, it will ho 
found to he inconsistent with that supposition. Tlicae are the manifesta- 
tions which f^lse coovcrsion commonly assumes. 
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"Sometimes the person who is in a state of unrecogniza- 
ble regeneration, does not rely so much upon having defi- 
nitely observed the original change. He hastens over his 
fii-st experience, puts off examination of it, and dwells 
upon present intentions and plans for holy living in the 
future. Though he cannot point to any definite period 
ivlien tiie change occuri-ed, yet he thinks he distinctly ob- 
serves in himself Christian feelings, evidences, and fruits. 

The various phases of this aspect of the subject can 
bo made familiar to the mind only by practical observa- 
tion. The tones and inflections of the voice, to be under- 
stood, must fall upon the ear. 

Persons who ai-e deceived by a spurious conversion, often 
have a very distinct recollection of their experience. Ex- 
ercises of which they are so sensible, and which they so 
definitely observe and comprehend, are not likely to be 
forgotten. Xot being so profound, refined, or mysterious, 
as to haffie the understanding, they are conveniently re- 
tained in the memory. In unrecognized regeneration, the 
event is sometimes forgotten, because less importance is 
attached to it than it desei-\-es ; while here, for the oppo- 
site reason, it is very carefully remembered. Occasionaiiy 
jici-sons of this class seem to have laid up their j-eligious 
experience in the memory with great care, for tbe purpose 
of thinking it over at their leisure, which they do with 
evident complacence and satisfaction. Their first exer- 
cises are the ground of their hope, and as such they aro 
careful to preserve their recollection. They are so plain 
and easy to be understood, too, that they love to run 
tbem over. They say they remember precisely how God 
bi-ought tliem along, as if they understood it weil. It is 
flatteiing to their self-complacence and vanity to think 
that God should take special notice of them, and that they 
1* 
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shonld have so clear an expei'ience, and be able to vHider- 
stand so peifectly the Spirit's operations with thorn, while 
others often are so much in the dark. Hence tlioy are 
careful to preserve these gratefvil recollections. They re- 
member their experience better than they remember Christ. 

The self-deceived professor also believes he distinctly 
identijiea his experience as being a gracious work. It pre- 
cisely meets his ideas of what a religious experience should 
be. This is, in part, because he is anxious to regard his 
conversion as genuine. He desires the comfort and ease 
of feeling that his case is all right with God, and will give 
him no more concern. This feeling overrules his honesty 
of heart. His self-r^hteousness predisposes him also to 
think more highly of his exercises than he ought. He 
conceives it altogether pi-obable, beforehand, tliat they are 
Bound and good. He has no suspicion that his heart is so 
vile as to deceive him. Besides, his experience is his own 
prodaction, and would, of course, be according to his ideas 
of a proper one. Nor has he, on account of his spiritual 
blindness, any view of a genuine one, with which to com- 
pare it. He compares his own production with his own 
standard, and must of necessity suppose he identifies it. 
Hence his expei'ience is of a model chai'acter. Its features 
are all good, and none are wanting. The spiritual frame 
is complete. He has kept all the Saviour's command- 
ments, and asks, "What lack I yet?" The frame is also 
clothed with beautiful graces. The new man is well to 
look upon. He t-akes particular satisfaction in gazing upon 
his comely proportions ; thinks he identifies the new crea- 
ture as being a true, spiritual man, and he th.anks God for 
it; — thanks God that he is not as other men are, especially 
that he is not hke poor publicans. 

The false professor believes he distinctly identifies the 
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work of the SjJtril in his convereion. ITe sees clearly that 
God designed that certain events which occnrrcd in his 
history should be iised by the Spirit to bring him to 
Clirist. The death of a fi'iend, the loss of his property, or 
Kome other aMiction, mysterious to him at the first, he 
came to see were just ench as were needed by the Spirit 
as the means for accomplishing his gi-acious work. Or, he 
recognizes very distinctly the design of God in appointing 
some sermon, or meeting, or friend, to be the instrument 
of his convei-sion. Sometimes a triBing incident occurs, 
or a reflection spontaneously springs up in his mind, lead- 
ing him suddenly to change his coui-se and become re- 
ligious, in which he discovers a remarkable interposition 
of the Holy Spirit. He has great facility in discerning 
the mysterious influences of the Spirit upon his heart; all 
of which is a work of mere religions fancy, or a sagges- 
tion of Satan. 

Unrecognizable forms also a marked contrast with itn- 
achnowledged regeneration. The filse professor is not 
reluctant to acknowledge himself a Christian. He has no 
inward straggle in i-egard to coming out from the world, 
and publicly professing the name of Christ. So far as 
propriety and modesty will allow, he is forward to do it. 
He is i-eady even to go beyond the word of the Lord, as 
did Saul, when he saved Agag and the best of the sheep 
and oxen for sacrifice. It is a source of pleasure to him to 
be called a Christian, His self-righteousnesa leads him to 
esteem it as a matter of right and just ci-edit to himself. 
If this is questioned, he argues his own cause. His lan- 
guage is, "Lord, when saw I thee an hungered, and did 
not feed thee; or thiraty, and did not give thee drink?" 
"Have I not prophesied in thy name, and in thy name 
done many wondofnl works V" He is even particular in 
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regard to being acknowledged as a Christian; ia anxious 
to be respected as such ; thinks he is deseiring of credit 
on the account, and desires to liave hia proper rank ac- 
corded to him. He is sensitive to being slighted, and will 
not bear rebuke. 

Oftentimes the false professor breaks away from worldly 
pleasures and associates, and represents it as a gi-eat sacri- 
fice and a serious struggle ; whereas it is merely a matter 
of pride and honor, such as that which prompts a man of 
wealth to wish it known that he ia rich. He desires it to be 
understood that he has made a great sacrifice and stniggle, 
in order to be esteemed a heroic Christian, and one of high 
attainments, forgetting "that obedience is better than sac- 
rifice," and that "the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit," 
Tiie relation which such pei-sons give of their experience 
"is really an account i^" what good things theyTiave done, 
and not what God has done for them. These manifesta- 
tions, however, vary according to the disposition. If the 
individual is naturally modest and eincere, lie is still for- 
ward to profess himself a Christian ; but his object is to 
strengthen his hope as well as increase his security, — to 
which, be feels, that claiming publicly to be a Christian, 
and having his claim admitted, will greatly contribute. 
He deckres himself to have been converted, and then 
impiioitly asks of others if they do not indulge the same 
opinion ; so that by the mouth of miiny witnesses it may 
be established. 

The false professor manifests this forw.ardncss to profess 
himself a Christian in various ways. He proclaims it in 
his pretensions to strict honesty in hia dealings with men ; 
in his benevolence and kindness to the poor; in abstaining 
from all immoral practices and in-eligious society; in his 
advocacy of e^-ery system of benevolence and the cause 
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of religion. He iS i-early to take his position with respect 
to tliese tilings at all limes and in all places, — his supreme 
motive being to make himself appear to be, and so in- 
crease the probability that he is, a Christian. A proclama- 
tion is made of this in the matter and manner as well as 
in the forwardness of his public prayers and exhortations. 
Tliis same forwardness to be acknowledged as a Chris- 
tian appeai-s in the view he takes, and wishes to have 
taken of his experience. He interprets all the symptoms 
in his case favorably. By his practice, and his strong 
desire to have them so imderatood, he has become really 
well skilled in turning them all to good account. The ten- 
. deney of all his feelings is in a plausible manner to make 
gooil his case. Nor would ho hesitate, as in the case of 
the New Testament Pharisee, to disparage the experience 
of other poor Christians to make his appear the more 
excellent. Though ignorant of it, this motive lies con- 
cealed behind all his utterances. It prompts him to 
insist that he is very greatly changed ; that he has been 
very deeply convicted of sin ; has great love for Christ, 
and enjoys prayer veiy much at all times. If doubt is 
expressed as to any feature of his experienpe, he has an 
esplanatlon for the seeming deficiency, which appeai-s to 
him satisfactory. He ascribes it to some unfavorable cir- 
cumstance attending the relation of it. He thinks he was 
not understood ; believes if he were to relate his exercises 
again he would make them clear. He manifests great fear 
that it will not be understood so favorably as it ought to be. 
The deceived professor may at times have intemal fear 
that all is not right, but he declines to acknowledge it. 
He seeks to exjjlain away, or suppi-ess it; and probably, 
for the most part, succeeds. If he acknowledges his 
doubts, he does it to confirm the apparent genuineness of 
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hia experience, while he ia sure to ]iavo them very soon 
removed. His ovdinai-y statement is, that he has no 
doubts; he knows he is a Cimstian, The statement ia 
made rathei- to pi-oduce confiLleiice than give expression 
to it, as in the case of Micah, when he said, "Now know 
I that the Lord will do mo good, seeing I have a Levite 
to ray jiriest." His uniform attitude is that of self-defence. 
He professes a desii'e to know hia true condition, hut is 
nnwiiliug ultimately to acknowledge it to he otherwise 
than hopeful. 

The same disposition to claim being a Christian is man- 
ifested in bis self-examination, which he institutes rather 
to prove than ascertain the honesty of his profession. He 
conceives that the fact of his examining himself will be a 
favorable symptom ; and he designs that the result of it 
shall be favorable also, since he so conducts it as to secure 
that end. 

We shall next exhibit some of the aspects of unrecog- 
nizable regeneration by comparing it with a recognized, or 
true and healthy regeneration. Of this it is the countei-- 
feit. A spurious religious experience has all the appai-ent 
features of the genuine. This ia because all the individ- 
ual's education, sympathies, and desires are in behalf of a 
change in the proper form. There is, ordinarily, a false 
mental process, which runs parallel with that involved in 
a genuine work. All the steps of the one are simulated 
in the other. There is a simulated conviction of sin, dis- 
tress and burden of soul, prayer, faith, loss of burden, 
view of Christ, peace, joy, love for Christ and for Chi-is- 
tians, and Cliristian enjoyments. The individual thinks he 
is thoronghly convicted; thinks his sins are all foi^ven ; 
enjoys prayer very much, and, for the most part, at all 
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times; loves Chnst very much; his hope is strong and 
confident ; he has great faith ; repents of all his sins ; hus 
no doubts and fears, or seasons of darkness and gloom, 
except such as all Christians have. Thei-e is also outward 
reformation, corresponding in form, to that which exists in 
the true Christian. The world is given up; immoral prac- 
tices are abandoned. There is zeal in religion, in causes 
of benevolence, and activity in every good word and work. 

All these features may not be simulated in every case, 
as they are not found in every case of the genuine. A» in 
the genuine, there will be in a given number of examples 
a varied combination of these features, so in the false, 
there will be a combination con-espondingly varied ; and 
in a pai-allel series all the features of the one are quite 
sure to be exhausted in the other. 

The degree of the strength, suddenness, and violence 
of the exercises is also simulated, since this is dependent 
more upon the natural temperament than upon the S]>irit'8 
influence, — a gracious work being in perfect harmony with 
the natural constitntion, not altering the original mould in 
which it is cast. As in true regeneration theie is e\eiy 
degree of these, so it is in the felse. The woik sometimes 
appears to be sudden, deep, and violent; at other times, 
gradual, less deep, and silent. Sometimes the Lhinge is 
accompanied with great outward refoi-mation, zeil, md 
activity; and, again, it is externally quite unobacrv able, 
and the individual is retiring and inactive. 

The apparent permanence of the change is also well 
simulated. As in case of a legitimate work of grace the 
subsequent life appeara sometimes to be steady, and uni- 
formly devoted to the end, and sometimes changeable and 
spasmodic, now ardent, and now stupid and cold; at one 
time backsliding and lapsing into worldliness, at another 
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reviviDg and growing in grace; and as tlie individual 
Bometimea runs well for a time, and then apparently 
meets with a disastrous fali, so is it, in all these respects, 
with a life which is subsequent to an experience that is 
false. All these aspects of the truly Christian life h:ive 
their connterfeits in that which is spurious. 

A much bi-ger proportion of the life that is attendant 
upon a genuine and healthy work of grace, is doubtless 
outwardly commendable, than in the case of a work which 
is merely assumed. But it cannot be denied that these 
externally more excellent aspects of the Christian life have 
their countei-feits, to some extent at least, as well as those 
that are less so. The world is full of examples illustrating 
the truth that self-righteousness may persevei-e in its out- 
ward foi'ms, and its apparently good works, to the Tory 
end of life ; and the Scriptures teach that it wdl even 
plead them at the bar of God, 

"Wo remark, finally, that uni-ecognizable regeneration is 
& counterfeit well calculated to deceive. No doubt, in 
many instances it is undetected by all but the Searcher of 
hearts. The first relation of it generally passes current. 
Better acquaintance with it produces a want of satistao- 
tion and sympathy. This, as it continues, produces per- 
plexity and anxiety. It is felt that there is much about it 
that is good, but it never quite satisfies the Christian taste. 
Under a more patient and discriminating study and exam- 
ination, eveiy feature of it comes to fail of exciting sympa- 
thy and satisfaction. Perplexity and anxiety are changed 
to sadness and pain. It proves itself to be a beautiful, well- 
constructed, and well-furnished house, built upon the sand. 

The last point in the aspects of unrecognizable regenera- 
tion is the comparison of it with an ordinary unregenerate 
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state. Viewed thus, it is a merely n07iiinal regeneration. 
It firesents the phenomenon of an unregonerate man 
attempting to wear the name of regenerate. It is the 
phenoraenon also of one attempting to act according to 
his name, and not his nature. The person has undergone 
a i-e!igious change which has the appearance of regenera- 
tion, but he is still as truly unregenerate as if he had 
experienced nothing. He is therefore one who deals in 
nnmes, and not in realities. He is free in the use of re- 
ligious language because he is ignorant of its meaning, like 
a trader in books who talks fluently about their titles and 
l^ibles of contents, while he knows nothing of the tojnca 
of which they treat. Hence, with the Pharisee, he makes 
luug prayers in ])ublic places. He talks much upon re- 
ligious subjects, and talks well ; talka about religious expe- 
lience, duties, and doctrines, in all their aspects; and the 
impression is that it is mere talk. "What he says may be 
g<iod, but there is a lack of something necessary to give it 
iilish to the Chiistian heart. The preaching, prayers, and 
exhortations of such peraons, are as hollow and Mse as 
their experience. They have the effect of mere sound. 
The language and sentiment are good, but they fail to 
affect the heart. The tones and inflections of the voice 
seem destitute of that peculiar tenderness, humility, and 
spiritual significance, which are the necessary offspring of 
a broken heart and a renewed spirit. The feeling of 
Christians respecting such pereons is, that, for some reason, 
they do not enjoy their prayers and exhoi'tations. They 
seldom speak of it, supposing the feeling to be peculiar to 
themselves, and the fault, perhaps, all their own ; and yet 
they are sincerely embarrassed and perplexed. 

Such persons are frequently among those commonly 
regarded as being very excellent Christians. Tjicy are 
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prompt, active, and even forward in the performance of 
all Christian duties. They are soher, honest, sincere ; but 
others have the feeling, that while their exhortations and 
prayera seem to be good, yet they have no partieular unc- 
tion. They ai-e of a dry, heartless, business-like nature. 
They seem destitute of genuine meekness and reverence. 
They do not pray, but talk their j)rayere to God as they 
would to a man. They pray aboot everything in the sur- 
roundings of true piety, but never enter the Holy of 
holies. Christians do not like to judge and call them self- 
righteous, yet they cannot suppress the feeling that such 
persons make a merit of performing duty. At all events, 
they utter nothing, in prayer or exhortation, to which Cbris- 
tLin hearts respond. They seem to have no apprehension 
of spiritual things themselves, and hence they cannot talk 
about them in a significant or satisfying manner. 



Hcssdb, Google 



CHAPTER II. 

CAUSES OF UNKECOGNIZABLE KEGENEEATION. 
Section I. 

To eomc it seems quite incomprehensible that a. person 
should come to believe that he has passed from death unto 
life, while having no just ground for such a belief. The 
ma^ of Christians, though they often admit and speak of 
the dangers of self-deueption, yet seem practically to have 
no apprehension of any individual examples of it. It is 
conceived of rather as a theoiy than as a matter of fact. 
If an individnal, with apparent honesty, professes to have 
become a Christian, othera feel no disposition to qnestion it, 
or ask for further evidence. They see no reason why, if a 
man has the appearance of honesty, his woi-d should not be 
credited in this matter as well as in any other. They can- 
not conceive how it is possible any one should firmly and 
honestly believe that he has experienceil true conviction 
of sin, that his sins have been forgiven, that he loves the 
Lord Jesus Chi'ist, and has pleasure in his service, when 
none of these things are so. 

In treating of the causes of unrecognizable regeneration, 
it will be remembered that the condition is one of self-de- 
ce])tion ; that is, of natural honesty but spiritual hypociisy. 
"We are not therefore to assign reasons why men should 
seek to make others believe that they have been born 
again, when they do not believe it tliemselves (such in- 
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Stances being comparatively rare); nor why they should 
believe it themselves, when there is no apparent ground 
for it; but we are to assign i-easons why men should un- 
dergo a religious change which has bo near a resemblance 
to a work of grace, as thoroughly to deceive both tbem- 
seives and others. We shall endeavor to present, fli-st, 
some of the general causes of unrecognizable regenera- 
tion, and then desctibe the manner in which these combine 
to produce each of its features separately. 

It is here taken for granted that all will concede thei'e 
are no causes adequate to produce a genuine work of 
grace but the Holy Spirit, Whatever result, therefore, 
may be produced by any or all otiier agencies combined, 
independently of the Spirit, cannot be a work of grace. It 
will also be assumed tliat whatever agencies are suited to 
produce a genuine work, when controlled by tbe Spirit, 
are otherwise suited to produce a counterfeit of the Spirit's 
work. 

The first cause of a counterfeit of Christian experience 
— or, more properly, the gi'ound out of which it springs — 
is muTi's relij/ioua nature. We mean by this his constitu- 
tional capability and tendency to recognize the existence 
and claims of some superior being, and consequently to 
perform various kinds of religious action. An impi-ession 
prevails that all religious developments and phenomena in 
man's character must arise from the workings of the Holy 
Spirit, It seems unaccountable that any new movement 
or change in the direction of religion should occur except 
from this source. But this is perfectly well accounted for, 
in the fact that man is by nature a religious being. He 
has religious springs, a fountain of religions life within. 
His nature is composed, in gi'cat part, of strong religious 
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This being so, it is perfectly natural that religious phe- 
nomena and developments should be constantly occurring. 
These forces can no more be kept pent «p in man than any 
otbei-s. It is true that his religious nature is all perverted ; 
but it is not on that account necessarily inactive and dead. 
JIan is as active, religiously, as though he had never fallen. 
His fell perverted, but did not destroy his religious nature. 
Because the fountain of hia religious life is bitter, the 
springs do not therefore cease to gui^le up, and the 
streams to How. Itman has a religious as well as a moral 
nature, we should expect to witness in him reli^oua as 
well as moral phenomena and developments. 

The doctrine that eveiy new reli^ous development 
must be the fruit of the Spirit, supposes that the Spirit 
is the creator, and not the sanctifier of our religious nature. 
It supposes that regeneration is not a change, but a pro- 
duction ; that it is a being born, and not being bom again ; 
not a conversion, but a new endowment. It is as if a 
religious character should be engrafted upon a brutal 
nature. The Spirit's work, however, is not to create, but 
to sanctify what already exists. It is not to produce 
religious affections, but to cliange tbeir quality. Some of 
the mightiest movements in the earth have sprung from 
religious sources unsanctificd by the Spirit. The world is 
full of worship, indejiendently of the Iloly Spirit. The 
sun, moon, and stars, fish, birds, beasts, and every ci-eature, 
have been the objects of it. How unwarrantable, there- 
fore, to regai-d every religions movement and phenomenon 
in man as the work of regeneration. This is but one of 
the many religious phenomena attendant upon the charac- 
ter of such a being as he. 

It may be objected that, though religious movements 
and developments may be otherwise accounted for, yet all 
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I changes mast be ascribed to the interposition 
of the Holy Spirit. Analogy, however, will teach that 
this is by no means a legitimate conelueion. Whence 
spring the changes constantly occuning in man's mental 
and physical constitution ? Are they not unaccountable, 
except as the ever-varying product of internal forces, now 
combined in one proportion, and now in another, thus 
constituting the mind of man self-capable, like all other 
living existences, of nndei^oing an almost endless pennu- 
tation ? Whence come the varied aspects of a plant, or 
the ever-chani;ing expressions of the human face, hut 
from a coiTesponding combination of the living forces 
within ? 

So it is with the ever-changing aspects of man's religious 
character, springing from the varied combinations of the 
forces of his religious being. Man, neither rehgiously nor 
morally, is like an en^no propelled upon one single ti-aok, 
fmm which he cannot depart, except by some ovei-powering 
external force. His movements are characterized by all 
the variations of a living creature, impelled by the force 
of a multiplicity of muscles, bones, and limbs, united in 
every possible combination. If he has a religious as well 
as a moral nature, then he must be capable of religions as 
well as moral changes. He may occupy vaiying attitudes 
of disposition towards his Maker, as well as towards his 
fellow-men. He may undergo transitions from one re- 
li^ous state to another, and no one of them be a return to 
favor with God, Hence the extreme unsafety of pro- 
nouncing every change of religious character to he the pe- 
culiar change wrought by the Spirit. Man's naturally re- 
li^ous constitution presents a ground out of which there 
may arise many counterfeits of the Spirit's work. 

Nor ia there necessity for such a conclusion, in case of 
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examples which bear a general resemblance to the Spirit's 
work. It would not be strange if the resultant action of 
the religious forces in maD, variedly combined, and fi'C- 
quently changing, should occasionally assume, among its 
other forms, a very near reserabhmce to a genuine work 
of grace. It would bo nothing remarkable if these changes 
should sometimes be sudden, in the line of good, and per- 
manent for a long period, even for life. Forces in the air, 
■which have been for a time latent, but not inactive, often 
manifest their resultant action in a sudden and marked 
manner. Man's mental and moral powers often remain 
latent, but not dormant, for a long period, and then, by a 
sudden and striking outbnrat, exhibit the aggregate re- 
sultant effects of their long- con tinned action. So it is 
with his religious forces, witliout any intei-position of the 
Holy Spirit, The social and lively daughter of wealth 
and comfort suddenly removes herself from the fond ex- 
citement of a busy world and the society of loving friends, 
into the solitary, life-long seclusion of the convent, to the 
grief of doting hearts, and the astonishment of all ob- 
seiTers. If the internal religious forces may suddenly pro- 
duce such a change of heart and life as that, would it be 
strange if they should sometimes assume the appearance 
of a striking work of grace, and impel to an abandonment 
of the world, and even of fjither and mother, and lead to a 
profession of the religion of Christ, in his visible church ! 
Wo inquire, next, what extenial infinences there are, 
aside from the Holy Spirit, which combine to promote 
religious developments in man, and mould them into the 
outward form of a work of grace. Of those which pfo- 
mnte such developments are the influences of natural 
relif/ion. These are abundantly adequate to produce re- 
ligious phenomena to no small extent. The monitions of 
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the Diitiiral conscience teach man, in some part, that he is 
a sinner. When he does wrong, they cause disquiet, and 
incite a desire for the retui-n of peace. All the works of 
God tend to impress man with a sense of the Creator's 
wisdom, goodness, and power. All his providential deal- 
ings with his creatures also teach that he is angry with 
sin, and lead them to stand in awe of its just retributions. 

Man being thus possessed of an internal religious sus- 
ceptibility, and located in a scene exhibiting on every 
hand the attributes of Deity, cannot fail to manifest even 
marked religious phenomena. His natural conscience, the 
displays of divine skill in his own being and in the outer 
world in which he lives, and the mutual adaptation be- 
tween them, all combine to kindle on the altar of his heart 
the fires of worship towards some superior being. 

Of those influences which tend both to promote religious 
developments, and mould them into the external form of 
a work of grace, the first and most effective is that of 
rdigious education. At the present time, almost as exten- 
sive means are employed for giving to the youth of our 
land a good religious as a good literary education. The 
utmost pains are taken not only to acquaint them with 
the doctrines of the Bible, but also to impress upon their 
minds the necessity of an experience of those doctrines. 
All our youth who are nurtured under truly Christian 
instruction, necessarily grow up into an educated belief 
of the necessity of undergoing a certain prescribed and 
marked change of feeling, called the " new birth," in order 
to escape the wrath and secure the favor of Almighty 
God. 

And not only ai-e they instructed in the necessity of a 
work of regeneration, but in all the steps and features of 
the work. An educated knowledge of an initial experi- 



Hcssdb, Google 



KGLIOIOUS IMITATION. 93 

cnce is of necessity ordinarily obtaiDed prior to a vitnl 
knowledge of it. The process to be pnssed' througli is all 
marked out beforehand. So far, therefore, as the combina- 
tion and arrangement of the exercises is concerned, there 
is little difficulty. Acquaintance with thair ixsual arrange- 
ment would most naturally cause thorn to assume a similar 

But how is it that, by the subject of a spurious conver- 
sion, the natural religious phenomena are intensified and 
wrought into what he confidently supposes to be spiritual 
exercises? Concerning this, we remark that an uncon- 
verted person's ideal of the new birth, though it may be 
correct in form, is necessarily false in spirit. The natural 
man can no more conceive of the essential spirit of a work 
of grace without the Spirit's aid, than he can experience it 
thus. And such a change as his education alone enables 
hira to conceive, it may not bo presumptuous to suppose it 
will enable him to experience, Besiiles, a change which 
conforms to the individual's ideal, and which he confi- 
dently believes to be the work of the Spirit, is quite 
likely to deceive others, as well as himself, as to its 
genuineness. 

There are also certain principles of man's religious 
nature which combine with his education to promote re- 
ligious exercises, and also to mould them into a proper 
outward form. The first of these is that of imitation. 
Man is as much a creature of imitation religiously, as in 
any other respect. He can scarcely prevent himself from 
imitating the exjierience of others, especially that which 
he venerates on account of its superiority. The person 
who has been educated under truly Christian influences, 
thus repfards the experience of those who have been bom 
of the Spirit. It constitutes the pattern after which he 
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■would gladly be moulded ; and on account of liis rever- 
ence for it, by a n;iturril bent of bis mind, ainaost before 
lie is aware, he copies it. His own experience naturally 
becomes conformed to tbat which he so highly eatfeems in 
others, jusit as persons unconsciously fall into imitation of 
the babits of thinking and acting of those whom they 
regard as their superior. 

When controlled by the Holy Spint, this principle 
subserves a gracious result, but otherwise a counterfeit. 
The Christian, in seeking to induce a spiritual state in 
others, naturally and properly presents to them a pattern 
of the same, in his own feelings, for their imitation. In 
this manner he most successfuliy describes to them this 
condition, and secures the advantage of their imitation in 
inducing it. If the Holy Spirit put his seal upon the 
■work, it is genuine ; if not, it is an imitation only. 

The nest principle is the power of sympathy. When 
employed by the Holy Spirit, this contributes greatly to 
true conversion, but otherwise to false. It is the direct 
effect of sympathy, both to call forth our feelings and to 
mould them into the form of those which enlist it. The 
work of the Spirit in changing the heart, is well calculated 
to enlist sympathy. It produces a change of the affections, 
by which they ai-e made to go out, not only after God, 
but after man. Christians, in pointing out the -way of sal- 
vation, naturally relate to others their own experience, in 
order to awaken their sympathy with a work of grace, and 
so incline them toward it. These are proper means. If 
we would be successful in leading men to repentance, we 
must ourselves have the spirit of repentance. So of all 
the Christian graces. But if the Spirit do not employ 
these means, the result will be the work of man, and not 
of God. Sympathy with a work of grace will be taken 
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for tbe work itself. The sympathy, it is true, will be 
spurious, but no more bo than the individual's conception 
of the Spirit's work. Hence he will not hesitate to accept 
the sympathy for the work. 

Another principle contributing to the same result is that 
of d'esire and expectancy. These also, when directed by 
the Spirit, promote true conversion ; hut without it, false. 
Almost every individual who is soundly instructed in 
religions things, becomes desirous of being made the sub- 
ject of a change of heart. The iinceitainty of life, and 
the dreid of final punishment, render the experience of 
this change a matter of the deepest anxiety. Strong 
desire to be changed predisposes the mind towards it. It 
actually relaxes its fixedness, and inclines it towards some 
kind of transition. 

This is promoted by the instruction which the individual 
has received, that he must eeeh for a change of heart, and 
at the same time must yield himself up to being changed 
by the Holy Spirit, He therefore strives first to change 
himself, then to resign himself to being changed. He 
seeks to be in a changeable ii-ame; and tbe consequence is, 
that change of some kind must ensue. If the Holy Spirit 
control the event, his experience will be a gracious one; if 
not, an imitation. 

If one is not under the influence of the Spirit when he 
determines to seek to become a Christian, he is likely to 
be confident of success, since he has no apprehension of 
the greatness of the change. As the process advances, 
expectancy of a change is created. Distress or relief or 
joy or sorrow, expected, soon comes — the material for them 
being fiirnished abundantly in man's religious nature ; but 
they will be a copy only, the material being unmoulded by 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Not unfrequently, also, the imagination pevforma nn 
active part. This occmi wheie tlieie is a high degi'ee of 
mental excitement. When the individual fails to expeii- 
ence even his false ideal of a gracious work, the intensity 
of his mental excitement becomes increased. In such a 
state, the imagination can easily supply the deficiency. 
Having once passed fi-om the region of the actual into the 
ideal, there is no longer any difficulty. The imagination 
can create lovo or hatred, joy or sorrow, assurance or 
doubt, faith or unbelief, happiness or unhappiness, intensity 
or moderation of feeling, as the natural desires may dic- 
tate, or the case require. This imaginary process, how- 
ever, is not presented as a common, but an extreme one, to 
which recourse is had when others fail ; though in ordinary 
instances of a spurious wort, it may perform a more or 
less important part. 

Palse Graces. 

We proceed now to show how these several causes com- 
bine to produce each of the features of unrecognizable 
regeneration. 

PALSE CONVICTION OF SIN. 

Every person who has been religiously educated, knows 
that he is a sinner. He has been taught the moral distinc- 
tions between right and wrong. Under the influence of 
religious training, his natural conscience admonisiics him 
that he has been guilty of many things which were not 
right in the eight of God or man. He desires now to 
become a Christian. His first endeavor, therefore, is to 
realize his sinfulness. He reviews his life, and succeeds in 
bringing before his mind many actions and habits which 
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he liRs always felt to be wrong. By his desire to conceive 
himself a sinner, he comes to look upon these things m 
being more heinous than ever before. These sins are such 
as every one is naturally aware that he is guilty of. They 
consist of open, well-known sins, such aa profanity, lying, 
disobedience to parents, and violation of the Sabbath. Or, 
if he can recall none of these outbreaking, positive sins, 
he brings up his sins of omission. He reflects that he has 
never performed religions duties, as he ought. He has 
done nothing to promote the cause of Christ. lie perhaps 
thinks he has not loved God so much as he oaght to have 
loved him, or ho has not been so grateful to him for his 
goodness as he should have been. 

Children are apt to m.ake tbeir convictions consist in 
disobedience to parents. They even weep over it. and 
think they were very great sinners on this account, while 
tjod is iiot in all their thoughts. AVhen asked if they do 
not think that disobeying their parents was a sin against 
God, they answer in the affii-mative ; but offence against 
their parents is uppermost, and hence the conviction is 
only natural. Openly wicked men are likely to make their 
convictions relate to such sins as profanity, lying, intem- 
perance, and Sabbath-breaking, They think they are 
great sinners because of these things. But this needs no 
spiritual illumination. If these are the leading features of 
their convictions, as was the case with Micah, who had 
stolen eleven hundred shekels of silver from his mother, 
then they are false. Nor is it strange that a man should 
be led, without spiritual influence, to stop in his career, at 
almost any time, and think of these things, conceive them 
to be very wicked, and desire to reform. 

In this way tbe subject of a false experience is able to 
gather up much from his past life which he knows is not 
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right. He is not smitten and bowed down, under a con- 
sciousness of guilt ; but he seeks to make himself out as 
guilty as possible. He is not stai-tled at the disclosure of 
his awful corruption within, trembling lest greater, and 
still greater depths of pollution will every moment be 
opened to his view; but he is obliged to seareh, and ex- 
amine his heart and life, through and through, and inter- 
pret all his thoughts and acts in the most unfavoiable 
light possible, probably more so than he thinks they really 
deserve, in order to establish in his mind a conviction of 
sin and guilt, which will waiTant his regarding it as a 
tolerably fair ground-work of an initial experience. He 
has to labor to obtain his sense of sin, while true convic- 
tion is poured in npon the soul, like a flood. Oftentimes, 
indeed, the subject of a true work of grace does seek to 
be convicted of sin. This conviction, however, is not felt 
to be the fruit of his seeking, but it seems to come in upon 
him of its own accord. There is scarcely any connection in 
ills mind between his self-examination and his sense of sin. 
The subject of a merely assumed work of grace is flat- 
tered, gratified, and encouraged at every new view of sin 
which he obtains; while the subject of' a true one is 
ashamed, terrified, and disheailoned at every new view 
which he receives. The one seeks after conviction, be- 
lieves he obtains it, and is well satisfied with hia attain- 
ments, because ho has searched so thoroughly ; the other 
seeks after it, but his seeking fails, when conviction seema 
to come upon him of its own accord. The I'esult is, that 
the one thinks he has seen all his sins, and been thor- 
oughly convicted; the other thinks he has seen only a 
part, believing he has sinfulness not yet disclosed. The 
thorough conviction of the one is satisfying and gratifying 
to him, wJiile the partial conviction of the other is painful 
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!iiii3 mortifying. The one is convicted of superficial sins 
vibicli appear, the other of depths of iniquity which do 
not appear. 

It 13 easy to perceive how any one who has been edu- 
cated at all religiously may come to see that he is a sinner, 
without spiritual enlightenment. The natural conscience, 
depraved and imperfect as it is, teaches eveiy man this 
fact. If now a man desires to conceive himself a sinner, 
in order to become a Christian, it is very easy for him to 
intensify this natural conviction. He may even concciv* 
himself to have been a great sinner against God. lie 
reflects that God has done a gi'eat deal for him, while he 
!ias not really done much for God, 

Such a conviction is supei-ficial and spurious, because 
the Holy Spirit has had no agency in producing It, It is 
not spontaneous, but labored. It resides in the intellect, 
and not in the heart. It is a conclusion, and not a convii^ 
tion. The individual is obliged to make an effort to fuel 
badly, and then does not very well succeed. 

Sometimes this false conviction assumes another form in 
the person's mind. He has been taught that one under 
true conviction commonly feels a heavy burden resting 
upon him. Hence be seeks to bring a burden upon him- 
self, which is always easy to be accomplished. It may be 
a counterfeit of the true burden, produced in the way 
explained, made up of external misdoings and religious 
sliort-comings; or it may be a substitute for it, composed 
altogether of other materials. It may be a burden of dis- 
satisfaction with the world, of disappointment in its enter- 
prises ; of poverty or affliction in the loss of friends, or the 
loss of health. It may be a burden of worldly sorrow, 
occasioned by tlje betrayal of friendship, or the misery of 
tmhappy earthly alliances, or of mere fatigue from constant 
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toiling up tlie rugged path of life, oomfoi-ted by no earthly 
enjoyment, and sustained by no hope of a better life to 
come. These are composed of the consequences rather 
than the consciousness and guilt of sin. Such burdens are 
easily brought upon the mind and heart, without the 
Spirit's aid ; indeed, it is diificult to keep them off! The 
effects of transgression are constantly pressing upon us, on 
every hand. They are prevented from penetrating men's 
souls, and settling down upon their hearts, by putting on a 
panoply of worldly care, business, and pleasure. Let this 
panoply be broken by failure or disappointment, let the 
energies be relaxed and the mind cease to be diverted 
from its own reflection, and the bitter consequences of sin 
will rush in upon the soul like a flood. 

In ^ season of religious awakening, therefore, when the 
mind is arrested from absorption in worldly pursuits and 
pleasures, to a contemplation of the end thereof, it can hut 
be oppressed with a heavy burden of grief, anxiety, and 
sorrow. Having no knowledge of any other than that 
which is made up of the consequences of sin, the indi- 
vidual readily adopts this as the true burden requisite to a 
work of regeneration. If deep distress can be produced, 
in view, not of sin itself) but of its unhappy consequences, 
it is likely to be I'egarded as the distress desired. 

Such distress is far more easily acquired than that which 
arises from genuine guilt. The consequences of sin have 
a thousand various forms, while real guilt has but one. 
Guilt is fastened upon the conscience, while the conse- 
quences of sin are sensibly felt in eveiy part. The latter 
are naturally realiKed in the external man ; the former is 
wrought in the heart by thu Holy Sjiirit. 
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The principal idea of repentance is that of sorrow for 
Bin. Thia is a Christian graoe which one easily comes to 
suppose he has in exercise without the Spirit's influence. 
The Bible recognizes a sorrow of the loorld, to produce 
which does not require the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
Thia worldly, or natural sorrow, is mere regret, and is 
quite likely to ensue upon natural conviction. A person 
of Boffioieut reli^ous tendency to lead him to reflect upon 
certain open sins, such as disobedience to parents, profan- 
ity, lying, and Sabbath-breating, in such a manner as to 
excite spurious conviction, could hardly fail also to exer- 
cise spurious repentance. A consideration of the conse- 
quences of these things is sufficient cause to produce it 
without the Holy Spirit. A person of respectable moral- 
ity must, upon reflection, regret indulgence in such sins, 
while every one who has had any religious education feels 
it to be highly proper that he should be sorry for all his 
«ns, and, according to the strength of his natural con- 
victions, he will be likely to exercise natural sorrow. 
This, occurring in immediate connection witli what is sup- 
posed to be genuine conviction, will most naturally be 
taken for genuine repentance. Repentance being also a 
retiring grace, and not of so marked and positive a na- 
ture as conviction of sin, or joy of forgiveness, is with less 
difficulty feigned. Not consisting so much in a mental 
struggle, but being rather a state of mind consequent upon 
sense of sin and humiliation, its existence may with less 
apparent inconsistency be assumed, without any corre- 
sponding mental exercise. Moreover, if it is considered 
that the disposition of a pei-son under felse conviction is 
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thorotiglily self-righteous, the step to spurious repentance 
becomes inevitable. The unenlightened man thinks too 
well of himself not to believe thut ho is truly soriy fur his 



It is Hurprising upon what insufficient grounds a person 
■who ia spiritually unenlightened comes to be confident 
that his sins are all foi^iven. The sense of forgiveness is 
BO refined a Christian grace that it is exceedingly difficult 
to be counterfeited. The general tendency of the subject 
of unrecognizable regeneration seems to be to take it for 
granted that sin is foi^iven, rather th'an to acquire a spu- 
rious sense of forgiveness. If asked why he thinks his 
sins are forgiven, he can assign no reason ; but he thinks 
they are aU forgiven. There seems to be somewhat of 
self-will about it. He is determined to think they are for- 
given. He is so blind and self-righteous that he can see 
no reason why it should not be so. He is sure be has re- 
pented of them all, and he believes they are all forgiven. 

Sometimes this belief of his being forgiven may be 
traced to some announcement which he conceives has 
been made to him to that effect, in the form of a passage 
of Scripture, or otherwise. 

When conviction has assumed the form of a burden 
resting on the heart, then the belief that sin is forgiven 
is referred to a sudden and remarkable loss or removal of 
the burden. This takes place on this wise; The indi- 
vidual has been taught the necessity of a felt burden of 
sin as a feature in regeneration. He has also properly 
enough been taught the necessity of the removal of the 
burden, and, perhaps, as to the manner of its removal. 
Strong desire and expectancy, aided by man's natural 
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power to mould himself into the form of his desires, are 
the uhief agencies which produced the spurious burden, 
and now they will be adequate to remove it. Relief felt 
to be sternly necessary, and anxiously expected, soon 
comes. And when it eomes, it is as spurious as was the 
burden which gave occasion for it. 

In many instances the process of obtaining relief is in 
this manner: There is a burden on the soul; there is 
trouble, yet not on account of sin, but only its unhappy 
consequences, in the form of embarrassment, or some kind 
of affliction. It is not a burden which has been produced 
by the Spirit, and hence has no vital grasp upon the sin- 
ner's being. Relief" ia desired. It is earnestly sought, and 
confidently expected. It is desired and sought not only 
for its own sake, but also as a sign that the sinner has 
passed from death unto life. Desire for relief and effort 
to obtain it, soon become irksome. The sinner wishes the 
stru^le were over. Delay is painful. Desire to experi- 
ence relief becomes modified into desire to feel that it is 
ali-eady obtained. He thinks he has sought sufflcicntly 
long; thinks it is high time relief had come; believes 
he has done all that ia required, and sees no reason why he 
should not be relieved. He tries to feel relieved; exam- 
ines to see if he does not feel so ; thinks he does feel bet- 
tei', and is relieved. He hopes he is not deceived ; prays 
that he may not be, and believes he is not. Thus, by the 
play of spurious exercises, he removes his spurious burden, 
and rests upon a spurious belief that his sins are all for- 
given. 

In other instances the exercises are more violent. The 
imagination plays a more active part. The individual con- 
ceives that the change is to be a very vivid and striking 
one. He is impelled by some very powerful, selfish mo- 
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tive to a most earnest seeking to realize his ideal of being 
born again. He brings all tbe religious appliances he can 
command to beai' upon his feelings, in order to raise them 
to the highest possible pitch of intensity. The process is 
continued till hnman nature can endure it no longer. The 
relief which is obtained is merely the reaction of exhausted 
nature. In the morbid and unhealthy excitement to 
which tlie mind is subjected, it experiences very yivid im- 
pressions, sees great lights, and receives ahnost miraculous 
revelations. 

In some instances the mind undergoes a shock for 
which it is imposKible to account, bat having none of the 
aspects of a gi-acions work, though the subject of it re- 
gards it as most convincing evidence that he is born again. 
This occurs where undue means are used to excite the 
religious susceptibilities and passions. Eeaction of some 
kind must ensue ; and since the person is deeply penetrated 
with a quite correct idea of the external form of a work 
of grace, the reaction almost necessarily assumes that form. 

Sometimes the removal of tbe burden is on this wise: 
The person has been imbued with the idea that he must 
pray for its removal, and must believe that his prayer is 
heard and he accepted. Thus by the merely natural force 
of a praying attitude of mind, he actually prays away his 
anxiety and distress ; and the removal of it is then con- 
firmed by his erroneous idea that it is his duty to believe 
that his sin is for^ven and he accepted. 

In treating of the formation and removal of the convic- 
tion and burden of sin in unrecognizable regeneration, we 
have thus far proceeded upon tbe supposition that the con- 
viction and burden are false, created and removed accord- 
ing to natural principles, the influences of the Holy Spirit 
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being not at all connectecl with ttie process. The doc- 
trine is, that the same means which the Holy Spirit appro- 
priates and makes subservieut to a genuine worlc of grace, 
are, without the Spirit, suited to the production of a spn- 
rious work. The means which the sinner is to use to lead 
liim to become a true Christian, and which promise to do 
so if he secure the intei-position of the Holy Spirit, are, 
without His influences, likely to lead to self-deception. 

The question, however, may arise, whether genuine con- 
viction may not be produced by the Spirit, but removed 
by natural means. To this we reply, that it is difficult to 
determine the presence of the Spirit in connection with 
any given religious exercises, or the use of any particular 
natural means, since He appropriates these in perfect har- 
mony with tiie natural principles which regulate them. 
Inysmuch as spiritual operations do not stand out froni 
natural exercises and means, either in manner or degree, 
so as to be distinct from them, no criterion is furnished by 
which to judge of their presence; or, at least, forjudging 
when the natural powers first begio to be affected by the 
Spirit's influence, though in more advanced stages of a 
spiritual work their presence might not be questioned. 
The Holy Spirit may strongly operate upon man when his 
natural powers are In a high degree of activity ; or lie may 
do so but slightly, the intensity arising chiefly from natu- 
ral causes. Or, if the natural powers are in a moderate 
degree of activity, this may be ascribable chiefly to the 
Holy Spirit, and but slightly to natural causes. Hence a 
person may be in very great distress, and have but slight 
genuine conviction of sin ; or be may have less distress, 
with deeper true conviction. 

To some, facts seem to teach that a genuine conviction 
of sin, and burden on account of it, are sometimes induced 
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by the Spiiit, and then removed in a natural way. In 
such cases, if they really exist, the removal of conviction, 
or of the burden, by natural means, is taken for forgive- 
ness. The Spirit is grieved away, and his departure 
taken for peace with God. The error is that which is 
commonly called mistaking conviction for conversion, 
which ia comparatively j-are. The more common form of 
eiTor is, that the conviction is natural, and is removed by 
natural means, 

FA.LHE FATTn. 

A counterfeit exercise of faith is also most naturally 
and easily acquired. The conception of it, arising from 
religious education merely, is, necessarily, exceedingly in- 
adequate and superficial. It is, of all the Christian graces, 
least understood by the most experienced, and most read- 
ily supposed to be understood by the inexperienced. The 
natural element of human character in which this spiritual 
product is received, ia a vessel so well suited to contain 
the heavenly treasure, that the container is quite likely to 
be mistaken for the thing contained. A merely intellect- 
ual belief ia adopted as true faith. 

Sometimes the inquiring sinner, by means of his re- 
ligious education, conceives that the work of regeneration 
consista chiefly in tho acquirement of fiith. The necessity 
of deep conviction of sin, struggle with it, and removal of 
it, have no particular prominence in his mind. He has 
been tanght that regeneration is often gradual, and con- 
sists chiefly in the gradual acquirement of faith. He is 
simply to believe in Jesus Christ, that He is able and will- 
ing to save, and that God ia willing to hear his prayer and 
foi'give his sins. In proportion as he Las this belief, he 
is a Christian. 
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This ia very easily obtained. All peraons who have 
been edacated in an evangelical manner do naturally 
believe this, without any spiritual influence. With the 
Jews, in the time of Christ, it was not so. In general, no 
Jew believed that Jesus was the Christ, even intellectually, 
but by the Holy Ghost. He would not do it unless his 
heart was broken and humbled by divine grace. But now 
it is othei-wise. That Jesus Christ was the Son of God, 
that he has power to save, and is willing to save, is readily 
believed by virtue of religious education alone. To be- 
lieve it is perfectly respectable. It involves no breaking 
of heart, no humbling of pride. It requires, moreover, no 
efFort to believe it. It is a fact so ■well established, that 
persons rightly educated in religious things cannot resist 
it. All the individual has to do, therefore, as he supposes, 
is to seek to realize this fact more than ho has done here- 
tofore, in a simply intellectual manner ; and that will be 
faith. By an effort of the will he strives, from day to day, 
to work himself more fully into this believing state of 
mind ; and when he has attained to a tolerable degree of 
it, he calls himself a Christian. This type of unrecogniza^ 
ble regeneration is not very uncommon. 

At other times the spurious exercise of faith comes in 
this way : The person has gained what he believes to be 
a tolerably good conviction and repentance, and he thinks 
that all he now needs ig more faith ; he must simply be- 
lieve that God is ready and willing to receive him, with- 
out requiring any further change in his feelings — upon 
the supposition that he has already sufficient sense of sin, 
penitence, and humility. If he can believe that, it will be 
faith. His desire that it should be so, enables him without 
difficulty to cherish this belief Or, at other times, the 
person's conception of faith is, that it consists of a belief 
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that GocI does hear hinij and hJs sin is forgiven. He is taught 
that unbelief is sinful, and hence thinks it is sinful for bim 
to doubt bis acceptance with God. Such a faith as tbis is 
easily acquired, especially where the desire is bo strong to 
believe what the person thinks he ought to believe. 

We remark, finally, that faitb is so refined a Christian 
grace, that tbe unenlightened person ia most conamonly 
rather obliged to imagine, or take it for granted, that be 
has it, without possessing anything definite enough to be 
called a countei-feit, 



FALSE HOPE. 

Tbe hope wbich ia acquired in nu re cognizable regenera- 
tion, is also a natural product. The ground out of which 
tbia counterfeit grace ai-ises, is the natural religious hope- 
fulness common to mankind. Into this natural endow- 
ment Christian hope is engrafted. Originally the natu- 
ral stock was good. Man hoped in God. Now he hopes 
in himself. Hence this sin-induced and falsely-directed 
hope must be broken off, and a scion of grace inserted. 
Man must be brought to despair of hiraselli and hope in 
Christ. In unrecognizable regeneration, tbis natural hope, 
instead of being broken off and grafted, is, by a religious 
education, and other influences, nurtui-ed into matmity. 
The counterfeits of a senae of sin, repentance, sense of 
forgiveness, and faith, lying about its roots, warm and 
stimulate it into an undue development. 

It is surprising how quickly this germ begins to shoot 
forth from the natural soil of the heart, — how little 
stimulus is needed to cause it to sprout and grow. Iri 
many cases it scarcely feels the warmth of even spurious 
religious exercise before its growth commences; and when 
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this takes place, nothing checks it. No sooner does it 
begin to bo nurtured by the other false gi-aces, than it 
outgrows and throws back upon them its baneful shade, 
wliich, in turn, excites them also to a more weak and 
unhealthy growth. 

Sometimes this natural and counterfeit hope does not ap- 
j>ear among the other features of unrecognizable regenera- 
tion until thoy have become developed into their full pro- 
portions; when, being unable to suppress its pent-up forces 
longer, it bursts forth among them, and becomes the domi- 
nant feature in-the counterfeit of the Christian character. 
In other instances, this Upas-tree of false hope springs np 
among other religious exercises which wodd give every 
promise of coming to a gracious maturity, were it not for 
the weakening, life-destroying shade which it casts upon 
them. When once hope begins to arise prematurely, it is 
quite certain to cause all otherwise hopeful struggles to 
become abortive of genuine results. It saps the life-blood 
of all true earnestness, destroys dependence on God, ar- 
rests the slaying work of the law, and prevents the soul 
from sinking down into renunciation and despair of self, 
where alone Christ will interpose and save. 

In this way, in multitudes of cases, a progressive and 
promising experience is arrested and defeated of its blessed 
resTilts, just as the law-work seemed about to give way to 
grace and faith in Christ. In all instances where once the 
feeling of hope, if it bo false, has gained the ascendency, 
it becomes the queen-passion in the soul. It rules and 
moulds all the rest. All the other feelings must assume a 
form corresponding to the individual's false conception 
that he has a hope in Christ. 

Oftentimes man's natural hopefulness, and its tendency 
to a premature and unspiritua! development, is pivsmoted 
]0 
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by the idea with which the person has become imbued, that 
the m.ain object in beoommg a Chnstian is to get i hope 
This is the first and Hat thing ty be sought foi, the sum 
total of the entire process Tht, natunl feeling of hope, 
common to every man, that he shill at last, in some wiy, 
be saved, under the jressuie of religions awakening, 13 
easily quickened and developed into unasual strength. 
Then, guided by religious instruction, it simply dofinea 
the way in which it expects salvation, as being through 
Jesus Christ, and at once assumes the title of a Christian 

There is also a superficial haste in which everything is 
done, characteristic of our time and countiy, which im- 
parts its influence to religious things. A feeling exists 
that religious undertakings, revivals of religion, and even 
the conversion of an individual soul, must be prosecuted 
■with great despatch. There is impatience with the delay 
which God may deem it necessary to employ, for purposes 
best known to himself; in order to accomplish his work of 
grace. The seeker after God is imbued with this fooling 
of haste, especially to begin to entertain hope. The point 
is illustrated in the inten'Ogation of a lad, professedly seek- 
ing Christ, who asked if it was thought he could become a 
Christian in a week. The necessary result of such influ- 
ence upon the natural feeling of hope, unslain by the law, 
is soon witnessed in a state of unrecognizable Vegoncra- 

FALSE LOVE FOR CHEIST. 

The acquirement of a counterfeit love for Christ is also 
easily accounted for upon natui'al principles, and as the 
result of a religious education. When Christ was on earth, 
I, both from political and religious c 
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ations. He waa estGcmed as a root out of dry groujid, ou 
account of the external aspect of his advent among men, 
as well as his real character. Men contemned the idea, of 
being saved through a despised Nazarene. Individual and 
national pride forbade it. But now it is otherwise. The 
external character of Christ, the manner of his advent, the 
plan by which he proposes to save, are, so far as their 
jiiijgmenta and intellectual tastes are concerned, perfectly 
acceptable to all who are soundly educated in religious 
things. There is the same reluctance and pride of heart 
with reference to being saved by grace, now as then ; but 
intellectually, Christ is honored. The original national 
and personal odium attached to his name has passed 
away, and given place to universal respect and esteem. 
The Jews who despised Christ are themselves despised, 
on that very account, by those who are as much averse 
at heart to being saved by gi-ace as were tliey. All per- 
sons who have had a proper i-eligious education are ready 
to profess a willingness, and even desire, to be saved by 
Christ. Their prepossessions, their intellectual tastes and 
judgments are all in favor of it. Nothing is in the way 
but an inherent self-righteousness, which, notwithstanding 
an intellectual sense of its propriety, yet absolutely rejects 
salvation by gi-ace. Though the Jews ai'e equally avei-sc 
with ourselves to being saved by grace, yet we are not 
equally averse with them to being saved by Christ. If 
tlicy must be saved by grace, they would rather any other 
than Christ would. be their Saviour; but we would rather 
Christ than any other should be ours. 

It is, thei-efore, easy to see how much moi-e readily love 
for Christ may now be counterfeited, than in the Saviour's 
time. Then there waa little danger. Everything stood 
oi>posed to it. Kow everything is in its favor. To pro- 
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fesa it involves no sacrifice, and is perfectly a 
Dien's intellectual prepossessions, judgments, and tastes. 
In consequence of an intellectual belief in ChriBt, and 
admiration of his character and way of salvation, almost 
all unconveited men suppose that, to some extent, they 
love him. They cannot conceive of themselves as being 
so wicked as to do othcnvisc. Hence, where the other 
Christian graces of conviction, repentance, and faith, are 
supposed to exist, a false love for Christ most naturally 
follows. Perfect assent to his character and plan of sal- 
vation, are taken for love. They are glad Christ has died, 
especially if by his death they think they shall be saved, 
— all of which may evidently be upon a selfish and self- 
righteous basis, while sin unlamentcd remains concealed 
in the recesses of the soul. 

It is obvious, also, how such persons come to conceive 
that they love Christ verj/ much. If a merely intellectual 
assent to and delight in liis character and work is perfect, 
and is taken for love, they would conceive of that love as 
being perfect. This feeling that they love Christ very 
much, is promoted also by their knowledge that they 
ought to love him very much, as well as by their selfish 
desire to reap the attendant benefits. 

Gratitude to Christ is intimately connected with love, 
and is counterfeited in a similar manner. The sinner re- 
flects upon what Christ has done. He has also a natural 
sympathy with his sufferings. Then he conceives that ho 
has done and suffered all for him, and can but feel a grati- 
tude for it. But he has no true spiritual apprehension of 
the sufferings of Christ, or of his sin which occasioned 
them; and hence his gratitude, however great, must be 
unspiritual and false. 

A counterfeit of love to God is also acquired in a siini- 
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lar manner, without tlie Spirit's aid. When, any one re- 
flects how much God has done for him, he can but feet a 
kind of gratitude. Almost all unconverted men suppose 
that ou this account they really love Him. If, therefore, 
they come to believe that they possess the other features 
of a work of giace, they will not consider this to be want- 
ing. 



Sa^^ness in reli^ous things immediately consequent 
upon a change, is supposed to be a decided mark and fruit 
of grace. It has been stated that the subject of a spurious 
conversion represents himseif as being uniformly very 
liappy. He does not see why he should be so happy, if it 
is not because he has been converted. But there is ad- 
equate cause for great happiness in the confident belief 
that one is born again. It does not matter that such is 
not the fact. The unwavering belief that one has just 
passed from death unto life, that he has escaped the wrath 
to come, and been made an heir of immorta! blessedness, 
in the company of saints and angels ; that all his sin has 
been foi^ven, and that the favor of God is to be uni- 
formly enjoyed henceforth, must of itself produce very 
great happiness. Suppose some unhappy, unfortunate, 
and neglected child of earth comes to believe that he has 
suddenly been made an heir to an ample fortune, under 
circumstances promising all the earthly comfort heart 
could wish, — would it not, for a time at least, necessarily 
make him happy, even though there were no reality in it f 
How much more must it be so with him who supposes he 
has reason to believe that ho has been made an heir to 
everlasting mansions in the skies, though there were no 
reality in that? 
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If eiich persons are aeted wliat makes thom happy, they 
are likely to answer that it is because they beUeve their 
sins have been forgiven, or because they think they have 
found the Saviour, They answer as if their happiness 
arose from simply an intellectual belief that they have 
become Christians. And this is its source — (he belie/th^i 
they are Christians, not their being such ; the belief that 
sin is forgiven, not foi^ivenesa. 

This is a spurious happiness, most natui'ally mistaken 
for the genuine. The true Christian may take pleasure in 
reflecting upon the fact that he has been born again ; but 
this is not the prime source of bis happiness. He cannot 
BO easily explain its origin. His happiness is a peace that 
passeth understanding. Hia rejoicing because he has 
become a Christian, is, at best, secondaiy. But with the 
false Christian it is primary. It is all the joy he has ; and 
since he conceives himself to be a Christian, he supposes it 
to be Christian happiness. 

We have represented the false Christian's happiness 
as produced by his belief tliat he has become a Chris- 
tian. Sometimes, however, this order is reversed. He 
believes he is a Christian because he is happy, and then 
his belief and happiness promote each other. In this case, 
the individual originafes bis happiness, by a direct eifort. 
He has learned that when persons are converted they 
become suddenly happy. He seeks, therefore, to feel 
happy, aa before he had sought to feel unhappy. He 
expects to feel suddenly happy ; tries to feel so ; examines, 
to see if be does not; perhaps is asked if he does not; 
thinks he does, and as he thinketh so he is. Or, if any- 
thing is lacking, his imagination supplies the deficiency. 

This spurious happiness i,8 occasion.illy promoted, in the 
beginning, by a feeling of gratification with the thought 
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of having got tlirough witli the ilifficult work of becoming 
a Christian. The process lias been lookel upon as tiying 
to pride, to self-denial, and to the whole naturd mm 
"When, therefore, it is over, the indiMduil la glad, ^s he 
would be upon the completion of anj diftimlt iindei nk 
ing. He would scorn the idea of being influenced by fiuch 
a feeling, and probably conid not be imde to rCLOgnue it 
in himself, notwithstanding obvious nnnifostations of its 
existence. 

The false professor represents himself as being J9er;^e(.(/y 
happy, because he experiences all the happiness ot which 
he has any conception. He is tiniforrnhj so, bec^u'^e his 
happiness is not so elevated and refined is to sufiei flora 
the grossness and materialitj' of eailh It lests, inoieover, 
upon his simple belief that he is a Chnstian, which, on 
aecount of his spiritual blindness, is not subject to varia- 
tion, arising from views of personal unworthinees, sinful- 
ness, and fruitless strugglings aiier a better life. Every- 
thing goes snioothly with him, because he is ignorant of 
every source of ahirm. 

The production of a fictitious happiness in performing 
the various e-Kternal duties of religion, is easily accounted 
for. It has been stated that tbe false professor claims to 
enjoy prayer very much, and, for the most part, at all 
times. This is because he believes it does him good to 
pray, and secures the favor of God. On account of his 
entire self-righteousness and spiritual blindness, tlie self- 
deceived professor thinks his prayers are perfectly accept- 
able and pleasing to God. His common and special bless- 
ings, he imagines, come in answer to prayer. This is 
enough to make any mortal love to pray. Tlie idea that 
the Rulor of the universe regards liim with so much appro- 
bation as to confer upon him blessings on so easy and 
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fiimiliar tei-ms, must induce a eelf-complacenco which ocn 
but be truly gratifying to the unrenewed man. If he 
thinks, as be does, that he can go to God and obtain bless- 
ings, as "he would from any earthly friend, overlooking the 
necessity of contiition of heart and humiliation, having no 
conception of the infinite holiness of God, and of bis own 
vileness in His sight, then it will be an exercise which he 
can but delight to perform. lie will take pleasure in com- 
mitting bis worldly business every day to God, and spread- 
ing before Him bis daily wants, if he can believe that by 
this means his business is prospered, and his daily wants 
are supplied. 

To the unenlightened professor, this false enjoyment of 
prayer seems very gi'eat, or even pei-fect, because it is the 
full realization of all that he has power to conceive, in the 
performance of this duty; but to the true Christian it 
would be as tasteless as would have been the husks to the 
prodigal, after having feasted upon the fatted calf! 

The false professor enjoys prayer eqtmUy well at all 
time,% because his prayer is not dependent upon spiritual 
influence, and hence he can successfully offer it at one 
time as well as another. Nor is be, on account of his self- 
righteousness, ever oppressed with a sense of his un- 
worthiness to pray, or to have his prayers heard and 
answered. 

Occasionally it is undei-stood by the false professor that 
the true Christian does not enjoy prayer at all times alike, 
and that this ia a peculiarity of the Christian state. He 
therefore expects this peculiarity to exist in his own case, 
and desires it as an evidence in his favor. In this state of 
mind he easily discovers a slight variation in his enjoy- 
ment, such as every man finds in performing his daily 
labor arising from the modified condition of the various 
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springs and forces of human nature, Lut having no spiritual 
connection whatever. 

This natural variation of enjoyment in prayer is, how- 
ever, a wealc simulation of that which is peculiar to the 
true Christian. If the individual were impressed with the 
idea that the Christian's enjoyment is uniform, then ho 
would not recogoize this natural variation, but would 
speak of his enjoyment as being uniform also, 

A fictitious happiness in performing other Christian 
duties, such as attendance upon public and social worship, 
Christian benevolence, and labor for unconverted men, ia 
accounted for in a simUar manner. The basis of it is 
satisfaction with one's self for having performed these 
duties, combined with the feeling that God approies it, 
and that it will be productive of personal weal and safety. 
The individual cultivates a pleasure in doing these things. 
Ho tries to enjoy them, and to believe he docs, as an evi- 
dence that he is a Christian, He shuts himself off from 
other enjoyments, and is resolved to have here all he 
has anywhere. Such a course will produce pleasure in 
these things, as it would in anything, else ; but it must be, 
at the best, spurious. It will be a pleasure, not in the 
doing of these duties, but in the considerulion that they 
are done. For the doini;/ of them the unrenewed man has 
no Christian relish. His natural conscience approves hira 
for seeking his happiness in this direction, and his unquick- 
ened conscience does not condemn him for seeking it iu a 
fiilse and unspiritual manner. 

These causes are adequate, also, to produce uniform 
pleasure in religious duties. Enjoyment which arises 
directly out of the spirit with which duty is performed, 
may and is quite likely to vary. But that which arises 
from reflecting that duty is done, does not vary. The one 
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is a life which ia tender, dependent upon being nurtured, 
and liable to be impaired ; the other is a hard, oayielding 
fact, which cannot suffer. 



TALSE "GOOn WORKS. 

The sentiment prevails that if a professor of religion 
maintains a good external walk, and is religiously zealous 
and active, it must necessarily be the product of a renewed 
heart. This is especially so if his activity and good works 
are of long continuance. But when it is remembered how 
much more ready and willing men are to be saved by 
works than by grace, and what apparently excellent effects 
the working power of legal righteousness has wrought in 
the world, it will be felt that outward works can no longer 
be relied upon as an infallible sign of grace. 

"We do not deny that men shall be known by tlteir 
fruits, but insist that the fruits must be discriminated. 
The Christian is not to be known by legal fruits, nor the 
legalist by Christian fruits. The fruits of legalism are as 
plainly recognized in- the Scripture as those of grace. The 
good works of the New Testament Pharisee were, out- 
wardly, of a most excellent character. They were even 
more abundant than the works of the publican, and, for 
anght we know, as long-continued. The house which the 
foolish man built was a legal work, and it was as well 
finished and furnished in every respect as was the house 
of the wise man. The two could not, probably, be distin- 
guished, except by digging down, and ascertaining that 
the foundation of the one was in the sand, and the other 
on the rock. So it is with the stmctures of legalism and 
of grace. They both appear well, and answer an equally 
good purpose, in all tlie ordinary circumstances of life, 
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until the last great storms come, wbicli shall try every 
man's work of what sort it is. 

The works of legalism will necessarily assume the form 
of Bpiritual works, according as they are moulded by an 
evangelical education. The spirit of legalism can as well 
put on the forms of meekness, humility, peoitence, un- 
worthiness, renunciation of self, faith, and reliance on 
Christ, as any other. Thei'e may be a legal spirit in keep- 
ing the law of grace, as well as the law of works. A man 
m.ay be prompted by self-righteous motives in obeying 
Christ, as well as in obeying Moses, or reason, or Mo- 
hammed, or the Pope, or any other master. 

The spurious good works of unrecognizable regeneration 
■will be more clearly accounted for, if we consider what are 
one or two of the elemental forces of legalism which 
impel to such works. First, it may be observed that it is 
in perfect accordance with man's natural constitution, that 
he should attempt to please God by his good works. He 
was created and endowed for this very thing, but by sin 
he has disqualified himself for it. Keveitheless, the same 
natural constitution still remains. When aroused to seek- 
ing the favor of God, the natural impulse of his whole 
being is, to do it by good works, as he always ought to 
have done, and always would do, but for sin. The i-esult, 
when he is awakened by any other power than the Holy 
Spiiit, is a vitiated system of good works. When the 
Holy Spirit awakens, he also enlightens and humbles the 
soul into the method of grace ; but no other power at the 
same time enlightens and humbles. Hence, when awak- 
ened by any other, by whatever religious creed he may be 
guided, he goes forward in the line of works, despising the 
method of grace because of its humility, and exalting the 
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legai on account of his pride and blindness to its vitiated 

Another motive-power which impels to legal works, 
having a resemblance to the works of grace, and which 
especially incites to perseverance in them, is the fact that 
the individual has no other grouud of trust. He has never 
yet rested his foot on the Rock, He has never dared to 
venture himself on Christ, and hence clings instinctively 
to his legal righteousness. He does it, too, with the perse- 
verance of a man who feels that it is his only safety. If 
he fall from his legality, he has nothing else to save him. 
He may at times feel that this is giving way, hut, like a 
drowning man, he will cling to it as Jong ae a plank re- 
mains. If his education and creed arc evangelical in their 
character, his iegalism will be evangelical in its form. 



The subject of a false religious experience sometimes 
understands that Christians are, at times, subject to doubts 
and fears lest they may have been deceived, which are 
regarded rather as signs that they are not deceived. The 
false professor, therefore, likes to have some doubts him- 
self; and even expects them. He does allow himself to 
doubt for a brief period, in order to strengthen his hope; 
but he does not really doubt, afler all. His manner of 
speaking of his doubts, discloses their connterfeit nature. 
When asked if he has thera, his answer is, "Yes; I sup- 
pose all Christians do," This is the reason he doubts, — 
simply because all Christians do. His doubts ai-e there- 
fore superficial and weak," They are as weak, compared 
with real Christian doubts, as are his sense of sin, faith 
and hope, when compared with those which are gena- 
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ine. They are, therefore, quite as easily accounted for 
on natural principles, as are those. His hope being cre- 
ated by himself, he can easily for a time suspend it. This 
suspension of hope is doubt, and it is doubt of no greater 
depth than the hope wbose suspension creates it. The 
false professor has no power to experience doubts like 
those of the true Christian. His conceptions of religion are 
all shallow, and his doubts and feara are equally so. He 
has no religion which be did not himself acquire, indepen- 
dently of the Holy Spirit. And he has no conception of 
the existence of any which he has not power to acquire at 
pleasure. Hence his doubts and fears cannot be very 
strong or alarming. He is pei-vaded with the feeling that, 
if he is deceived, he could easily seek again, and, doubt- 
less, the second time he should be successful. 

The removal of the Christian's doubts, also, is as readily 
counterfeited in unrecognizable regeneration as the pro- 
duction of them. The individual having produced them 
by the exertion of his own will, has power in the same 
way to remove them. His language respecting the mat- 
ter is, that he prays, and they quickly go away. But his 
prayer is only the exertion of his own will. 'Tie true 
that the force which he uses to remove his doubts is a 
feeble thing; but the thing to be removed is feeble also. 
It would be inadequate to remove a Christian doubt. 
This penetrates the very foundations of the soul, and re- 
quires the force of prayer which reaches the ear of God, 
and no slight or momentary application of that. He does 
not entertain his doubts as anything serious, nor does he 
suffer them to remain so long as to gain a grasp upon his 
being which he could not relax. 

We have thus far spoken of a class of doubts in unrec- 
ognizable regeneration which are nearly imaginary. In 
11 
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Rome cases, however, there seems to be, for a time, a real, 
lionest doubt on the jiart of the imlivulual whether he has 
been made the subject of a work of grace. Thia has 
more substance than that just spoken of, but less sensi- 
bility anil vitality, an^l, consequently, less painfulness, than 
the true Christian's doubts. It is based more upon the 
reason and judgment than either. The subject of such 
doubts, by reflecting upon what he has experienced, fears, 
in a moment when his better judgment prevails, and 
almost concludes, that it is nothing real after all. This is 
a simulation of what tho Christian sometimes experiences; 
but it is a simulation only. It does not, like his doubts, 
penetrate his whole being through and through with 
alarm. "With the Christian it is a sort of suspension of 
his life, and produces a kind of death-agony. In the other 
case it is a mere conclusion of reason, an exercise of the 
judgment. But, in view of this conclusion, there is no 
vital suffering. The soul, not having been quickened into 
life, has no eusceptihility of death-pains. There is no spir- 
itual view of the heinousness of sin, or of God's anger, or 
the pain of final separation from God. There is the same 
basis of indifference, in view of the possibility of being in 
an impenitent state, as exists in a condition of unawak- 
ened and unacknowledged impenitency. Such persons 
have sometimes been persuaded to give up their hopes 
entirely, without any more pain in view of their condition 
than if they had never cherished hope. 

This class of doubts are removed by a like superficial 
and counterfeit process. Sometimes they lead to a kind 
of self-examination, which is as false and nnspirltiial as are 
the doubts which occasion it, and is in perfect keeping 
with all the other features and exercises of the assumed 
Christian character. The subject of a spurious c 
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has no Bpiritual light to take into the dark chambers of his 
soul, and hence he has no means of conducting a true 
worlc of self-examination. A false examination, of course, 
results favorably to himself; or, at least, he interprets its 
results thus. He does not understand that the fact of his 
discovering nothing vile in himself, nothing contraiy to 
what a Christian ought to be, is a sign tliat he has no spir- 
itual light, rather than that he has no ein, and should be 
interpreted against him ; but, having searched as thor- 
oughly as he has power to search, and finding nothing in 
himself, his doubts and feare are at once dispelled, and are 
also prevented from intruding upon his peace in time to 

There is another kind of doubts belonging to this state, 
which are on this wise. There seems to be a kind of sub- 
stratum of doubtfulness in the person's feelings, upon 
which rests a superstructure of great confidence, being 
the reverse of the true Chrintian's feelings, which have a 
foundation of immovable reliance with a superstnicture 
of doubtfulness. This substratum of doubtfulness ex- 
presses itself in this way: "I don't ktiow as I am a Chris- 
tian, but I think I am." The expression may have been 
called out by want of encouragement, or an expression of 
distrust on the part of others. The individual utters doubt 
for the purpose of furnishing occasion to establish his posi- 
tion more firmly, in others' minds and in his own. Sus- 
picion from without existing that the structure of his 
hopes may be ill-founded, he jostles it, first on this side 
and then on that, in order to prop and brace it up more 
firmly. 

In the previous discussions we have contemplated a 
merely assumed work of grace as reanlting from a re- 
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ligioua ediication which is correct, the falsity of the work 
arising from the fact that the Holy Spirit was not con- 
nected with it. In sufh a case, since the edneatioti is cor- 
rect, the work is not only false, but well counterfeited. 
In some cases, however, of partially erroneous instraction, 
a kind of change occurs which passes for a work of gi-ace, 
but has hardly enough of the appearance of it to be called 
a coiintei-feit. An illustration or two must be mentioned. 

Sometimes an inquirer ia tanght that he can give his 
heart to God at one time as well as at another; or that he 
can do it at any given time, if he will only naake the 
effort. He is told, in a religious meeting, that be can 
become a Christian before leaving the house, or before 
again closing his eyes in sleep, and is exhorted to do so. 
The result is, that, after having sought for a time without 
success, he determines to bring the matter to a final issue. 
He resolves that he will not eat, or he will not sleep, or he 
will bow down in prayer and will not rise, until he has 
found relief Such a course is quite likely, ere long, to 
bring relief If the individual is not under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, the imagination will come to the res- 
cue, and induce a supposed relief before he has become 
reduced to any very extreme suflefing of body or mind. 

Another similar method of spurious conversion is as fol- 
lows : The person has been taught that his becoming a 
Christian is to consist chiefly in his coming to a decided 
resolution that he will henceforth give up the world, break 
off his sins, and serve the Lord. His change of heart is 
to consist in his solemnly determining to be no moi-e a 
worldling, seeking afler the pleasures and riches of earth, 
but to abandon these, and live a truly Christian life. He 
is to make up his mind iu a deliberate manner, to deny 
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himself to cast off his priile, and devote himself to true 
religion. 

Such a work is easily performed. The individual reflects 
that it is a very impoitaiit and necessary thing to become 
a Christian. He always meant to do so at some time, but 
could never fully make up his mind to ^ve his attention 
to it until the present. Ifow, he thinks it is his duty. 
Some affliction, or disappointment, or religious awakening, 
or an apprehension of the termination of life ere long, 
leads him at once to adopt euch a course. Without any 
breaking of beail or deep emotion, he comes out, deliber- 
ately and coolly, from the world, breaks off from his use- 
less or vicious pleasures, and professes to be on the Lord's 
side. He feels determined to persevere and see the end 
of the Christian race. His natural conscience approves 
the change, hia spiritual blindness does not detect the 
error," and so he actually takes a self-righteous pleasure 
and satisfaction in the course he has chosen, believing this 
pleasure to be the enjoyment of true religion. 

^ 11. — Talsb Treatment. 
We have thus far treated of man's naturally reli^ous 



character, and a religious education, as sources of a coun- 
terfeit of regeneration. The principle adopted is, that 
without a naturally religious constitution, man would be 
capable of experiencing neither a true nor a false conver- 
sion ; and that without a religious education to some ex- 
tent, he is not likely to experience either. And, more- 
over, that education which gives most promise of a truly 
gracious result, if it be appropriated by the Holy Spirit, 
is most likely to produce a counterfeit of it, if the Spirit 
11* 
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is not bestowed ; and the more perfect f ho oducntion, the 
more perfect will be the counterfeit. 

We inquire now what connection religious treaUiient baa 
with the subject under consideration. And hero it may 
be remarked that a pei-fect religious treatment cannot, as 
in the ease of a correct education, be conceived of as con- 
tributing to a false conversion. This may, however, be the 
case with the best religious treatment that can be received 
from the wisest and best of Christian men. Such treat- 
ment, tbroagh want of perfect spiritual insight, may be 
ill adapted to the end desired. By a slight want of fitness 
in some word of counsel or exhortation, the feelings of 
the seeker after God may be turned into a channel which 
shall lead to an unspiritual issue. That treatment which 
to human wisdom may seem best suited to a particular 
case, may, under the Divine eye, be seen to be quite the 
reverse. This being so, it is evident that much of the 
common, but well-intended treatment to which inquirers 
are necessarily subjected, must not only in some cases frus- 
trate the end sought, but in many othei-s lead to an issue 
which is false. 

Perhaps no kind of false treatment is more general at 
the present time, and more Ukely to lead to spurious con- 
version, than that of ur^ng inquirers to embrace the gos- 
pel, to the neglect of an endeavor to secure conviction of 
sin. Constantly to nrge and press it upon men to em- 
brace the gospel, in such terms as "to come to Christ," 
"to give their hearts to God," "to beheve in Jesus," "to 
accept of a Saviour," before they have any real sense of 
sin or of their need of a Saviour, must often result in a 
spurious work. Such treatment, so far as it has any 
eflfect, forestalls the foundation -work of regeneration. 

It may be said that these exhortations are intended to 
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embriico conviction of sin and being slain by the law. If 
so, then it is objected that they do not make the impression 
intended. Men are strongly inclined to pass over, in the 
easiest manner possible, their sin against God, aod seek to 
become reconciled to him without a recognition of it. 
When, therefore, God is represented to the sinner as mer- 
ciful only, and the sum of regeneration is exhibited as 
consisting in simply "coming to Christ," "believing in 
Jesus," "giving the heart to God," and "accepting the 
Saviour," he is quite likely to ignore the fact that he is a 
sinner, and that God is angry with him for it. There must 
be a direct declaration of that truth, in the most positive 
terms ; otherwise ho will regard God's mercy simply as 
goodness. He will look upon Christ, not as an atoning 
Saviour, but only as a kind and sympathizing friend. 

Or, again, it may be objected that these are scriptural 
exhortations, and that we have the sanction of divine 
authority for their use. To this wo answer that no objec- 
tion is made to the use of these exhortations, in a proper 
manner, and under appropriate circumstances. Neither 
Scripture invitations nor precepts are to be indiscrimi- 
nately employed. The objection lies against urging per- 
sons to accept of a Saviour before they feel any need of a 
Saviour, which is powerless, as it would be to invite men 
to drink when they are not thirsty, or eat when they are 
not hungry. Christ said, " Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give yon resi." But the 
exhortation is not to those who do not labor and aro not 
heavy laden. Such could not rest if tliey came. " The 
law is our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ." The 
objection lies against Christians attempting to take the 
■work of the law into their own hands, against their invit- 
ing the sinner at once to Christ, without first directing him 
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to the law, to be instructed thereby, and convinced of liis 
need, 

Christ should be exhibited agonizing on the cross, to 
prove that men have need of a Saviour, and to cause them 
to realize it. Conviction of sin may be sought by means 
of tho law or the gospel, either or both, as in any given 
case may be deemed most effectual. But is it not in vain 
to urge men to come to Christ, to accept of him as a 
Saviour, till this end is gained ? He himself declares that 
he came not to call the righteous — those who think them- 
selves righteous — but sinners to repentance. The reason 
men do not come to Christ is not so much because they 
arc not enough invited, as it is because the invitations, 
even of Chiist himself are powerless upon them, since 
they do not feel their need. When men see that they 
are sinners, that they have not only violated the law, 
but trodden under foot the Son of God, and that there 
is no way of escape for their guilty souls but through 
Jesus Christ, they will, almost instinctively, like the blind 
man, cry to bim for mercy. They can hardly be k^t 
from embracing him. ITiey will, at most, need to be 
pointed to him, with the exhortation, " Behold the Lamb 
of God 1" 

The treatment which is regarded as liable to produce 
a false effect seems to be based upon the supposition that 
men naturally feel that they are in a lost condition, es- 
pecially if they have been religiously instructed. Hence 
they are urged to come at once to Christ, and trust in him ; 
and the only conception- they have, or can have, of the 
exhortation, is, that they are to come and live for Chi'ist, 
promote his cause, and trast in him for blessing; whereas 
they should feel that they are in no condition to enter his 
service till they have first repented of their sin. They 
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cannot come to Lim as tlieir master, until they Lave 
tivHt conae to hini as their atoning Saviour. He will not 
receive their service till they have been washed in his 

Objection does not lie against employing these exhorta- 
tions in public address, if they are not used out of due 
proportion, when compared with instruction and exhorta- 
tion pertaining to the law and sin. Nor does it lie against 
their application to an anxious sinner, personally, if the 
law has already done its work in his heart, although in 
such a condition there will seldom be occasion for the 
exhortation. But to invite the sinner to trust at once in 
Christ, and accept of a Saviour, when the commandment 
has not yet come and revived his sin, must either produce 
no effect upon hira, or a spui-ious one. 

It has been shown that cii-cum stances, essentially affjct- 
ing the use of exhortations to believe and trust in Christ, 
have materially changed since these invitations were em- 
ployed by him and his immediate disciples. The Jews, aa 
a people, did not believe in Christ intellectually. They 
were bitterly opposed to acknowledging him aa their 
Saviour, for a variety of reasons, aside from their natural 
disposition to trust in their own righteousness, and their 
unwillingness to bo saved by grace. At the present time 
it is not so. Men do believe in Jesus Christ intellectaally. 
Intellectually, they are perfectly willing to trust in liim. 
The only hinderance to their acceptance of him is their 
natural self-righteousness, and consequent want of a felt 
necessity of having any Saviour. To exhoit men to be- 
lieve in JesTis and come to Christ, therefore, has not the 
same power now as when these exhortations were originally 
employed, since it does not now, as then, constitute the 
outward consideration over which the heart of the sinner 
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breaks. Then a merely intellectual acknowledgment that 
Jesus was the Messiah, was an unmistakable sign of faith. 
It was certain pi'oof that the law had done its work, and 
that the heart of the sinner was broken on account of sin. 
Then an intellectual belief in Christ, and willingness to 
accept him, came only after conviction of sin ; but now it 
goes before, and that, too, very far/ 

It clearly follows, therefore, that to exhort men to come 
directly to Christ, to trust wholly in him, just as they are, 
and accept of him as their Saviour, where there is no con- 
viction of sin, is well calculated, so far as it has any efl'ect, 
to cause a merely intellectual belief and trust in Christ as 
a friend, to take the place of conviction of sin, and a hearty 
embrace of Christ as an atoning Saviour and giorious 
Redeemer. 

Man's primary relation is toward God as bis Creator, 
Lawgiver, and Benefactor, wbile his relation to Christ as 
his Redeemer and Saviour is secondary and intermediate. 
Repentance is to be exercised toward God, and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ. At the present time, man's 
relation to God as the Law^ver is greatly neglected. 
Christ is urged upon the sinner as a Mediator between 
himself and God, before he realizes that himself and God 
are at variance, or that there is any need of mediation 
between them. Acceptance of Christ, therefore, becomes 
forced and unnatural, whereas it should be spontaneoiis 
and earnest. This arises from the liability of the public 
mind, in religious things as well as in others, to become 
unduly swayed in one direction, and so lose a well-balanced 
view and practice of the entire scheme of grace. The 
evil, moreover, perpetuates itself The greater the n 
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turn in a given direction becomes, the greater it is liable 
to become, until it expends itael^ and a yiolent reaction 

It should be added, in confirmation of the aboYe, that 
whUe an acknowledgment of faith in Jesus Christ fur- 
nished the ultimate test of the conversion of a Jew, yet 
the Scriptures enforce the duty of repentance as abun- 
dantly as they do that of faith ; and when they occur in 
connection, repentance takes the precedence. "John the 
Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Jndea, and 
saying, Kepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
"From that time Jesua began to pi-each, and to say, Re- 
pent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." " And he 
called unto him the twelve, and they went out and 
preached that men should repent." "Then Peter said 
unto them, Repent and be baptized for the remission of 
sins," " God commandeth all men everywhere to repent." 
" Jesus came into Galilee preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God, and saying. Repent ye, and believe the gos- 
pel," Paul, also, declares that he " taught publicly, and 
from house to house, testifying both to the Jews and also 
to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and fiuth toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Another mo le of t catn ent wh h cont 1 tes ery 
stronglj to pro 1 ce a cou tc fe t of a wo k of grice, is 
tl at a IS ng from the sent n ent that all f ersons who are 
seek ng to 1 ccome Chr at ans n ust be « formlj e cour- 
(/ 7 n tl e r eff ts No 1 sco r g g as] ect of the ib- 
je t n st ever 1 e prese te i to tl e r m la 1 t tl ey &1 ould 
be disheartened, and their eftoits relaxed. To talk to 
inquirers of God's purposes, of sovereign grace, of human 
inability and utter dependence on the Holy Spirit, is but 
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to cripple their courage, and defeat their salvation. Many 
Christiana fear to have inquirei-s told that "No man can 
come unto Christ except the Father draw him," and that 
" it is God that worketh in them, both to will and to do," 
!est they shall feel their weakness and dependence, and 
so abandon their endeavors to come to Christ 

Such treatment, applied uniformly and iudiecnmiuately 
to every stage of religious inquiry, is, in all but a few 
exceptional cases, likely to result in a spurious conversion. 
It does indeed greatly increase the number of nominal 
Christians, and as greatly prevent the increase of genuine 
ones, "No man can come unto Christ except the Father 
draw bim." There is no encouragement for the sinner, 
whatever, unless God, of his own free and sovereign grace, 
have mercy on his soul. To realize these truths is the 
fundamental part of a work of grace. The sinner must 
be reduced to absolute despair of all his own efforts, before 
he will flee to Christ. The process involves a state of 
extreme discouragement and hopelessness. The sinner 
must see that every other resource and refuge is gone, 
before he will fall at the foot of the cross for mercy. He 
must be brought actually to taste of death, before salva- 
tion can become most sweet to his soul. It is thus that 
" the righteous are scarcely saved," and only thus that a 
Saviour becomes most precious. 

Carefully to suppress, therefore, every word of alann to 
the sinner, and constantly hold up before him a hopeful 
prospect of success in his efforts, is to use the direct means 
to defeat the end in view. The seeker after God who is in 
a state of hopefulness that he shall soon realize the object 
of his search, is yet in a very unhopeful condition. He 
has not begun to appreciate tiie danger to which he is 
exposed, nor the dreadful wrath of God toward him on 
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account of sin. To encoarage such hopefulness, is to 
ignore the sinner's sin, the holiness and justice of God, 
and the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit. 

To effect a reconciliation hetween God and the sinner, is 
the most difficult work ever undertaken, even by God him- 
self. It is that in \-iew of which every impenitent soul has 
infinite reason to tremble and be afraid. To exhibit it to 
impenitent, nnenlightened, and unawakencd men, as a 
matter in regard to which they have every reason to be 
hopeful and encom-aged, and to seek to induce them to 
enter upon the work of seenring their salvation, by repre- 
senting that it may be accomplished with ease, is the direct 
means of leading them to a faise conception and a corre- 
spondingly false experience of a work of grace. A man's 
efforts to effect any undertaking will be energetic and 
earnest, according to his conception of its greatness and 
difficulty. It is not natural to expend much energy, over 
and above what the end to be accomplished demands. So 
an individual's experience of a work of grace will be 
likely to be deep and thorough, according to his concep- 
tion of the greatness of the work to be wrought. If its 
difficulties are all ignored, if his conception of reconcilia- 
tion with Gtod is that there is no difficult adjustment 
to bo effected between a rebel subject and an offended 
Jehovah, but that God is already reconciled, and it is 
only requisite that he should resolve to forsake his sin, 
and live for God, which he may do at any time, then his 
reconciliation will be likely to be entirely spurious. Ho 
will be utterly unprepared for a work that is genuine and 
thorough, 

Man's natural conception of what it is to become a 
Christian is altogether superficial. He is, naturally, too 
hopeful, and too much encouraged in regard to it. He says 
12 
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to the Saviour, " Go thy way for this time ; when I bave a 
convenient season I will call for thee." The idea that he 
will attend to it at a convenient season, implies that he 
conceives it to be so easy to become a Christian, that it ia 
not necessary to regard particularly the Lord's will or the 
Lord's time. Ho may attend to it at any time most con- 
venient to himself. To encourage this disposition, there- 
fore, when it should be broken up, and the feeling induced 
that the soul is in great danger, that God is angry, and 
that it is feaiful to tamper with his mercy and justice, is 
the direct course for promoting a work that is false. 

Here it may be asked. If no encouragement is held out 
to men to seek to become Christians, who will make any 
effort? Must not Christ be set forth as a Saviour ready 
" to save to the uttermost, all who will come unto God by 
him?" It must be undci-stood that the treatment objected 
to is not that of encouraging men to seek to become Chris- 
tians, but it is that of endeavoring to produce an encour- 
aged and hopeful state of mind in impenitent and unen- 
lightened persona who are inclined to seek religion. They 
should be encouraged to seek for such a view of them- 
selves as would be exceedingly discouraging to them, and 
as would reduce them to a state 'of utter hopelessness. 
They should be taught that when they have attained to 
this, they may be encouraged that a work of grace is in 
progress. No man is ever converted while in an encour- 
aged and hopeful state of mind. Christ is accepted by the 
sinner only in the last extreme of conscious peril. He is 
saved as a brand from the everiasttng burnings. 

Another kind of treatment which tends to promote 
spurious conversion, consists in the effort to induce men 
to become Christians for the sake of the haziness which 
the Christian life affords. No objection lies against in- 
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structing unconverted persons that the Christian life has 
a peace that passeth understanding. This should be im- 
pressively set before them. But to represent this life as 
one of niimingled happiness, and to endeavor to induce 
them to become Christians by virtue of the implied motive 
of enjoying this happiness, has the tendency to supplant 
a genuine expeiionce by one that is false. 

In the first place, such a statement regarding the Chiis- 
tian life is not true ; and we are not warranted in employ- 
ing an untruth to persuade men to become Christians, 
however well adapted to the end it may seem. The Word 
of God, and all experience, teach that in this life the Chris- 
tian shall have tribulations; that he shall be persecuted 
for righteousness' sake ; and that, like his Master, he shall 
be "a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." He 
may, like Paul, glory in all these things ; yet not for their 
sake, but on account of the discipline they minister to a 
higher end. "If ye bo persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
happy are ye;" yet not on account of the persecution, but 
the end it serves. There is a joy in true religion which 
the world do not know ; and there is a sorrow in it which 
they do not, and cannot know, until enlightened by the 
Holy Ghost. 

To acquaint unconverted men with this truth as it is, 
and_ allow it to have its legitimate effect upon them, is 
important and salutary. But to present unvarying hap- 
piness on earth as the grand inducement for becoming 
Christians, is utterly powerless to effect a true Christian 
experience. How can such a motive conduce to enlighten 
man as to his guilty nature, and lead him to repentance 
and faith in a crucified Redeemer? It would seem, some- 
times, as if it wero supposed that the great, magnetic 
power of the cross lay just here. Some Christians are 
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lliorouglily penetrated with the sentiment that oothitiir 
but the pleasures of religion must be exhibited to uncon- 
verted men, lest they should be discouraged from seeking 
it. There must be no dull notes in their songs. If they 
have sorrows, they must be carefully suppressed, — as if true 
religion could not commend itself, but, to be attractive, 
must be only partially known. 

It is admitted that such an aspect of religion is invit- 
ing; but it is evidently inadequate to lead to anything 
more than a spurious i-esult. It may incite to reformation 
of the outward life, upon a self-righteous basis; but it has 
no adaptedness to awaken a sense of guilt, or produce re- 
pentance or humiliation. It may lead men to seek for an 
increase of the same kind of liappiness they already pos- 
sess, arising from satisfaction with themselves; but it will 
not lead them to abandon this, and seek for a happiness 
which is diverse, arising from brokenness of heart before 
God, and undeserved forgiveness of sin, through a gracious 
Redeemer, Such a mode of treatment, therefore, of 
unconverted men, must be not simply ineffectual, but 
deleterious. 

Similar in their spirit, and equally liable to produce spu- 
rious conversions, are the means sometimes employed for 
creating and promoting revivals of religion. We refer to 
those which are of a politic rather than a spiritual natui-e; 
such, for example, as an endeavor to create a revi\al by 
producing an expectation that a revival is about to occur, 
and then endeavoring to promote it by reprPsenting Ihe 
work as very great, and greatly increasing. Objection lies 
not against making a truthful statemont of facts, and 
allowing it to have its le^timate effect, but against insult- 
ing God's sovereignty, and ignoring man's dependence, by 
i-esorting to means of a worldly nature to accomplish a 
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spiritual end. Doubtless ench means may be overruled to 
the real conveniion of some souls, thougb adapted to pro- 
duce converaion that is spurious. 

It h.ardly needs to be said that of a like character is the 
practice of ur^ng persons who may be inclined to seek 
religion to perform certain external acts, which imply a 
committal of themselves as seekers after God, a subduing 
of pride, and a willingness to do whatever may bo requi- 
site for becoming Christians, Objection lies not against 
the practice itself, but against an improper mode of em- 
ploying it, especially against great urgency and fi-equency 
in its use. Wisely employed, it may be of benefit; nfl- 
wiseiy, of great injury. A peculiar attitude of mind often 
exists among religious inquirers, upon which it may be 
serviceable to bring to bear some tests of their willingness 
to commit themselves as having entered upon the work 
of seeking their salvation, or of their willingness to sub- 
mit to any terms the gospel may impose, involving what- 
ever sacrifice of pride or aught else. But if tiie inquirer 
is not in this particular frame, then the performing of such 
acts is likely to be harmful rather than beneficial. Fre- 
quent and strong urgency to commit themselves, may 
indeed be overruled to a salutary end ; bat it is calculated 
to produce the opposite. 

In the first place, this urgency involves and conveys the 
impression that these acts have some efiiciency, or that 
they are an essential part of true conversion. Having 
repeatedly performed them, the inquirer conceives of him- 
self as having gone through with a certain part of the pro- 
cess of becoming a Christian. Or, he thinks that his wil- 
lingness to perform these acts is a proof of hts being a 
real, eai-nest, and sincere seeker after God ; that his pride 
is humbled, and that he is fully willing to submit to the 
12* 
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terms of salvation; -whereas in tliese outward acts there is 
no test of these inward feelings, unless the inquirer is pre- 
cisely in the frame of mind suited to being tested by the 
particular means employed. 

The young man in the gospel would, doubtless, have 
freely submitted to the act of rising for prayers, or taking 
the anxious seats, or any other test except the one the 
Saviour employed; and his submitting to those would 
have greatly strengthened his felse hope that he was a 
Christian. As with the test applied to this young man, 
these external acts should serve to expose to the inquirer 
th^e point of unwillingness in him to become a Christian. 
Hence refusing to submit to these teste, often has a better 
effect than compliance with them. Performing these acts 
may either be mistaken by the inquirer for the inward 
feeling, or regarded as signs that the feeiing is in advance 
of what it really is. Or submission to these re(i«irements 
may even be taken by the individual for submission to the 
terms of salvation. 

^ III. — Deoeitfui-ners of Sin. 

The discussion has hitherto pertained to those external 
influences which operate as the causes of a counterfeit 
experience of religion. There are two other causes con- 
tributing to this result, which must not pass unnoticed. 
They are the real animus, or rather the virus, the poison 
of all the others. These are the deceitfulness of sin, and 
Satanic influence. Without these to infuse their influence 
into them, the other causes would have no power to pro- 
duce the disastrous results which have been described. 
It is by these that good means are made to promote a 
bad end. 
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Doubtlesa tbe raost prominent and fatal characteristic 
of sin is its power thoroughly to deceive both the subject 
of it and unsuspecting and undieceming observers. He 
who is deceived by sin, is entirely unaware of the fact. To 
be deceived, one must be confident that he is not deceived. 
This confidence sin has the power to produce and sustain. 
It perfectly disarms the individual of all ability to detect 
the deception he is under. It is willing to adjust itself to 
any creed whatever; it will make any professions, and any 
confessions, if it may only retain possession of the heart. 
It is willing the individual should make any declarations 
he please regarding his views of sin. He may declare his 
hatred of it, his non-possession of it, or his determination 
to war against it. It is not the highest aim of sin to cause 
its presence and Its works to be seen and acknowledged. It 
is willing, if necessary, to live and reign in the heart, and 
receive no credit. It is more anxious about deeds than 
professions. It cares more for the spirit than for the out- 
ward works. It is so anxious to retain possession of the 
soul, that it will readily consent to leave the matter of 
credit to be adjusted at that tribunal where "every secret 
thing shall be brought into judgment, whether it be good 
or whether it be evil," So far as may be, it doubtless 
loves to have open triumph in this world. It desires to 
make the ranks of its professed votaries appear as formi- 
dable as possible, for the sake of its greater sway. But 
where the restraints of a religious education, or desire to 
escape the consequences of sin and secure the rewards of 
holiness, prevents, it is quite ready to yield the advantages 
of an outward profession, for the purpose of retaining to 
itself the citadel of the heart. It will, for the sake of a 
better protection, even lend its influence to produce a good 
external living. 
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The fact that sin possesses such a characteristic, is not sof- 
ficiently regarded. The supposition too commonly prevails 
that 

" Sin has (noO a tliousnnd treacherous arts 
To practise on t)ie niind;" — 

thit It h^8 no disposition to concea! itself^ and that it so 
hates holmesa as never to put on even the garb thereof. 
It IS supposed that the sinfulness of the heart always 
exhibits Its true colors, and in this respect discovers a 
prusewortby honesty. Hence if a man with apparent 
sincerity professes to have found the Saviour, it is thought 
it should not be questioned. One must know his own 
feelings, and he can have no motive to deceive. If ho 
honestly believes and declares that he loves the Saviour, 
or that he enjoys prayer in tho true spirit, to doubt the 
statement, and seek for other evidence, is uncharitable 
and unkind. But if it is remembered that the heart, by 
reason of sin, is deceitful above all things, and that, in 
consequence, a person who is not enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit is ignorant of himself, the propriety of such a course 
becomes apparent. A man's honest opinion of himself 
cannot be trusted. He becomes the subject of a work 
which he does not know is feigned. 

The sentiment is also sometimes expressed, that though 
it might not be safe to trust the statements of the young 
and ignorant respecting themselves, yet it is otherwise in 
regard to persons of intelligence and known integrity. 
This, however, is utterly false to the premises in the case. 
Is he less likely to be deceived by sin, who has been under 
its dominion for forty years, than he who has been so for 
only ten ? Or, it is said that the man of forty has a more 
mature judgment, and better understands his own feelings. 
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So, we answer, hiia a man of forty, who is blincl, a more 
mature judgment than a child of ten who ia also blind. 
But has he, in consequence, any better knowledge of col- 
ors than the child? Mental cultivation has not the slight- 
est power to open blind eyes, or give spiritual perception. 
Sin baa ample ability to deceive the most intelligent and 
mature, as well as the young and ignorant; indeed, in 
them it finds a larger material into which to transfuse Its 
baneful poison, and so produce a deception deeper and 
stronger, and far less easy to be broken up. Hence the 
liability that a man of intelligence and strength of charac- 
ter will be deceived by sin, is at least equally strong with 
that which exists in the case of a child, or a person of 
limited intelligence. The more mental development and 
religious knowledge the individual possesses, the more 
ample means sin has for producing a counterfeit work, 
which shall be most likely to deceive. The materials 
being abundantly furnished, the inducement is strong for 
the sinner to attempt to erect a structure himself with 
which to cover his houseless head, 

5 IV. — Satanic Infltjebce. 

The last cause of which we shall treat as contributing 
to a merely supposed work of gi'ace, is that of Satanic 
influence. Here we have to contemplate the personal 
agency of Satan himsellj exerting a direct influence npon 
the minds of men in any and every possible way, in order 
to prevent them from becoming the true followers of Jesus 
Christ. He ia " the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience," 
His influence ia the opposite to that of the Holy Spirit, — 
the one being for evil, the other for good. The Holy 
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Spirit is the mightier agency; but the inferiority of the 
Evil Spirit ^ compensated, in part, by the fact that liis 
opei'attons are ia accor<3ance with the natural tendencies 
of the heart, while those of the Holy Spirit are against 
them. They form a parallel, too, in that these pei-sonal 
agencies themselves are invisible. "The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth ; so 
is every one that is bom of the Sjiirit," or destroyed by 
the works of the Devil. The Evil One, like the Holy 
Spirit, operates upon the mind, in perfect harmony with its 
free mord agency, so much so as to prevent all suspicion, 
on the part of the individual, that he is influenced fi-oni 
any external source. Like the Holy Spirit, he has an 
accurate knowledge of the human mind, the motives by 
which man is wont to be actuated, and is thoroughly 
acquainted with the secret avenues to the inmost recesses 
of his heart. Ho is well acquainted, also, with the plan 
of salvation, and all the features of an experimental work 
of grace. 

But, unlike the Holy Spirit, the preeminent attribute of 
the Evil One is to deceive. He is a liar, and the father 
of lies, and especially of such lies as have the most re- 
semblance to the truth. It is his particular province to 
deceive and blind the mind, as it is that of the Holy Spirit 
to undeceive and enlighten. He loves to see men resting 
upon false hopes of heaven, and loves to use his influence 
to produce them. He is the fabricator of sparious con- 
version, as the Holy Spirit is of genuine. He uses the 
same materials to construct his false work that the Holy 
Spirit does for the true, and, by a most artful counterfeit, 
he moulds them into the same extcraal form. The Holy 
Spirit has a peculiar power to enlighten and convince the 
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Boul as .to the genuineness of his work, and the Evil Spirit 
has a peculiar power to deceive the soul as to the genuine- 
ness of his. When men are being persuaded to seek for 
true religion, Satan knows too well how to thrust into 
their possession an artful counterfeit, if he cannot entice 
them into open sin. He loves to induce false hopes of 
being saved in the gospef way, because of the almost cer- 
tain barrier they form against future genuine experience. 
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EESULTS OP tfNEE COGNIZABLE EEGES"EKATION, 



The results of being left to experience a false conver- 
sion, are inexpressibly sad. That chiefly to be lamented ia 
the almost insuperable barrier it forms against an experi- 
ence that is genuine. We can conceive of nothing which 
stands so directly in the way of a trne work of grace, 
as a counterfeit of it ; and the more perfect the counter- 
feit, the more efficient an obstacle it becomes. A false 
experience based upon sound doctrine, is most of all to 
be avoided. No change of sentiment can be expected to 
produce an improved condition. Hence a false professor 
of true religion is in a more dangerous case than a true 
professor of false religion. 

It would seem as if the outward performance of Chris- 
tian duties would, in process of time, lead to a vital 
acquamtince with them; bat neither observation nor a 
sound philosophy confirms such a supposition. How rare 
an occurience is it to see a person become truly converted, 
after haMng been introduced into the visible church of 
Ghribt ' If the tendency of performing the outward duties 
of religion is to lead to conversion, such occurrences ought 
to be frequent in the churches, or else the membership is 
far more free from false professors than has ever been sup- 
posed. At all events, if the profession of religion tends to 
conversion, we should expect more conversions in the 
churches, or fewer exclusions from them. Facts, however, 
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prove that neither the performance of the outward dnties 
of religion, nor the restraints of a Christian profession, nor 
the discipline of the churches, has comparatively the least 
tendency to induce a vital knowledge of the truth where 
it has never before existed. 

Who ever heard of church discipline being instrumental 
in the conversion of a wayward member? It has often 
been instrumental in the return of a backslider, or the 
repentance and reformation of a disciple that had wan- 
dered; but where the life has evinced that the person 
bad never tasted the grace of God, the general effect of 
discipline has been to drive such from the visible fold. 
Those who have been led by this means to repentance 
and reformation, have seldom regarded this as their original 
conversion. Judas was driven to his own place, while 
Peter repented; but neither was converted after being 
received into the apostleship. Nor has the reflex influence 
of having performed, for a time, the outward duties of 
religion in the visible church, enjoyed its instructions and 
associations, and I'eceived its discipline, been referred to as 
the means, under God, of the individual's conversion at a 
subsequent period. 

It is not the design of the cultivation attendant upon a 
Christian profession to produce a new and vital change in 
the heart, but to nurture that which is supposed to have 
taken place already. Nor can we expect that the Holy 
Spirit will interpose to bless the saci'ed influences of an 
outward profession of rehgion to the conversion of a de- 
ceived professor. If it were so, then Judas ought to have 
been converted, instead of hanging himself. The Holy 
Spirit operates upon the minds of men in harmony with 
natural laws. He never violates a true mental philosophy. 
We have no right to expect that he wil! employ that 
13 
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whiuh is naturally suited to develop character, for the pur- 
pose of producing a I'adical change in the same. The 
individual who is deceived, whether he has publicly pro- 
fessed religion or not, naturally and necessarily, fi'om the 
position he occupies, uses all the means of grace, not for 
the purpose of radically changing his character, but to 
improve it. Hence it is simply presumption for him to ex- 
pect a vita! change. It is not uncomraon to find persons 
who have recently ventured to believe they have become 
Christians, using such language as this : "I mean to per- 
form all my duties, and if I am not a Christian, I hope I 
shall become one." This is a vain hope. The performing 
of external duties does not mate one a Chi-istian. No 
man is in a position to do the duties of a Christian until 
he has become reconciled to an offended God. To at- 
tempt to perform them without repentance is assuming the 
cha n ge able n ess of Jehovah; and no one can hope that that 
assumption will be blessed to his conversion. To direct a 
pcraoD therefore, who is seeking to become a Chiiatian, to 
go forward and do his duties, leaving the question as to 
whether he has been converted, is dangerous in the ex- 
treme, in case such a one has not already passed the crisis 
of a gracious work. 

Another obstacle in the way of the conversion of a f.lse 
professor, is, that he has formed in his mind an idea of 
what the Christian graces and spirit arc. It is an idea 
which he has cherished long, and hence it has become 
thoroughly imbedded into his mental constitution. From 
the want of spiritual enlightenment, no deficiency in his 
views has been discovered. His confidence is therefore 
unwavering and unbounded. He thinks he perfectly un- 
derstands his feelings as they are and ought to be. To 
become truly converted, he must be stripped of these false 
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conceptiona. His confidence In his own views mast be 
destroyed. It matters not how much nor how long he 
may have studied, and read, and heard, and compared, and 
seen, and weighed. If the Holy Spirit has not enlightened 
his soul, then he knows nothing yet as ho ought to know. 
Before he hecomes a Christian he must realize this. His 
knowledge must be reduced to the zero point. He must 
be brought, like a little chUd in absolute darkness, to beg 
for light. But this is difficult. These natural and false 
conceptions have become indurated into a long cherished 
and established creed. He has been in the habit of exer- 
cising a kind of repentance, faith, love, joy, and hope, and 
has regarded them as truly Christian exercises. He has 
been accnstomed to enjoy prayer, and has fii-mly believed 
it to be real spiiitual enjoyment; whei-eas, in spirit, none 
of these have the semblance of a truly Christian character. 
He has not the slightest conception of the possibility of 
an experience of these things lying beyond his own. To 
nndei^o such an extreme change, therefore, in his views, 
becomes, humanly speaking, a moral impossibility. He 
has, indeed, no inclination to seek for snch a change. He 
performs all duties, therefore, receives all instruction, and 
makes all research to confirm the course he has chosen. 

The deceived professor has been accnstomed, also, to a 
false exercise of the Christian graces. This is hkewise an 
obstacle in the way of an exercise that is genuine. 

In tlie first place, the feeling that one is very far from 
having in exorcise the Christian graces, is one of the most 
favorable mental states for acquiring them. There needs 
to be a cultivated habit, on the part of unconverted men, 
of believing that they are by nature utterly destitute of 
evoiything that has even the semblance of the fruits of tlie 
Spirit, in order to ensure the greatest promise of future 
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blessing. This should not be merely a passiug feeling, 
but an abiding conviction, which has grown with the 
growth, and become an essential part of the mental con- 
st ttution. 

He who has been in the habit, for any length of time, 
of believing himself to be a Christian, is in the opposite 
of this condition. He has been accustomed to believe 
that he has had the Christian graces in exercise. Or, if he 
comes to the conclusion that he has been mistaken in re- 
gard to the nature of his exercises, he stiil retains the feel- 
ing that he has ma^le a somewhat near approach to true 
religion. A man who has had in his possession counter- 
feit money, which he believed to be good, has a different 
feeling from one who has never owned even a counterfeit 
dollar in his life. He still retains, for a time, the worthless 
material about him, and does not foci so poor in possession 
of it, though convinced of its worthlessness, as he would 
without it. 

It is even so with him who has for a time been in pos- 
session of a counterfeit religion. In the nature of the case, 
it is impossible for him to realize his destitution as other- 
wise he would. That which has the close appeaiance of 
real money, or true religion, serves to create and sustain 
the impression that it is such; and, in the case of re- 
ligion, by so much is the earnestness in seeking for th'it 
which is genuine impaired. To be deeply and vitally 
earnest in seeking, the sinner must be dispossessed of the 
feeling that he has ever made the slightest approach to a 
spiritual condition. Under ordinary circumstances, this 
is difficalt. It is even more difficult than the work of con- 
version proper. In the case before us it is especially so. 
Ip is more difficult to become disabused of old habits of 
thought and feeling, than to acqaire new ones. 
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The individual, for example, has been in the habitual 
exercise of a kind of prayer, repentance, faith, and love, 
which are thoroughly spurious. To divest himself of the 
habit induced by these exercises is, humanly speaking, a 
mutter of almost utter impossibUity, — which stands in the 
way of a vital religious experience. If an original, literary 
education is imperfect or false, it is fatal to a finished and 
perfect scholarship thereafter. Analogous are the effects 
of a false religious experience. It were far better for a 
person never to have had any conceptions of the Christian 
graces, or any religious exercises, than such as are false. 

The natural priJe of the heart is also opposed to the 
abandonment of one's opinions and exercises, especially if 
they have been cherished long. The truly regenerate per- 
son may have sufficient humUity to confess to an error in 
religious experience, but it can hardly be expected of one 
whose natural pride is yet unsubdued. Such persons often 
declare their willingness and desire to see and confess 
their error, if they are in error ; bat they have not tlie 
slightest conception that such is the case, or they would 
not be so ready to make this declaration. Indeed, they 
are resolved to shut their eyes against it. Their pride 
stimulates them to .cling to their profession, when it has 
once been made, in the face of the most appalling danger. 

It is also a disitppointment to an individual to abandon 
what he has believed to be a good preparation for death 
and a glorious immortality. It is a disappointment which 
he dreads to incur, and feels he cannot endure. Besides, 
an instinctive feeling of unsafity is connected with it. 
The person says: "If I abandon this, I have nothing to 
cling to. My hope is then entirely gone." The actual 
sentiment of his heart is, tliough he would not like to 
acknowledge it, that a &lse hope is better than none. 
18* 
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The deceived professor also being nnenlightened, and 
hence incapable of perceiving any imperfection in his hope, 
cannot feel that he ought to abandon it. Ordinarily, per- 
sons in this state conceive that to do so would be exceed- 
ingly wrong. The true Christian often thinks it wrong to 
cherish his hope while so much cause exists for its aban- 
donment ; but the false professor thinks it would be wrong 
to abandon his while so much cause exists for cherishing 
it. He looks upon the integrity of his Hfe, the correctness 
of bis example, and his promptness and strictness in the 
performance of religious duties, and ascribes them to the 
efficiency of his hope. He believes that he has great love 
for Christ, enjoyment of prayer, desire to do good, and 
ascribes these to the same source. To abandon a hope, 
thei-efore, which is productive of so much good, he thinks 
would be a great moral wrong. 

The question may arise here whether false professors of 
religion do, ordimiilj, thus continue to cherish hope, and 
maintain an outward conformity to the requirements of 
their profession , oi whethet, m ptoccs'i of time, from the 
want of a true relish for religious things, they do not lose 
their zeal, lapse mto ■wotldlmess, and so Lonclude they have 
been deceived ; or, still again, whether they do not, ere 
long, fall into some o}ien violation of their profession, be- 
come subject to excommunication, and in this way arrive 
at the same conclusion of self-deception? Undoubtedly 
many do thus lapse into worldliness, and lose their religious 
zeal ; and many more fall into open sin, and lose their con- 
nection with the visible church. What proportion of all 
who suffer exclusion are false professors, or what propor- 
tion of false professoi-s suffer exclusion, we cannot say. It 
is, however, to be regretted that so many, who give no 
evidence of true piety, are left to persevere so long in 
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maintaining an ontward conformity to the requirements 
of their profession upon a seif-rigiiteous basis. Facts will 
sustain the statement, also, that those who fall from their 
profession seldom conclade, in consequence of it, that they 
were deceived ; or if they do, they seldom or never after- 
wards become truly converted. 

Undoubtedly the collected history of those who, from 
want of a true relish for spiritual things, have lapsed into 
worldliness and lost their profession, would show that their 
course has been as follows: Either they have become 
careless and indiiferent about their religion until the ap- 
proach of I tb \ih n their old hope has been recovered 
from the ubh h n wh ch it had been buried long, for the 
purpose f u t n them in the dying hour, and easing 
them off n f t bly as possible Into a dreadful eter- 

nity; or 1 time of affliction or religious awak- 

ening, they have been led to resume their profession upon 
the original basis, and retain it until eternity has revealed 
to them its real nature. The history of those, too, who 
have lost their profession by open violation, would show 
that they have, in consequence, either acquired a profound 
disgust for religion and distrust of its reality, which has 
continued to the end of life, or, except in the rare in- 
stances of confession and reformation, they have justified 
themselves, decried the decision which condemned them, 
and so determined to continue until the final judgment 
which shall settle all. In neither of these classes has there 
been an abandonment of the original ground of hope, and 
a new and genuine experience of vital i^eligion. Hence it 
may be stated, as a general rule, that false professors of 
reli^on live and die resting for salvation upon no other 
than the basis of a false profession. 

This leads us to speak finally of the mental attitude of 
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hope, in a deceived professor, as being an almost insuper- 
able barrier against genuine experience. Facts show that 
hope once cherished for any length of time, whether true 
or false, is seldom abandoned. An intelligent Christian dea- 
con, upon a sick-bed, in reply to a remark that it waa hoped 
he was enjoying the comforts of religion, once said: "If 
I am not prepared to die, it is too late ; I shall probably 
rest upon the hope of my youth. It is diiBcult to abandon 
a hope that has been cherished so long." The remark is 
full of tiuth, and i'i as pertinent to a false hope as to one 
that is genuine. Men seldom pull down a pleasant and 
comfortable dwelling, simply because its foundation is in 
the sand. 

The mental habitude of hoping is directly averse to 
those states of mind which are most favorable to regener- 
ation. It is a state from which it is exceedingly difficult 
for the individual to free himself) and one whose effects it 
is impossible for bim wholly to remove, even when con- 
vinced that his hope is spurious, and must be abandoned. 
The mind cannot restore itself to the position in which it 
would have been if it had never occupied the attitude of 
hope. It cannot, so to speak, un-hope itself, and assume 
the condition of one lost. When, through the persuasion 
of others, or conviction of its worth lessn ess, the hope of 
the individual is given up, as is sometimes done, it fails to 
be accompanied with that deep sense of alarm which is ex- 
perienced by the awakened sinner. He does not realize 
his utter helplessness and dependence on the sovereign 
power of God in such a manner as to subserve a work of 
gra«e. What he has done already, he has done in his own 
strength, and he feels that by greater exertion he could do 
still more. 

It would seem as if an individual, having exerted him- 
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self to the best of liis ability, and supposed he had sne- 
ceeded, on discoveiing that his success was false, would 
distrust his own strength, and east himself upon God for 
help. This Is doubtless often the case, with one who does 
not go 80 fiir as to entertain hope ; but when that position 
has been attained, and occupied for a time, it is believed 
that such a result seldom follows. The language of the 
individual is more likely to be, "I have done the best I 
could, and if my hope is not good, I cannot help it; I am 
not to blame." Instead of being led to cry to God for 
mercy, beuause of the insufficiency of his own efforts, he 
is rather disposed to self-justification, in consequence of 
having done the best he could. Since he can do no more, 
he is determined now to throw the responsibility of his 
salvation on God, In this mental attitude, his original 
hope revives. It is nurtured by a recollection of what he 
has done. lie cannot resign himself fully to the convic- 
tion that all his prayers, and works, and professions, in the 
exorcise of which he thought he enjoyed so much, will he 
utterly lost, and go for nothing. Instead of being pene- 
trated with a sense of his awful gailt in having rendered 
to God nothing but a solemn mockery, and having wor- 
shipped and served him solely from selfish and self- 
righteous motives, his self-juatifying spirit gains the ascen- 
dency, and prompts him to fall back upon what he has 
done, and risk the event. 

In some instances, by the persuasion of faithful Chris- 
tian counselloi-s, persons who have been left to entertain 
false hopes of salvation, conclude, with little reluctance, to 
abandon them, and resolve to seek God anew. Even then 
the prospect is equally dark and unpromising. A repeated 
effort is almost sure to end in a second spurious result. 
The mind and heart are more likely to resume their former 
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course than they were to adopt it at the first. The indi- 
vidual, instead of feeling his helplessness and ignorance of 
all spiritual things, and crying to God to teach him and 
^ve him strength, renews his undertaking to become a 
Christian, by exercises of the same character with those 
which had before subserved his self-deception. 

He has been accustomed, for example, to the exercise of 
prayer. In his endeavor to seek God anew, he resorts to 
the same kind of prayer with that to which he had long 
been accustomed, but which had produced only a spurious 
religion. He is far less likely to feel that he cannot pray, 
— that he does not know how to pray, but must be taught 
of God, and be so broken down under the weight of the 
feeling, as, out of the depths of his despair, to implore for 
mercy, — than he would have been if he had never accus- 
tomed himself to a kind of prayer which he believed to be 
good. The same is true with his attempt to realise all the 
Christian graces, repentance, faith, love. Instead of re- 
garding these old exercises as useless and worthless, and 
seeking for others quite diverse, he attempts so to repair 
and improve the old as to render them acceptable with 
God. 

The false professor, who concludes that he has been 
deceived, frequently thinks he has discovered wherein his 
error lay. He sees where he made his mistake, and now 
resolves to correct it. In such a case, according to human 
view, it is impossible to discover the slightest ray of hope. 
The belief that he understands hia error, and that he sees 
how he can rectify it, is one of the most discouraging fea- 
tures of the case. If he felt that he had been groping in 
the dark, while he know it not; that he was blind; that 
godliness was a mystery infinitely beyond hia comprehen- 
sion, and that he had sinned iu presuming to undei-stand 
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it; if he felt that he knew nothing about himself^ or the 
way of life, but was shut up in darkness and despair, not 
knowing whither to turn for Kght or help, but ready to be 
forever lost, — there would be some encouragement of a 
speedy relief. Such is not commonly the case with one 
who is seeking to revise and correct a spurious hope. He 
thinks he has discovered his error, and ti-ies to avoid it 
only to fall into another equally fatal and deceptive. 

In view of these results of a spurious conversion, it will 
be felt that the prospect which lies before one who has 
been deceived is exceedingly unpromising and forbidding. 
And this we believe to be the truth. It is the feeling 
which we have sought in these remarks to produce, and 
that for two reasons. The fii-st is, that a greater fear of 
such a result may be nwakened in the minds of uncon- 
verted men, and of Christians who have the guidance of 
them, as the best safeguard against it. The second is, 
that those who are occupying such a position may be 
deeply alarmed at the almost necessarily fatal conse- 
quences attendant upon their state, as the best means 
of being rescued from it. And yet we can discover here 
scarcely a ray of hope, since those who have most cause 
for it are least likely to be alarmed. Even this consid- 
eration, the hopelessness of their condition, will be un- 
likely to move them. Their confidence and their blind- 
ness constitute a barrier against the inlet of all light upon 
their state. We see no way of escape from the finally fatal 
effects of being left to experience a spurious conversion, if 
hope is indulged for any considerable period. Jonathan 
Edwards has remarked that the condition of a deceived 
professor is next to that of those who have committed the 
unpardonable sin. The nature of its workings, so far as we 
have witnessed and can comprehend them, combine with 
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facts to Biistairi the belief that a false hope is one of the 
snares of the devil, in which the souls of men are taken 
captive by bim at his will. It is Satan's life-boat, in which 
he gives, to as many souls as be can persuade to betake 
themselves to it, a pleasant and sunny voyage down the 
current of time, safe from its shoals and quicksands, to the 
gates of endless death. The only relief we can find in the 
midst of these considerations, for those who are self-de- 
ceived, is, that " with God all things are possible" Where 
there shines not a ray of human hope, God's help can 
come. Whoever has been deceived, will be saved, if saved 
at all, by a special and unusual act of sovereign grace. 
He will be among those exceeding few, who constitute the 
rare exceptions to the rule of God's universal dealings 
with men. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



■ UNEECOONIZAELE REGENERATION. 



Fkom: what has been siud in regard to the results of 
false conversion, it will be evident that but little can be 
added upon this final part of the subject. The remedy 
of a state of eelf-deception is to be looked for only in an 
extraoi-dinary interposition of Him with whom all things 
are possible. Our wisdom fails, therefore, to point out a 
mode of treatment best suited to biing unconverted pro- 
fessing Christians to a knowledge of the truth. And yet i^ 
does not follow that Christians have no duty to discharge 
towards them. If the only hope for them is in an extraor- 
dinary divine interposition, surpassing the reach of human 
understanding, and if there is here the slightest ground 
of hope, evidently one great duty of Christians is earnest 
supplication to God in their behalf. They are eminently 
suitable subjects of prayer, which is appointed to be em.- 
ployed especially where all human wisdom and help have 
come to nought. 

This class of unconverted men demand also Christian 
sympathy. Their condition calls for a sympathy, or at 
least a pity, which they cannot appreciate, and of which 
they fee! no need. The true Christian, who rightly appre- 
hends their condition, must be deeply aflfected in view 
of it. He will have no disposition to denounce or con- 
demn ; but liis soul will yearn with compassion Over them. 
14 
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Nothing is better calculated to induce the profonndest hu- 
mility before God, aDd a sense of gratitude for divine illn- 
miDation, than a just apprehension of the spiritually be- 
nighted condition of a self-deceived professor of religion. 
In this state of humility and gratitude, the Christian will 
be moved with the deepest sympathy for his brother, 
whom God, "who giveth not account of any of his mat- 
ters," hath not seen fit to enlighten. A view of real 
midnight darkness, in contrast with a supposed noonday 
brightness, must sorely psun the heart of any Christian 
who has the slightest appreciation of the value of spiritual 
light. This sympathy and pain arc greatly increased, too, 
when he Icams that all his efforts to dispel the fatal illu- 
sion Bccm destined to utter failure. If the Christian is 
ever grateful for his own experience of divine grace, and 
longs to witness the same In another, it will be in sach 
a connection as this. 

In addition to the manifest duty of prayer and sympa- 
thy, we suggest whether it is not also the duty of the 
Christian, however painful it may be, if he has reason to 
feel that a fellow-man, with whom he must stand ere long 
at the bar of God, is thus fatally deceived by sin and 
Satan, faithfully and kindly to warn him of the dreadful 
danger to which he is exposed, leaving the result with Him 
whose rightful province it is, afler all we can do, to "have 
mercy on whom He will have mercy." Can the Christian 
stand acquitted at the bar of God, without having per- 
formed this duty ? 

If, to human view, no remedy can be found for such a 
state, when it has been induced, the question will arise. 
Are there no me.Tns of preventing it ? For this purpose, 
the cultivation of a more thorough acquaintance with the 
operations of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. In distinction 
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from the workings of man's religious nature, as excited by 
other causes, seems to us to be of the utmost importance. 
Human instrumentality appears to be of no avail to rem- 
edy a spurious conversion, except in its earliest stages, 
before a state of false hope has become fairly settled. 
The work of God's spirit upon the soul ordinarily carries 
Tvith it its own credentials. When God performs a work 
of grace in the heai-t, it gives, at an early period and 
throughout, to one who is conversant with the Spirit's 
operations, a pecviliar promise of a happy result. It is a 
promise, of which a work carried on by the individual 
himself is destitute. It is impossible that a person should 
seek to become a Christian in the same manner without 
as with the Spirit's aid. We have shown that he may 
produce a counterfeit of the Spirit's work which ia very 
likely to deceive. It will, however, at most, have the form 
without the power. 

The character of false religious experience, even before 
it has come to maturity, should bo understood as thor- 
oughly as possible by those who have the guidance of 
inquiring souls, and the remedy applied at an early stage 
of its progress. The first rising of the natural hope of the 
person, if be has had no sense of his Jost condition, should 
be arrested. He should be distinctly shown that he does 
not yet realize his condition, and that he is in imminent 
danger of finally losing his soul, if he allows himself to 
rest upon his present foundation. Even the feeling of 
h<^fulness that he is making progress, should be promptly 
checked. The inquirer should be taught that if he real- 
ized his lost condition to any adequate degree, instead of 
feeling hopeful, he would be almost in the agony of des- 
pair, till rescued by sovereign grace. 

The means employed to check the rising of a spurious 
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hope must bo positive and decided. Simple caution, or a 
mere suggestion to the person that there is danger of being 
deceived, and that he should cavefully examine himself; 
will not suffice. This might be sufficient in case he were 
not deceived ; but otherwise, it will be of no avail. Not 
being enlightened and softened, he will not serious!)' lay 
to heart a mere suggestion. Or, if it should lead him to 
self-examination, it would be so superficial as only to con- 
firm him in his false position. He most not be left to 
examine and decide as to his condition for himself. He 
has no ability to make a true self-examination. He must 
be shown that his exercises come far shoi-t of being truly 
gracious. Nor is it enough that he should conclude, 
merely upon the decision of another, that he is deceived. 
He must, if possible, be led to see for himself that all he 
has done is only the acting of his sinful and deceptive 
heart, and must go for nothing. Every source of reliance 
must be removed from his mind, so that, of his own 
accord, he shall abandon all semblance of hope. 

It must, after alt, be remembered, as an unchangeable 
truth, before which both the Christian and the sinner must 
bow, that nothing can be done to change a spurious to a 
genuine conversion, without the interposition of God's 
Almighty Spirit. Such a change can no more be eflfected 
by human instrumentality than a genuine work of grace 
can bo commenced and carried on thus, in the heart of the 
most abandoned sinner. Supplication must be made for 
the Spirit's aid, with complete submission to his rightful 
sovereignty in renewing the hearts of men. 

Thus we have said what little we can in regard to the 
remedy of a spurious conversion. It will be felt that even 
before a false hope has come to maturity, the prospect of 
effecting a happy change is exceedingly small. The reason 
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a false work is going on, or has been completed, is, that the 
Holy Spirit is not connected with the means employed. 
This is a deficiency which man cannot remedy. The most 
he can do may be to break up or arrest a work that is 
spurious, and leave the person with no hope, instead of one 
that is false, — a condition much to be preferred. And yet 
facts seem to teach that this can seldom be effectually 
accomplished, A false conversion is the fabrication of the 
Evil One, whose wiles are quite sure to foil the wisdom of 
man. A spurious hope, though entertained with appa- 
rently much greater confidence, is yet often more readily 
abandoned than one that is genuine ; but the abandonment 
of it is commonly as false and insincere as the hope itsel£ 
Ordinarily, it seems to be given up rather to produce a 
show of honesty than from any honest purpose, since it 
is BO certain to revive at a subsequent period, and again 
deceive its possessor, — the whole being merely a deceit 
of Satan, the more perfectly to beguile the soul which he 
has in charge. It is natural for both Christians and the 
deceived pereon himself to take it for granted that if the 
latter has abandoned one hope and obtained another, the 
second must necessarily be genuine ; especially i^ as is com- 
monly the case. It professes to be quite unlike the first, — 
the principle being forgotten that while an article which is 
genuine can be but one, its counterfeits may be many. 
The Great Deceiver of men seems to be aware of this, 
and hence allows the subject of a false hope to abandon 
it, for the purpose of thrusting into his possession another, 
which shall effect a more complete deception of himself 
and others. 

These statements are founded upon carefiil observation 
of facts. They have been made to show that too great cau- 
tion cannot be exercised in regard to renewing a spurious 
14* 
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hope, or substituting another in its place. It ia believed 
that the danger of self-deception ia far gi'eater in the 
second instance than the first. It must, however, be stated 
that the prospect here, though gloomy, ia not entirely d.irk. 
Experience and observation teach that the faithful per- 
formance of duty will sometimes find, even in such cir- 
cumstances aa these, a present and happy reward. In some 
instances, though rare, the prompt arrest of a false experi- 
ence, even after having for a little time passed its crisis, 
has been known to be followed, eventually, by a truly 
gracious result. Duty, therefore, is plain, while the event 
is with God. 
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RECOGIdZED HEGENERATION. 



DIYISION EIRST. 

PRELIM INAETDISCUSSION. 

CHAPTEH I. 



It has been stated in the first part of this volume that 
there are many professing Christians who do DOt know 
■when they were converted. In the second part it has 
bten added that there aro also many who do not know 
that they never were converted. We remarlt now, that 
there are many professing Christians who do not know 
that they eoer were converted. This is by far the largest 
class. Almost all true Christians do, at some time, have 
misgivings whether they are really the chDdrcn of God. 
Tbia IS quite likely to occur in the early part of the Chris- 
tian life In «ome it is outgrown with advancement in 
knowledge and e\penence. With others it is only an 
occisionil ind transient feeling. With others still, it is 
ibidmc; they hive a constant desire, if they ai-e Chns- 
tians, to know it more perfectly, and be able to give a 
reason of the hope that is in them. 

This feeling has doubtless been fostered, rather than 
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otherwise, in the minds of Christians of tliia class who 
may have read the preceding parts of this volume. They 
will be embarrassed more than ever respecting their evi- 
dence of having been truly bom again, and will more than 
ever feel the need of being instructed in regard to the 
Spirit's work upon the heart, and so confirmed in the 
hopes they have ventured to cherish. If many persona, 
who are truly converted, believe they ai'e not, and many 
more, who are not, believe they are, the question will 
arise. How can any one know whether he is a Chris- 
tian or not ? and how can this be known with regard to 
others? Some may have felt that there is no positive 
knowledge npon the subject. They will say: "We do not 
believe any one can know certainly that he or any one 
else is a Christian." It is incumbent upon us, therefore, 
to exhibit the features and marks of a recognized and gen- 
uine work of grace, in distinction from the unrecognized 
and spurious, which have been described. 

We shall attempt to answer these two inquiries : First, 
Can a regenerate person be certified of his regenerate 
state; and if so, how? Secondly, Can a regenerate per- 
son be certified of the regenerate state of others; and if 
so, how ? The inquiry is not how a professing Christian 
may know whether he is a true Christian, nor how any 
one can know whether others are Christians. The case 
of a self-deceived jirofessor has been considered, and the 
conclusion is, that he is not likely, in this world, to dis- 
cover his condition. The inquiry pertains, therefore, to 
persons actually in a regenerate state. Nor do we raise 
the question whether unregenerRte persons can be certified 
of the regeneriite state of others, since they have no 
knowledge of spiritual tl)ings, and, of course, can know 
nothing of the regenerate character. 
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That these are inquiries of importance, none will deny. 
If any light can be thrown upon them, good will be ac- 
complished. Some wil! say : " It is presumptuous to dis- 
cuss these topics — God only knows the heart." We ac- 
knowledge the truthfulness and solemnity of the thought. 
He who pretends to know much of his own heart, or the 
hearts of others, evidently knows little. But should we 
on this account be deterred altogether from considering 
the subject? Because we can know little, shall wcnot seek 
to know what we can ? It is idle to say that because we 
cannot be as gods, we will not be as men. God is willing 
to give all the light it is best for us to have, upon every 
subject; and it is best for us to seek all he is willing- to 
give. Nor need we fear that by our research we sh.all find 
out any secrets which it is improper for us to know, or 
which God designs to keep to himself 

Each of the inquiries submitted is of a twofold nature. 
In the former, the fii-st question ia. Can a regenerate per- 
son be certified of his regenerate state ? If this is an- 
swered affirmatively, the question will be, Horn can this 
be done ? In the latter, the first question is, Can a regen- 
erate person be certified of the regenerate state of others? 
If this is answered affirmatively, the question will be, 
How can this be done ? 

The reader is desired now, once for all, to remember 
that we are not seeking for the tests of sanctifl cation, but 
of regeneration. The point is this: Is provision made, in 
the economy of gi'ace, for a person in the ordinary regen- 
erate state to know that he is a child of God? and is pro- 
vision made for Christians to know the same respecting 
others? Besides, when we speak of knowing, we do not 
mean absolute or infallible knowledge. This belongs to 
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God, But is there as real a basis of human knowledge 
here as in any other sphere ? 

We shall first present some considerations to show that 
this must be tlie case. The first is, that Christians act as 
if they wei-e certified of having been bom again. They 
order the entire course of their fives according to this sup- 
position. When they publicly profess the religion of 
Christ, they declare before God, men, and angels, their 
belief that they are Christians. This requires no slight 
conviction of its truthfulness. It matters not that it is 
done with fear and trembling. This only indicates that 
they realize the solemn import of the action. The false 
professor does the same without fear and trembling, be- 
cause he does not appreciate the nature of the act. 

Besides, Christians assume responsibilities which indi- 
cate a certitude of their condition. In uniting with the 
visible Church of Christ, they place themselves in a posi- 
tion calculated to forestall their becoming Christians, if 
they are not such already. It leads them not to seek to 
become changed, but to maintain the change they are sup- 
posed to have undei^one. Hence they risk their salvation 
upon their belief that they are Christians. 

God also requires Christians to act upon the supposition 
that they know they have been born again. He requires 
them pulilicly to profess his name and celebrate his ordi- 
nances, which he would not do without giving them the 
needed qualification. 

Though it is not becoming in man to claim absolute 
knowledge in any sphere, yot the actions of Christians 
give the strongest indications of it possible. It woald be 
no more legitimate to infer that the husbandman who cul- 
tivates the seed he has sown knows he shall reap a harvest, 
than that the Christian who cultivates the seed of divine 
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grace in his heart knows he shall reap the fmlt of ever- 
lasting life. The Christian will encounter the most serions 
risks that can be iocun-ed, upon the simple strength of his 
belief that he is a child of God. Death itself in the most 
painful form, has no power to shake it. 

That regenerate persons have the means of being cer- 
tified of the regenerate state of others, is also manifest. 
The existence, perpetuation, and operations of the visible 
churches of Christ, involve the necessity of it. If these 
are, in the main, composed of Christ's disciples, collected 
together out of the world, then it cannot be conceived by 
what means this should take place, unless by virtue of an 
ability not only to be certified of their own regeneration, 
but also to recognize the regenerate condition of each 
other. Without an ability to discover the regenerate 
character in others, how could Christian churches appro- 
priate to themselves regenerate persons and at the same 
time debar tJie un regenerate? What significance would 
there be in the relation of Christian experiences and the 
examination of candidates, in order to guard against the 
admission of unconverted persons to the membership of 
the churches ? The labors also of Christians are put 
forth, upon the supposition that they have the means of 
knowing whether others are in a natural or a spiritual 
state. They treat all men with whom they come in con- 
tact as being either in a lost condition, or as heirs of 
salvation. 

The mission on which Christians are sent into the world 
necessitates a knowledge of its religious condition. Of 
what avail would be spiritual guides to lead men to Jesus 
Christ, if they can have no means of knowing whether 
they are already in Christ ? The disciples of Christ, in 
carrying out the command to go and teach all nations, 
15 
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cannot avoid forming their JHilgmeTits in regard to the re- 
ligious condition of those whom they teach. They are 
obliged to expose the false pretensions of men, to declare 
to them that they are yet in their sins, and except they 
repent they shall all perish. 

In forming their judgments, also, they are obliged to 
assume most weighty and solemn responsibilities. The 
baptism of persons professing piety, and their reception 
into a visible church, are expressive of the belief that they 
have been ti-«ly bom again. It does not avail to call it a 
judgment of charity, or to insti-uct candidates that they 
must not regard these acts as a sanction of their hopes, 
but must assume the Christian name lipon their own pro- 
fession of faith. These are nsefiil cautions, but they do 
not diminish aught of the significance of an admission 
into the fellowship of a Christian church. This will still 
be regarded, especially by the self- deceived, as confirma- 
tory of their own belief that they are Christians. Here is 
a responsibility which Christ must have furnished his fol- 
lowers qualifications for assuming. So long as they labor 
for the conversion of men, they must have some means of 
recognizing it when it occura. 

But how is it practically ? Are not Christians often as 
well convinced of the regenerate state of others as of any- 
thing within the limits of tbeir knowledge ? Nor is this 
confined to a few exceptional cases of such as are known 
to have attained to an unusual degree of godliness. Two 
Christians, hitherto strangers, fall into each other's society, 
and at once become as well assured of the renewal of each 
other by the Holy Spirit as they are of each other's moral 
and rational character. Each is as thoroughly satisfied of 
the regenerate state of the other as he is of his own, or of 
the reality of true religion. Unless these impressions are 
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altogether delusive, they in^licate that Christians have an 
ability of knowing each otlier. They are not left in entire 
wiiccrtainty who are their real associates in this world, and 
who are to bo so in the world to come. 

It will be said that it cannot be Isnown who are Chris- 
tians, with any infallible certainty. But this does not pre- 
clude the supposition that a foundation of actual knowl- 
edge exists here as really aa in any other sphere. The 
fact, too, that in some cases so high a degree of certainty 
is deiived from so limited acquaintance, is evidence that 
there are sources of knowledge here as yet undeveloped. 

These considerations lead to an affirmative answer, 
modified in its positiveness no farther than all subjects are 
as comprehended by men. Either the means of propa- 
gating experimental religion, as they have existed since 
the time of Christ, are upon a felse basis, or there must 
be in its nature a ground of certitude of our own regen- 
eration, and the regeneration of others, as real as exists in 
any other department of knowledge. 
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.B — GODMSBSS 



The questions to be consiflered now are, firat, How can 
a regenerate pereon be certified of his regenerate state ? 
and secondly, How can a regenerate person be certified 
of the regenerate state of othera? It cannot be expected, 
however much it may be desired, that questions of such 
magnitude can be answered in a word. To be of any ser- 
vice, an answer will Involve a brief review of the ground- 
work of experimental religion. The proposition by which 
we shall be guided in taking this review, is this : The re- 
generate character is peculiar and distinct from all other, 
and inj its peculiarities and distinctiveness it is to be 
known. The idea designed to be conveyed by this state- 
ment is, that it is unlike all other, in being possessed of a 
singularity, strangeness, incomprehensibility and mysteri- 
ousness. It is not meant, however, that the people of God 
are an eccentric people. They are peculiar, not absolutely, 
but relatively. Their peculiarities are actually regularities, 
in perfect harmony with man's original and proper consti- 
tution; and only so far as they are peculiar, are they true 
to nature, — the depnrture from the real standard of human 
character being on the part of the unregenerate. 

The doctrine ia everywhere taught in the Bible that 
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the people of God are a peculiar people, distinguishable 
by their peculiarities from all otlier religionists. They 
have upon them a seal which marks them as the chosen 
of God and regenerate by the Holy Ghost. They stand 
out as an unworld-like, spiritual, sui generis people. They 
are a sect everywhere spoken against, on account of the 
strangeness and incomprehensibility, not lesa than the ex- 
cellence of their character. 

Christ himself arrested attention, and excited hatred 
from the world, not solely because of his holiness, or of 
his religious strictness and zeal, — for the Pharisees were 
outwardly, in most respects, as strict and zealous as he. 
It was, in part at least, because of the stmngeness of his 
holy character and precepts to unenlightened men. His 
presence cmst'tuted a disturbing fone in the world IIu 
manity wis movel bv it wherever he went His charic 
ter was a profound m-v^tci) to ill who witn sscd it The 
people we e astoni he I it his doctrme Tl e men nar 

veiled, sijin" Wl it m mner of man is thi ? "They 
besought him to de] irt out of their coists E\ en his 
followers are often rcjiesentel as stand ng in awe of his 
character f om the w int of i j erfect ip] rehension of it 
"When the disciiles saw him walking on the sea, they 
were troubled saying It la a sjiiit On another occa 
sion, it is siid thit m view of a certim minifestation of 
himself, they fell on tl eir fice ind were sore afi iid 
He was at la'it put out of tl e woill in part, because men 
stood in a kind of supe stitious awe md feir of his prea 
ence. Piul mformi, us that had the Jews know n the lud 
den wisdom of his myhtcnous chiiactei thej -nould not 
have crucified the Lord oi glory. "When they did crucify 
him, it was performed somewhat as a matter of doubtful 
experiment. They looked on to see whether he would 
15* 
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die like other men, or woalcl save himself and come down 
from the cross. The men of the world were agitated and 
pei-plexed, in view of the aupenaaturalness of his charac- 
ter, up to the hour of his death,; and that perplexity will 
never cease to the end of time. 

The followers of Christ are one with him, and partake 
of the mysteriousnebS of his holy iiharacter. 

The Scriptui-ea also represent godliness, which is a char- 
acteristic of the Christian, as being to the natural man a 
mystery. Paid declares to Timothy, that "without con- 
troversy, great ia the mystery of godliness." But it is so 
only to the natural apprehension. The language of the 
converted soul is, "Whereas I was blind, now I see." 
Christ said to his disciples, "Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but unto 
them that are without, it is not given ; because they see- 
ing see not, and hearing, they hear not, neither do they 
understand." 

Godliness, to the natural man, is a mystery, both as to its 
nature and existence. He has no consciousness of what 
godliness is, because he has none in him — sin having cor- 
rupted him ; and he has no perception of it out of himselfj 
since he has no spiritual sight — sin having blinded him. 
He cannot conceioe of the existence of godliness, for he 
has never witnessed anything more nearly related to it 
than his own self-righteous ungodliness; and this ia so 
good in his sight, that he perceives no occasion for any 
other kind of godliness. The announcement of a neces- 
sity for it ia to him a stumbling-block and foolishness. To 
the Christian, godliness is incomprehensible, not in nature, 
but in extent. To the natural mnn it is so in both. He 
can no more comprehend its alphabet thnn he can the 
whole science of the Godhead. 
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The science of Algebra is a mystery to one unacquainted 
n'ith its signs and symbols. But let these be known, and 
its mysteiy is removed, though there may be no concep- 
tion of the extent of its wonderful solutions. An intelli- 
gent mind is restive upon being made to believe in its 
existence, whUe ignorant of its elemental nature. So, to 
the unenlightened, spiritual things are a mystery. They 
have no conception of their superior nature or existence, 
while compelled to believe in both. No wonder a moral 
being, thus conditioned, is restive. Christ is a root out of 
dry gi-ound to the men of the world ; he has no form nor 
comeliness; and yet a conviction of his superior character 
and presence disturbs them. Let, however, the unenlight- 
ened be initiated into the mere beginnings of spiritual 
things, and their perplexity is at once removed. Thoy 
have come out of darkness into light. Profound depths 
lie before them unexplored ; but this does not pain them as 
before, because the nature of these things is no more in- 
volved in mystery. Having been enlightened as to their 
excellent character, they are nothing disturbed by the con- 
viction that in extent they may be infinite. 

Had man never fallen, godliness would have been no 
move a mystery to him than natural science. He would 
have had the capacity, when instructed in its elements, to 
understand its nature. But now it is not so. He may be 
instructed to any extent, and still be unable to penetrate 
the thick darkness which encases it, because he has no 
qnalification to discern spiritual things. In renewing the 
heart, the Holy Spirit not only produces godliness, but 
also a perception of its nature. The person has only the 
smallest beginnings of godliness; his perceptions, also, are 
correspondingly limited ; yet they are clear as the morning 
light. These new moral affections and perceptions are the 
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peculiarities wliich mark the regenerate character, and by 
which it is to be known. 



§ II. — Eeoenerate Character itot known bt EBLJGiotra 

Man IFEETATIONS, 

A common and natnral supposition ia, tliat the regen- 
erate character is to be known siraiily by its rehgious 
manifeatations, which are equally comprehensible by all. 
If a man is actively and zealously religious, especially in 
an evangelical direction, the impression naturally produced 
is that he ia pious. But this is not legitimate, because 
man ia not less really a religious being by nature than 
by grace, in his fallen than his unfallen condition. The 
fall did not destroy, but perverted, his i-eligious constitu- 
tion. Before he fell, he had tendencies to worship, which 
still remain. Then he was inclined to woi-ship <iod, but 
now to worship gods, of which himself is chief. Man has 
always possessed a faculty to love God, to pray, to exer- 
cise faith, hope, repentance, religious zeal, and indeed all 
the Christian graces. Before the fall, this faculty was up- 
right ; now, perverse. His love for the Creator and the 
creature is corrupted by the infusion of a selfish element. 
The object of regeneration is not to create religious fac- 
ulties, but to restore existing ones to their original and 
proper exercise. 

Man is also as thoroughly a religions being now as be- 
fore he fell. God made man solely to reflect honor upon 
himself in all his relations. Hence his religious character 
absorbed originally every feature of his constitution, Tliis 
constitution still remains the same, Nothing has been 
lost, nothing added. Every act, word, thought, and feel- 
ing, still has a reUgioua bearing. God commands that 
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whether we eat or driok, or whatsoever we do, we do all 
to Lis glory. If we do this, we shall be entirely i-eligious ; 
if we fitil, or act otherwise, it will be sin ; and all sin has a 
religious connection. It is a violation of religious obliga- 
tion; that is, it is perverted religion. Ail hypocrisy and 
self-righteousness are uot more properly and truly false re- 
ligion than selfishness, pride, covetousness, and every kind 
of open vice and crime. The firat murder had an imme- 
diate religious connection. It was the fruit of a perverted 
religious constitution. The same is true of the highest 
crime the world ever witnessed, — the crucifixion of the 
Son of God. All immorality and crime are the result of 
man's departure from his Maker. Before he fell, he was 
thoroughly and properly religious ; since the fall, he is 
thoroughly but improperly so, unless renewed by grace. 
Hence the regenerate character cannot be known by the 
extent of man's religious manifestations. 

Man is also as actively i-eligious as before be fell. The 
fall did not impair the energy or vitality of his religious 
forces. They still produce frtiit, therefore, but a wild and 
unwholesome product. The distinction between the spir- 
itual and the natural state pertains not to the fruitfulness, 
but the healthiness of the two conditions. The object of 
regeneration is not to produce religious activity so much 
as to sanctify it. This is recognized in our Saviour's words, 
"By their fruits ye shall know them." He reminds the 
disciples that there ai'e false religious iruits, as well as 
true, illustrating it by representing a coiTiipt, equally with 
a good tree, as bearing fruit, but of a different quality. 
Hence he instructs them to beware not of persons of no 
religious activity, but of false religious teachers; and that 
they should know them not by the abundance, but the 
kind of thuir fruits. He declares that "not eveiy one 
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that saith Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven;" that many at the last day will claim, that they 
have prophesied and oast out devils, and done many won- 
derful religious works, to whom he will say, "Depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity!" If Paul was not as active, 
religiously, before as after conversion, he was more so be- 
fore than many are after. He was more active in advo- 
cating false religion than most are the true. The heathen 
worship as abundantly as do Christian nations — the most 
unevangelical sects as any others. Oftentimes the rectify- 
ing of man's religious nature stimulates its action, as the 
gi-afting of a tree may increase the quantity of the fmit; 
but no amount of religious activity can be regarded as an 
unmistakable sign of grace. It has been shown that other 
causes of awakening exist besides the Holy Spirit, — the 
degree depending not always upon the power of the awak- 
ening force, but upon the individual's constitutional sus- 
ceptibility. 

Man may also be in form as soundly religious in his 
apostate as his original, in his natural as his spiritual con- 
dition. It has been show n what causes, independently 
of the Holy Spirit, ma^ conduce to mould his religious 
activities into a proper form In ^ lew of this, our Saviour 
exhorts the disciples to bewaie of leligious teachers who 
wei-e outwardly sheep, but inwardly wolves; who advo- 
cated the external exercises and forms, not of false but 
of true religion. He adds, also, that to many who claimed 
to have prophesied in his name, and in his name east out 
devils, and done many wonderful works, he would say, 
at the last day, "Depart! I never knew you!" On this 
account, too, he declares that they should be known by 
the nature, not the form of their fruits. 

It cannot be inferred from this that there is anytliing in 
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man's naturally religious condition that can be developed 
into piety. By saying that he is a religious being, we do 
not mean to assert that he is either sinful or holy, but that 
he has the capability of being either. Nor is it any objec- 
tion to the statement that he is a religious being to say 
that he is not always religiously active. The unregcnerate 
are not always in a state of perverse, nor the regenerate in 
a state of healthy activity; but both arc susceptible of 
being awakened at any moment, and to almost any degree, 

i in, — . Rboesehatiov NECEsaiTATES a Religiods CO:saT(TlIT10N. 

In regeneration, a new creature is begotten in man by 
the Holy Spirit. This implies a constitutional relation 
both between the natural man and the Holy Spirit, and 
the natural and the spiritual man. This relation is that of 
a religious constitution. Had this religious constitution 
become extinct, and not merely degenerated by sin, we 
could not conceive of such a reunion between man and 
the Spirit as would result in the birth of a new spiritual 
man. Hence the necessity that man, even in his fallen 
condition, should liave a religious constitution, in order to 
be a subject of regeneration. 

This new creature which is bom in man, but begotten 
by the Holy Spirit, according to the Scripture, is of neces- 
sity a spiritual man, having all the facuJties and elemental 
principles of a man, but spiritual in character, — the proto- 
type being found in Christ, born of a woman by the Holy 
Spirit, and hence perfect man, though divine ; the offspring, 
in either case, having no more nor less elements of character 
than the united sources which produce it. Hence the new 
man will possess spiritual sight, taste, hearing, judgment, 
as well as spiritual affections. In harmony with this, it is 
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■written, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear;" that is, 
he that hath spiritual bearing, let him hear spiritual things. 

The production of a new man by means of a spiritual 
birth, does not i^nply that the old man is cast away, and 
another formed of new materials, unaffected by sin. Re- 
generation is the beginning of a process of sanctifi cation. 
The Spirit of God acts upon the natural powers and facul- 
ties, and i-estorea thein to their ori^nal and uncorrupted 
state. Man has nothing good in him, and yet every ele- 
ment of his nature is capable of subserving a noble end, 
being just suited to tho pui-poses of s an cttii cation and sal- 
vation. The psalmist knew how to pray, ailer the gospel 
method, even in his day : " Create in me a new heart, and 
renew a right spirit within me." 

Or, again, regeneration may be represented as a spiritual 
engraftment of the natural man, — the engraftment being 
supposed to take place in every branch of hisbeing.^ An 
engraftment of good fruit takes place only upon a tree of 
like nature with itself; since the design is not radically to 
change the kind of its fruit, but its quality, —there being in 
this on!y an essential unlikeness. Hence there must be a 
constitutional relation between the natural stock and the 
engrafted fruit, so that the sap — the vital fluid of tho 
former — will also flow in the latter. Apple must be en- 
grafted upon apple, or upon a tree of kindred natTu-e to 
itself. In like manner, piety must be produced in a natu- 
rally religious stock. The influences of the Spirit are 

1 The figure mast not be pieseed beyond the points it is designed t» illos- 
trnte. The [eadinji: ones are these: It represents the constitutional relation 
between Che natural man and the Spirit; the religious life being supplied 
from the natural source, while its quality is changed by the Spirit which 
is impHtted. It represents, also, the fact that all man's faculties may and 
must be sanctified, while hfs coaslitutional structure remains. 
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given to religiously constituted beings, — as angels and 
men, — but not to brutal natures ; the object being not to 
endow with a religious constitution, but to change the 
quality of that which exists. 

Wherein, then, consists the peculiarity of the regenerate 
character, its strangeness, incomprehensibility, and distinc- 
tion from the unregenerate ? How is it that the spiritual 
man is a new creature, and that godliness is to the natural 
man a mystery? When man fell into sin, he not only lost 
his spiritual affections, but his spiritual perceptions. When 
his heart was changed from good to bad, his spiritual per- 
ception was changed, with every other faculty. Having 
ceased to love God, he lost sight of him in everything. 
When Christ came into the world, men saw no form nor 
comeliness in him, " In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth in the darkness, and 
the darkness comprehended it not." Wickedness became 
so thoroughly a second nature to man, that tlie existence 
of godliness in or out of himself is a mystery. 

Godliness is not a mystery to man because he is desti- 
tute of a religious nature, but because he has a religious 
nature which is perverted. Had he not a religious consti- 
tution, he would be entirely unaffected by spiritual things. 
Were it upright, ho would be in sympathy with them; 
but since it is perverted, they appear to him strange, in- 
comprehensible, ind mj^terious. So long as ho comes in 
contact with them, he will be restive and perplexed, until 
he is renewed by grace, or given over to a reprobate mind. 

In regeneration, m^n is not only restored to a state of 
godliness, but his peiceptions of it are restored. He sees 
God in lumsell, m Christ, in everything. He is introduced 
into a new domaan of perception and feeling, which consti- 
tutes a new life, and a seemingly new creation. He is bom 
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ain into the state in which man was first created. Hav- 
l been bom at first in sin, he is born again in 



5 IV, — COKRESJFONllENCE AND DISTINCTI 

The doctrine that in regeneration a new man ii pro- 
duced, and that the new is the ohl sanctified in cveiy 
element of liis being, implies that between the spiritual 
and the natural man there is a perfect correspondence. 
If the new creature is a spiritual man, he must have all 
the faculties and elemental principles of a man. He must 
not. only have a new heait, but new faculties throughout. 
None must be superadded, and none wanting. Otherwise 
he would be something more or less than man. Nothing 
can be sanctifie<l which does not exist ; and sanctification 
must be commenced in every principle of man's nature, or 
when the process is finished his restoration would be in- 
complete. A spiritual engraftment can take place only in 
a natural stock. We cannot conceive therefoi'e of a spir- 
itual feature, or grace, in the new man w hich is not set m i 
corresponding feature of the old The natural man also, 
being thoroughly religious, everj feature aul element ot 
his nature must be capable of receiving a spiritual gnft 
Nor would he be a complete sjiiitual man unle s ea h 
principle of his nature receivel a scion of grace IIi- 
would not possess even the beginnings of an cntut sancti 
fi cation. 

This being so, we should expect to find in the legeneiate 
and unregenerate man two distinct hut pirillel reli^i u ly 
constituted beings, each possessing faeulttes similar to the 
other, both entirely religious and more or less actively and 
in form correctly so, according to incidental influences ; the 
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distinction betireeo tlieiii consisting in the fact that the 
one is spiritually, and the other naturally religious ; or the 
one properly, and the other perversely so. 

This expectation is fully realized. Both the unregenorate 
and the regenerate have a sense of the existence of a Su- 
preme Being, to whom they must render an account. The 
sense of the former is parallel to that of the latter, but vi- 
tally distinct from it. The one is perverse and Winded, the 
other sound and healthy. In each it is the internal life- 
principle of the religious character, which sends oat ita 
influence to the surrounding niembers near and remote, 
giving to them its tone. Accordingly, we find a kind of 
worship, of prayer, of consciousness of sin, of repentance, 
faith, love, hope, and religious happiness, which is natural 
to mankind, and another exercise of these, which is spir- 
itual. All the forms of Christian graces are exercised 
among un regenerate men. The heathen— the lowest grade 
of religionists — have their religious hopes, and joys, and 
repentance, and faith, and love, and good works, and 
prayer, and worship, and every other grace. All unevan- 
gelical religious sects have the same, Were the hearts of 
nngodly men, who profess to despise every kind of re- 
ligion, exposed to view, it would be found that they aho 
possess undeveloped forms of these same exercises. Let 
affliction of any kind overtake them, and the forms of the 
Christian's graces at once apjiear. Were the unuttered 
reflections of merely moi-al persons brought to light, they 
would be found to possess within them a complete system 
of religion. Nor are religiously educated children and 
youth, who seem entirely neglectful of the«e things, an 
exception. Their religious tendencies are rather suppressed 
than wanting. The germ of religious exercise within 
them is ready to burst forth, either naturally into false 
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forms, or by the Spirit's iiifiuences into the true, as soon 
as the causes of suppression will permit. 

If two parnllel but distinct sets of religious faculties 
and exercises exist among men, we should expect, as a 
consequence, to find also two parallel but vitally distinct 
systems of religion in the world, — the one natural and 
false, the other spiritual and true. The history of man- 
kind shows this to be the case. The heathen, the Roman- 
ists, and all unregenerate religionists, have their systenia 
and creeds standing side by side with those of the regen- 
erate, more or less deformed in consequence of a perverted 
inward spirit, yet constituting the natural stock in which 
to insert, in all its branches, the spiritual graft. In numer- 
ous cases these systems and creeds, by means of external 
cultivation, assume the exact form of the good and true, 
without partaking of its spirit, just as the natural is some- 
times, in form, undistingnishable from the engrafted fruit. 
The general aspect of the case, however, is, that the natu- 
ral tree which now overspreads the earth, has received only 
a partial engraftment in some of its remoter branches. 

From principles already suggested, we should expect 
that the spiritual character and religion would be inex- 
plicable and mysterious, and a consequent source of annoy- 
ance to those who are only naturally religious, but are com- 
pelled to believe in the existence and sui)erior nature of a 
spiritual state. This has always been exemplified. All 
natural men of religious culture have been restive and per- 
plexed, in view of the existence and superior claims of 
experimental religion. From the time of Nicodenius they 
have marvelled, and asked, "How can those tilings be?" 
They have been anxious and impatient to see the religion 
of the new birth yield its claims of superiority and dis- 
tinctiveness, and allow their own pei-verae and blinded 



Hcssdb, Google 



TWO KIKDS OF CNDEKSTANDINfl. 185 

religious character to be accredited as genuine ; and be- 
cause it cannot do bo, they conceive of it as arrogant, 
uncharitable, and bigoted. 

The uniegenerate religionist can no more conceive of a 
new man diverse from the natural, than could the master 
in Israel, in the time of Christ. The same is true of the 
exercise of all the spiritual graces, such as fiiith, love, hope, 
Lapiiiness, good works, and humility. In his fallen religious 
character, the unregenerate man has the natural stock in 
which these various spiritual graces are set, but they afford 
no conception of the distinctive nature of the spiritual 
graft. 

These remai'ts have a still wider application. "We bai^e 
said that man is a thoroughly religious being. What are 
called the Christian graces do not comprise the Christian 
character. The intellectual, moral, and physical nature, 
though more remote from the religious centre, have a vital 
connection with it. These were all affected by transgres- 
sion, and will be con-espondingly affected by regeneration. 
The new man must have a new undoretanding pertaining 
to the truths of religion, and to all truths which come 
within the domain of his knowledge. Every truth, and 
every object of knowledge, in religion, in science, in ait, 
and in nature, is affected by being viewed in a spiritual 
light, — and reflection apon them forms a part of man's 
religion. 

No Christian will deny that the natural man has one 
kind of understanding of the truths of the Bible, and the 
spiritual man another. Let a person who has been highly 
cultivated in the knowledge of revealed truth, be enlight- 
ened by the Holy Spirit, and it will appear to him in a 
new and peculiar light. He will acknowledge the essen- 
tia! inferiority of his former understanding. He will yield, 
16* 
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also, a new intellectaal assent to them as being good 
and true. His former understanding and assent had sus- 
tained a vital injuiy by transgression, and iu his restoration 
by grace they receive a corresponding cure. His natural 
apprehension of religious truths ia false, blinded and per- 
verted by sin. However cultivated, it is suited only to 
receive a spiritual graft. 

The same remarks are applicable to all truths, and 
every object, in science, in nature and art. Of all these 
there is a natural and a spiritual apprehension. If it be 
not so, whence is it that to the converted soul every ob- 
ject in nature, and every law in science and art, is invested 
with a new, peculiar light? Whence comes this, if it is 
not a partial restoration of the original beauties of man's 
paradisaic abode, arising from a corresponding restoration 
of his intellectual apprehensions to their pristine state ? 
The works of nature and of art can no more be viewed 
alight than the works of grace, except in a spiritual light. 
Tbe whole domain of truth can be properly apprehended 
only as it is in -Tesua, who is the Alpha and the Omega of 
all. The same distinction, loss senbible, but not less vital, 
exists between a natural and spiritual understanding of 
truth, as between natural and spiritual prayer, repentance, 
love, and faith, — the natural in the one case' being as 
really false as in the other. 

These things to the natural man are a mystery. He 
can no more comprehend the existence of a spiritual appre- 
hension of the works of nature or of grace, diverse fi-om 
his natural view of them, than Nicodemus could conceive 
of the esistence of a new spiritual man diverse from the 
natural. He cannot penetrate, in any direction, the dark 
vail which surrounds him, — no ray of light having reached 
him from the celestial region beyond. All unregener- 
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ate religious sects believe they perfectly underetand the 
truths of the Bible, and are sorely annoyed by the claims 
of the spiritually enlightened to a distinct and superior 



The same principles are applicable, also, to the external 
performance of all religious duties, — outward activity, zeal, 
abandonment of open sin, and conformity to Bible pre- 
cepts. There is a natural exercise of these things, and a 
spiritual. On account of remoteness from the religious 
centre, the distinction here is still less obvious, but not 
less real. A difference is to be discovered between the 
very forms of the natural and spiritual exercises of religion. 
Let the young man who has been t.auglit from childhood 
to bow at the family altar while the morning and evening 
sacrifices are laid thereon, be truly converted, and he will 
confess that he never bowed there before. An observer 
would be impressed with the change. He is now bowed 
in spirit. His heart and soul are in the act. This imparts 
ease, freedom, spontaneity, and a natural reverence to its 
outward form. It is a law of nature that the external man 
shall be affected by the internal. The parent cannot edu- 
cate his child to bow in family worship, as God by his 
Spirit makes him bow. 

The same may be said of the public exercise of prayer, 
exhortation, and preaching. Suppose a deceived professor 
of religion, who has been accustomed to these exercises, 
should be enlightened, and brought to Christ; then when 
the words fiill from his lips, you would confess you never 
heard him exhort or pray before. The language might be 
the same he had employed a thousand times, but the man- 
ner of its utterance would bo altogether new. An artic- 
ulation of the shibboleth would now be distinctly heard. 
The tones and inflections of the voice are inevitably mod- 
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ificd by the inward spirit. Is not such a change observ- 
able in the manner of the true Christian's prayer, when he 
passes from a cold to a lively Christian state? And is not 
snch a distinction perceived and felt, on the one hand joy- 
fully, and the other painfully, between the exercises of some 
professing Christians and others? 

It cannot be denied that there is a form of godliness 
that has the power, and a form that has it not. When 
man works out what Cod works in him to will and to do, 
then the very manner of his working wiU be unlike the 
ordinary actings of men. It is impossible that he should 
speak of himself as God speaks through him. Were it not 
so, he who preaches the gospel in his own strength would 
possess the same impressiveness with him who speaks as 
he is moved by the Holy Ghost. Illustrations of the truth 
might be drawn from the external aspect of all religious 
activity and zeal, the abandonment of open sin and turn- 
ing to the paths of trae religion, and external compliance 
with all the precepts of the gospel, showing that there is 
in all these things a form that is natural and one that is 
spiritual. It is not so much the acts which the followers 
of Christ perform, as the solemnity with which the very 
manner of performing them is invested, that gives them 
their peculiar power among men. 

These things are also incomprehensible and mysterious 
to the natural man. The son of pious parents cannot con- 
ceive how it is possible for him to bow In a more humble 
or reverent manner at the iamily altar than ho has been 
accustomed to do, until he is taught by the Holy Spirit. 
Then he perceives that hitherto the motion of every mus- 
cle and limb had been wholly disconsonant with the act he 
professed to perform. So, also, the self-deceived professor 
cannot conceive of a form of exhortation and prayer supe- 
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rior to that which he employs. But when the Holy Spirit 
gives him cars to hear, he disoovera that every inflection 
and tone of his voice muat have fallen in the hjr&hest dia- 
cord upon the ear of his Maker, and of every spiritu'il soul. 

All this is in conflmiation of the proposition that the 
regenerate character is peculiar and distinct from all other, 
and that hy its peculiarities and distinctiveness it may he 
known. 

Another important application of these principles may 
be made to man's moral nature. It is that there is among 
men a natural and spiritual honesty, benevolence, and sin- 
cerity. When man fell into sin, he fell entirely. His 
moral as well as intellectual nature hecame perverted. 
The new man, therefore, must have a new moral as well as 
intellectual character. If the heart is changed from good 
to bad, or the reverse, the remotest extremities of man's 
nature feel the influence. They are dependent for their 
life upon the same blood as the heart itself. 

In his apostasy, the pole of man's entire being was turned 
away from its projier object in the lieavens. His constitu- 
tional faculty for being honest and sincere with bis Maker 
and his fellow-men, as well as that to worship and love and 
pray, has been turned fi'Oin God to earth and self, and he 
has become corrupt and base. The faculty still remains, but 
lying prostrate in the universal ruin. No moral qualities 
that are true and good, are now to be found among men, 
but finch as are sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Those that 
are natural are suited only to receive a spiritnal engraft- 
ment, which in its growth shall be turned from self to God. 

God made man to have supreme reference to Him in 
the exercise of all his moral faculties. He is to be honest 
in his dealings with men, not simply from policy or from 
right, but to glorify the Creator. To obey his c 
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is not enough; for this is fallen with every other faculty. 
Ho must obey his Maker. The dictates of conscience sel- 
dom reach beyond the good of man. If a person treats 
his fellow-men justly and right, the demands of his second 
and fallen nature are all fulfilled. He seems ignorant that 
his honesty should refer to God. Se!^ or, at most, self and 
his fellow-men, fill his vi'iion , but God is not in all his 
thoughts. Oi, if he thmks of God, it is from vain and 
selfish motives, and not to piomute His gloiy. 

Such honesty is not good It it reasonable and proper 
that man, who has been made c^p^ble of it, should, in his 
dealings with men, seek the glorj of God, whose is tJio 
supreme gloij, ind in nil things deserves first to be re- 
garded. But insteid, he seeks, at most, the good of man. 
Honesty actuated by thia motive, is the purest worldly 
men claim to possess. Even this is exceedingly rai-e. 
The highest grade of common honesty is based upon the 
dictates of a conscience which men by voluntary transgres- 
sion have rendered unfit to be their supreme guide, while 
the ordinary grade is governed by the spirit of a mean and 
selfish policy. AH this is an honesty which is unbecoming 
in such a being as man ; and in the sight of God, whose 
glory is thus ignored, it is utterly false and corrupted. 
Yet it is called honesty, and men use it for worldly ends ; 
but it is capable of subserving the glory of God only as 
it is susceptible of being renewed by the Spirit's influence. 

Evidences that man's natural honesty and sincerity, in 
strictly religious connections, are perverse and false, have 
been made to appear in the delineation of unrecognizable 
regeneration. The main-spring of a false work of grace, is 
a determination to experience something which shall serve 
as a ground of hope. It mattei-s not whetlier it is a work 
of grace, or a work of selfishness and sin. Yet the person 
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is naturally honest, thinking he desires to be a Chiistian to 
glorify God. The good young man in the gospel exercised 
natural honesty when he said to the Saviour, " What lack 
I yet ? " Nor was it a mere pretence. Satan knows how 
to induce dishonesty in the heart, and conceal its nature. 
Paul "vei'ily thought he was doing God service in perse- 
outing His church, and wasting it." But he was only nat^ 
iirally honest. He had no desire for the glory of God. 
How many persons, with undoubted natural honesty, be- 
lieve they desire to become Christians, while God sees that 
their honesty has not the slightest reference to himself I 
and hence, like the young man in the gospel, when they 
approach him ho sends them away sorrowful. How fre- 
quently some trifling requirement, implying, perhaps, merely 
a willingness to signify their desire to become Christians, 
exposes the fallacious nature of their feehngs ! 

We find, therefoi-e, an honesty and sincerity in religious 
things, as sonnd and good as any that ever enter into the 
transaction of worldly business, on which men risk their 
fortunes ; but in the eye of God as hypocritical and false as 
sin itself An honest, unconverted man declares he loves 
God, when he has no love for God in his soul; believes he 
enjoys prayer, when he never prayed in his life; thinks 
he feels he is a great sinner, when he really believes him- 
self, for the most part, to be very good. 

The conclusion is, that as there is a love, in religious 
things, which is not love, and repentance which is not re- 
pentance, but needs to be repented of, and hope and good 
works which are not such, — so there are honesty and sin- 
cerity in these things, that are not honesty and sinceiity. 
Panl says, "If any man among you seemeth to be wise, 
let him become a fool that he may be wise." "When I 
am weak, then am I strong." So when a man is only nat- 
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urally honest, he is spiritually dishonest. The experience 
of every Christian will bear witness, that when his heart 
was renewed by grace, liis naturally honest desire to 
become a Christian, of which, he had thought so much, 
became most hypocritical and mean in his sight. 

The same remarks are applicable to religions earnest- 
ness. Every minister has been made conscious of this, 
both to his sorrow and his joy, among religious inquirers. 
Some possess a living earnestness of spirit, which inspires 
an instinctive assurance of ultimate success; while others 
toil long and hard, without affording the slightest promise 
of ever attaining a happy result. The reason is, that the 
earnestness of the one class is produced by themselves, 
while that of the other is wrought in them by the Holy 
Spirit. The former seek as God works in them to seek; 
the latter seek in their own strength, and hence God does 
nothing for tbem. 

Every faculty of man's nature is subject to the princi- 
ples which have been advanced. We have dwelt espe- 
cially upon honesty and sincerity, and external and Intel- 
lectual conformity to gospel precepts, because of a natural 
tendency to accredit these as genuine signs of grae«. If 
a person believes the doctrines of the gospel, conforms his 
external life to its precepts, appeara to be honest, sincere, 
and earnest, it is asked what more can be required. But 
we answer, that if be does this only in a natural manner, 
then infinitely more must be required. He has not yot 
passed from the natural to the spiritual domain. 

We do not object to discovering signs of a regenerate 
state in one's perception of truth, or in the honesty and 
sincerity of one's professions, if they are of a supernatural 
and spiritual kind. The least discovery of a spiritual ap- 
prehension or honesty, is one of the most pleasing and 
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convincing evidences that a person has passed from death 
unto life. We are no less convinced that the heart is act- 
ing, by feeling its pulsations in t!ie remotest members, than 
in the beatings of the heart itself. The former will be lesa 
full and strong ; but if they can be perceived, it is a happy 
evidence, not only of life, hut, somewhat of hefllth through- 
out the body. So, as truly unmistakable and pleasing 
signs of the spiritual life exist in the discovery of a spir- 
itual honesty, as in that of a vigorous faith in a crucified 
Bedeeraer. But no evidences of such vitality can he 
found in exercises wliich man, in his naturally religious 
condition, is capable of possessing. The tokens of spirit- 
uality must be of a spiritual nature. 

We have dwelt at length upon the peculiarity and dis- 
tinctiveness of the regenerate character, because of its 
importance as a preparation for answering the questions 
before us. It must be remembered that the point to be 
determined is not whether one is in a religious condition, 
but in which of the two religious conditions embracing 
all the human family, is he found. The internal life, its 
developments, exercises, and external fruits, which are to 
be examined, will all be^f a religious character, while the 
inquiry will be whether they are of a natural or spiritual 
kind. 

17 
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CnAPTER I. 

i I.— PUBLIMINARr. 

In answering the question, How can a regenerate per- 
son be certified of his regenerate state? we shall not 
feel obliged to show that the nature of certitude here is 
the same as in other departments of knowledge. Yonng 
Christians are reluctant to profess that they know tbey 
have been born again, because they think they must have 
a knowledge of it, as they do of a thousand facts which 
aro asciTtained by sight, or healing, or some process of 
reasoning, Thi>y must know they are Christians as they 
know the sun rises and sets, or that the singing of birds is 
pleasant, or that certain kinds of food are palatable, or 
flowers fragi'ant. Or they must ha^■e the same evidence 
of loving the things of religion that they have of loving 
certain dear friends, or certain pleasures. They would then 
be perfectly sure they are Christians, and it would be a 
source of unspeakable comfort. They are unaware that 
in spiritual things there can be any other kind of assur- 
ance than in temponil things. They recognize it as a fea- 
ture of their experience that they could not abandon their 
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hojie in Christ if they would, yet wish they had such evi- 
dence that their hope is good as they have of loving their 
earthly friends. 

But here it must be remembered, that as there is a 
natural and a spiritual hope, and repentance, and prayer, 
and faith, so there is a certitude of acceptance with Grod 
that is natural, and one that is spiritual; and, moreover, 
the spiritual, like all spiritual things, is peculiar, inexplica- 
ble, and mysterious to him who possesses the natural only. 
The unenlightened have no conception that the Christian 
possesses any other kind of assurance than that which per- 
tains to matters of a temporal nature. Christians also are 
liable to think it is desirable for them to be certified of 
their spiritual condition by natural means. But these are 
carnal views, and hence absurd when applied to spiritual 
things. 

To insist that our evidence of having been born of the 
Spirit shall be of the same character with that pertaining 
to matters of sense, or to our moral and instinctive natures, 
is as absurd as it would be to insist upon such evidence 
that we are Intellectual beings, as we have of our physical 
existence. The manner of forming conclusions must be 
the same in all departments of knowledge. But all grounds 
of evidence must be kindred to the subject to which they 
are applied, Natural data cannot bo applied to spiritual 
things, any more than spiritual data to natural things. 
Evidence that we love spiritual things, therefore, will be 
distinct in its nature from evidence that we love our 
earthly pleasures or earthly ftiends. The method of an-iv- 
ing at conclusions will he the same in either case; but the 
data will be distinct, being on the one hand in the natural, 
and on the other, in the spiritual domain. Besides, our 
natural affections are corrupt and false; and how can they 
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niiiTor forth the spiritaal, which are good and true ? Nat- 
ura] love for the pleasures of the world may reflect natural 
love for the pleasures of religion, but it cannot reflect the 
spiritual, otherwise the natural man might have some ap- 
prehension of spiritual things. It is nnreasonable, there- 
fore, and unwise, for the Christian to desire to be certified 
of his regeneration by such evidence as pertains to things 
of a temporal nature. Such evidence would be incompat^ 
ible with the nature of the Christian life. He who is so 
good as to change our hearts, Is good enough to give iis 
evidence of it best suited to the demands of the case. ITe 
has not given such as we should have chosen, or as the 
Christian often wishes he had given. This is not sti-ange. 
He did not change oar hearts as we should have chosen; 
nor will he hereafter deal with us as we shall choose. He 
is so kind as not to consult our blindness and folly in re- 
gard to any feature of his gracious work. But we may be 
assured that what he has ordained is infinitely better suited 
to our wants than anything we could have conceived. 
God has caused sufficient reasons to be discoverable to our 
minds, to show the superiority of the Christian's evidences 
to natural evidences, and enough to make us grateful that 
he has consulted hia wisdom, and not our fully, in choosing 
a mode of certifying us of our spiritual condition. Some 
of these reasons will be pointed out, as we proceed to 
descHbe the manner in which the Christian becomes as- 
sured of his regenerate state. 

Before entoHng directly upon this, a position not unfre- 
quentty assumed must be considered. It is that the whole 
question, whether one is a Christian, must be reduced to 
the simple test of hearty obedience. to the will of God. A 
person must put to himself these honest questions, and by 
them Mb case must stand or fall: "Am I conformed, in 
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heart and life, to the will of Go3 ? Is it my sincere 
pleasure, my meat and drink, to obey his requirements ? 
Am T conscious that ray whole heart and soul do spon- 
taneously and habitually go out after God and heavenly 
things?" 

These are confessedly important questions. But do tliey 
serve as a test of one's regenerate state ? May a person 
feel that according as he can answer them affirmatively, 
his case is decided ? Here we confess to finding difficulty ; 
since, if a pei-son is self-deceived, he will invariably answer 
them in the affirmative ; but if not, in the negative. How 
many true Christians are prepai-ed to say that they feel 
they are in heart and life conformed to the wUI of God? 
— that it is their highest pleasure, their meat and drink, 
to obey his requirements ; and that tbeir whole beai-t and 
Boul do spontaneously and habitnaSIy go out after God and 
heavenly things? If the point to be settled were how a 
person who is in a state of great Christian advancement 
may have evidence of it, these tests might be relevant. 
Yet, even then, they would be pertinent to exceptional, 
rather than ordinary cases. The law of growth in grace 
ia, that the more the Christian advances, the more sinful 
he appears to himself to be, — not because he is more so — 
he may be less — bnt because he beholds bis sinfulness 
in a clearer light, in stronger contrast with Christ and 
holiness. Love for Christ, the Scriptures teach, is in pro- 
portion to foT^venese ; and this is in proportion to repent- 
ance and sense of sin. Knowledge that one is advancing, 
is not so much a ,matter of consciousness as of inference. 
All Christian experience will sustain this view. Jonathan 
Edwards speaks in the strongest terms of the depths of 
iniquity in his heart, while having the most rapturous 
views of Christ. The most advanced and devoted Chris- 
17* 
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tians, after a life of eminent usefulness, feel that they are, 
after all, unprofitable servants, even liell-deserving sinnere, 
expecting to be saved only through sovereiga grace in 
JesBS Christ. 

Moreover, it is submitted that Christiaos do not, as a 
matter of fact, rest mainly upon a consciousness of pos- 
sessing a spirit of obedience to the will of God, as the 
ultimate ground of their hope. They see no excellence iu 
their outward conduct or inward feeling adequate to serve 
as a ground of belief that they have passed from death 
onto life. Ou the other hand, it appears to them passing 
strange that they should live as they do, if they are really 
new creatures. Their language is, that if they had noth- 
ing to depend upon but what they see in their hearts and 
lives, they should despair. This is the honest conviction 
of those who exhibit lives of commendable conformity to 
the will of Christ. It is also represented by our Saviour 
as being the Christian's feeling at the judgment-day. 
When the righteous are welcomed into the kingdom pre- 
pared for them from the foundation of tlie world, on the 
ground of what they bad done for Christ, they express 
surprise, saying, " Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 
and fed thee ; or thirsty, and gave thee drink ?" They scan 
their lives in the light of the judgment, but find nothing 
in them to serve as a basis of such a welcome from their 
Lord. 

It may be remarked also, as an objection to this mode 
of the Christian's certifying himself of his regenerate state, 
that it is such as unconverted persons c.onceive to be the 
proper one, and such as they suppose every Christian era- 
ploys. If this is the full explanation of the believer's 
hope, then unconverted men can comprehend it. 

The same course of remark would be applicable to an- 
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other class of qnestions, such aa these: "Do I exercise 
repentance for ail my sins? Do I love the Lord Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, renounce all self-depcnclence, and 
trust solely in him for my salvation? Have I real hu- 
mility, self-denial, and faith in Christ?" The result of 
applying these tests will be the same aa before. Christians 
of a well-proportioned development cannot answer these 
questions in the affirmative with a confidence sufficient to 
convince them of the genuineness of their hope, especially 
those who feel most need of being confirmed in regard to 
it. Their language will be, " I am conscious of great 
short-cominga in these respects. I know I do not repent 
of sin as I ought. I fear I do rely upon myself, and do 
not trust solely in Christ. I am not humble and self-deny- 
ing, and fear I have no genuine faith." The rule will be, 
the better the Christian's state, the more likely he will be 
to return a negative answer ; while the false professor will 
by these tests be decidedly encouraged. All genuine 
experience wiil show that, as a matter of fact, the Chris- 
tian does not primarily base his conviction that he is a 
child of God upon a consciousness of performing these 
duties in a suitable manner. And, besides, this kind of 
evidence is no more incomprehensible to the natural man, 
soundly instructed in religious things, than that before 
described. 

It may be urged, that notwithstanding the Christian's 
sense of his short-comings in these respects, yet he has also 
a sense of some degree of attainment; he may have a 
well-proportioned consciousness both of his spirituality and 
eai-nality. That this is possible, we cannot deny. Yet it 
must be confessed, that it is the tendency of a sense of 
sin to impair the believer's views of his spiritual advance- 
ment, and so cause his short-comings to occupy proportion- 
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ately too large a pla«e in hia mind. Admitting that he 
may have a well-balanced view of all his exercises, it is 
evident that a hope resting upon it must be, at the best, 
exceedingly unstable, vibrating conetaotly between its pos- 
itive and negative polos, and liable to settle finally npon 
the one or the other; and hence be inadequate constantly 
to support the Chnstian in his tiials and toils. 

The moro intelligent may plead that regeneration does 
nut depend upon the question ■whether all or any consid- 
erable portion of the affections are in accordance with the 
requirements of the law or the precepts of the gospel, but 
whether one has any spiritual desires whatever — upon the 
supposition that the slightest Bpirituality is an indubitable 
sign of a gracious state. It must be admitted that this ia 
legitimate ; and it would seem that any regenerate person, 
adopting such a view, might find sufficient ground in his 
experience to warrant the conclusion that he is born of 
God. But the objection to so regarding this is, that expe- 
rience does not sanution it. What Christian rests his hope 
of heaven upon such a basis, however legitimate he may 
conceive it to be ? Universal experience will sustain the 
statement, that the primary source of the believei-'s evi- 
dence of his new creation is not even the consideration 
that he is conscious of very great delight in obeying the 
will of God, He may look upon this as a matter of com- 
fort and encouragement; but that it is by no means the 
sustaining power of his hope, is evident, since when he 
becomes doubtful, and is led to examine himself, he dashes 
the cup of bis high enjoyments to the ground, and demands 
an evidence of his acceptance with God which lies deeper 
in his being. And when he obtains a restoration of his 
evidence and peace, it comes not from his recollection of 
having once possessed very high religious enjoyments. 
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The false professor will so revive his hope and peace, but 
not the true. 

The believer's certitude of his being a child of God, is 
grounded, primarily and. essentially, apon no process of j-ea- 
Boning or inference, however labored and complex, or 
obvious and simple. Multitudes of Christians, utterly 
incapable of constructing or applying tbe simplest process 
of reasoning to their experience, are as well assnred of 
their adoption into the family of God, as those who are 
able to analyze all their mental phenomena in the most 
logical and critical manner. They have never even heard 
of sHch processes of reasoning, and yet will walk unflinch- 
ingly to the stake or the block, on the simple strength of 
their belief that they are bom of God. 

It is evident that no process of reasoning, or of infer- 
ence, however conclusive, would be adequate to sustain in 
the believer's mind a sense of his spiritual sonship to the 
Almighty. If be had the consciousness that all his affec- 
tions and aspirations were of a spiritual nature, and of 
being in the liveliest eserc-ise of all tbe Christian graces, an 
inference drawn from this consideration would not be 
equivalent to the support he now enjoys independently of 
it, and even in spite of many inferences furnished by bis 
experience, which are of an unfavorable nature. The truth 
is undeniable, that the Chnstian's hope bas a hidden 
spiing which is moved by no facta of his personal histoiy. 
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CONSCIOUSNESS TOE PEIMABT SOUECE OF 



We are now manifestly compelled to retire from all 
external and natural grounds, to ascertain the primary and 
essential source of the Christian's certitude of bie gracious 
state. To attempt to rest the believer's hope upon a basis 
perfectly comprehensible to the natural understanding, 
would te to desj>oil our religion of its most excellent 
glory, — to drag it down from its exalted position, and lay 
it in the dust. " We must walk by faith, and not by sight." 
Demonstrations of a logical and inferential nature may be 
resorted to, as sources of collateral and seeondary aid ; but 
if the reader's hype is a true one, he must retire, for the 
primary and vital evidence of bis acceptance with God, 
into the Holj' of holies of his regenerated nature, — the 
threshold which no feet are ever permitted to ti'ead but 
such as are shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace. 

In attempting to answer the question, How can a regen- 
erate person be certified of his regenerate state ? this in- 
quiry naturally presents itself. If the Christian has a new 
spiritual existence corresponding in all its principles and 
faculties to the old and natural one, why should he not be 
certified of the one in the same manner as of the other? 
Why should not the new man, since ho is as truly a man, 
be assured of his spiritual being in the same manner in 
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■which the old la assured of hia natural existence ? We do 
not inquire why evidence in both cases should not rest 
upon the same grounds. It has been remarked, that it is 
impossible to draw spiritual inferences from natursd data. 
But the spiritual data being given, why should not the 
process be a natural and rational one, since spiritual things, 
though peculiar and incomprehensible to the natural un- 
derstanding, yet never go counter, but are always true to 
nature and pure reason ? 

Scriptural examples and all Christian experience will 
show that these interrogations indicate the proper answer 
to the question before us. Suppose a person is asked how 
he knows that ho has a rational and moral existence, or 
that he possesses a living soul, what would he reply? Af- 
ter hesitating and endeavoring in vain to give a reason, he 
would simply answer, with emphasis, " I know I have a liv- 
ing soul." At the first thought, it seems to him that he 
could give a thousand reasons for believing in his natural 
existence. They press upon him on every hand. The 
very atmosphere in which he moves, and the air he 
breathes, are impregnated with them. And yet, when 
they are called for, though he knows enough exist, he is 
embarrassed, since ho fails to define even one ; but his em- 
barrassment does not weaken his confidence, for out of it 
he exclaims, "I know I have an existence." At first, he 
conceives of the question as gratuitous, and the proposer 
impertinent; but when he has reflected, and learned to 
reason upon the subject, lie finds be can construct numer- 
ous ailments in favor of his belief. These are not, how- 
ever, its primary source ; nor do they materially strengthen 
it. That which clamors out, "I know I exist," without 
waiting for the reasons, but supersedes all occasion to think 
of them until called for, is that abiding e 
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hia rational and moral existence with which God has 
endowed him, and which he has made to be an essential 
part of every hving sou!. 

Parallel to this is the Christian's certitude of hia new 
spiritual existence. The primary and essential source of 
it is no other than the living spiritual consciousness of the 
new man. Every process of reaaoning or inference is ex- 
ternal and auxiliary to, or at most corroborative of, this 
inward sense. This is the principle of life in the new man 
which vitalizes all that is exterior to it. The reasoning 
process is produced by cultivation, while the spiritual con- 
sciousness is independent of it. It is matured by exercise 
and growth, but is dependent for its existence upon noth- 
ing but its own vitality, which comes direct from Gtod. 
This is essential to the believer's hope — all else is inci- 
dental. This would be adequate without aught else, but 
all else would be inadequate without this. 

All Christian experience wUl respond to the truthfulness 
of this position. When the believer is asked for a reason 
of the hope that is in him, he is at the first embarrassed, 
not knowing precisely how to reply. He never felt occa- 
sion to define his reasons. He ia confident that enoagh 
exist. His inmost soul ia full of them, and they seem to 
be struggling, in vain, to find expression at every pore of 
his being. But, in the midst of his embarrassment, his 
Christian consciousness replies, in that unpretending style 
of utterance which is peculiar to the new man, but indica- 
tive of a deep certitude of the iact: "I don't know that I 
can give the reasons, but I hope, I trust I am a child of 
God." If arguments are brought against him which he 
cannot meet, he still remains unmoved, and repliea again, 
with an humble, composed, and trusting spirit which aston- 
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isbes all boldness and violence of opposition, "I trust, not- 
withstanding, I am a cliild of God." 

Nor is this contradictory to, but in perfect harmony with, 
Peter's exhortation to believei-s, to be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh a reason of the hope 
that is in them. If the primary basis of the Christian's 
hope were a process of reasoning, he could not have a hope 
without having also a reason for it. But this being only a 
secondary source, added to the original by cultivation, the 
apostle knew that Christians might often be found having 
good hopes, without being able to render a reason for 
them, and consequently be unprepared to withstand the 
gainsayere. Hence the importance that they should be 
possessed not only of a consciousness with which to sat- 
isfy themselves, but also of arguments with which to con- 
vince others, — the spiritual consciousness and enlightened 
reason being in hannony. 

The position that the primary source of the believer's 
confidence that he is born of God consists in a spiritual 
consciousness, may be illustrated by reference to the man- 
ner in which it originates. When a person begins to 
cherish hope that be is a new creature, he does not derive 
it from any process of inference or reasoning, or from cer- 
tain facts in his history or phenomena of his heart and 
life. He does not, at the first, conclude that he must have 
been regenerated because he has so great love for Christ, 
or so great happiness, or so deep repentance. These may 
constitute good grounds for believing that he is a Chris- 
tian, but they are not the grounds of his belief. The 
sinner, in regeneration, passes through a process which 
others may observe as bearing evidence that he is being 
made a subject of grace, but not bimselfi He has neither 
leisure nor ability to reflect upon the change, or make 
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obserYations concerning it. Yet in tlie niicTst of it the 
feeling of hope springs up, either gradually or sud<3only, 
but always spontaneously. 

Oftentimes persona do come forward and declare a be- 
lief of having just been converted, presenting, perhaps, 
reasons for it ; but it ia done ia a manner so cool and self- 
complacent, as to render the supposition that they have 
just been humbled before an offended God, and received 
pardon at his hands, incongruous and absurd. True regen- 
eration commonly discloses itself to attentive obsen-ers 
before the subject of it has sufficiently regained hie reflec- 
tion and obsen'ation, or even before his consciousness has 
become sufficiently strong to prompt bim to announce it. 
When cases of the opposite nature occur, tbe announce- 
ment is pervaded with such earaestness and high mental 
fervor as to show that the person is not in a reasoning or 
reflecting mood, but that he is in a high state of abiding 
consciousness of having passed from darkness into light, 
not produced nor sustained by himself, but by some super- 
natural power. 

Those remarks must be understood as applying to the 
very beginning of the Christian life, else they will be mis- 
construed. It will be said that it is common for the 
young convert, of bis own accord, to go about at once, 
telling his neighbors and fiiends tbe joys he experiences, 
and inviting them to the same rich gospel feast. These, 
it is admitted, are litely to be the first outward exercises 
of the Christian ; but he will not commonly perform 
them at the very first. A little space will ordinarily elapse 
after the spiritual biith, before the consciousness of a s])ir- 
itual existence shall have become sufficiently developed 
and strengthened to utter itself. This may be a space of 
hours only, or of days or weeks; or, as in tbe exceptional 
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case of unrecognized regeneration, it may be a series of 
years. 

The spiritual birth is parallel to the natural. The infant 
requires a little space for its consciousness of existence 
to become sufficiently developed to prompt it to announce 
itself as having come into the arena of rational and moral 
being, thus giving signs of it to others before it proclaims 
it itself. Besides, it lives on for a long period, and often 
to the full age of man, upon the simple ground of cou- 
sciousness, before it adduces a reason or draws an inference 
in support of it. The argumentative process is never 
adopted except by cultivation. Nor is it absolutely needed. 
The consciousness is found to be adequate to all the prac- 
tical purposes of an existence. So it is with the spiritual 
man. He comes into existence an infant. His spiritual 
consciousness being at first weak, and developed only grad- 
ually, he gives signs to others of his new creation, before 
he proclaims it himself,' The reasoning process is added 
subsequently, by cultivation. If cultivation is never re- 
ceived, he lives and dies on the strength of his spiiltual 
consciousness aloue, which is not an uncommon occurrence. 

The point under consideration, rightly apprehended, will 
be of service to Christians in examining their religious 
experience. In judging of themselves, however, by the 
position here laid down, their exercises must be properly 
understood, else the correctness of the position will be de- 
nied, or the genuineness of their conversion distrusted. 
It is not uncommon nor surprising for even highly culti- 
vated Christians to misapprehend their initial experience. 
Their views of it, formed perhaps in youth, and under the 

' Many examples, which seem to be exoeptione to this remark, are cases 
of nnrecognized regeneration. See part I. page 56. 
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Jight of little personal instruction, naturally grow witli 
thoir growth to perfect matarity, and become settled 
convictions. 

Perhaps nothing pertaining to the Christian's experience 
is more liable to be misapprehended than the point at 
which regeneration has taken place. It is dilBcnlt to con- 
ceive of it as occuning before we obtain evidence of it, — 
jnst as it is difficult lo realize that the sun actually de- 
scends below the horizon before it seoms to do so. The 
observer, in order to receive an exact impression as to the 
time of the sun's setting, mnst make a slight allowance for 
the refraction of the rays of light, whereby the evidence 
of its descent below the horizon is obtained only subse- 
quently to the occurrence. So the Christian, in looking 
back to his spiritual illumination, must ordinarily allow for 
the refraction of the rays of spiritual light, whereby the 
actual occurrence of regeneration is made to bg prior to 
the apparent. As in the case of the natural day, the effect 
is to lengthen its apparent duration beyond the actual; so, 
conversely, in the case of the Christian's spiritual day, the 
effect is to lengthen the actual beyond the apparent- 

That the primary and essential source of the believer's 
evidence consists of a spiritual consciousness, is also con- 
firmed by scriptural examples, so far as they bear upon the 
subject. The conviction of persons that they have been 
born again is often represented under the outward figure 
of obtiuning sight. The belief that one has received sight 
ia based, at least at the first, solely upon consciousness. 
The blind man who received sight at the Saviour's hands 
through tho anointing of clay and washing at the Pool of 
Siloara, when interrogated as to the means by which his 
eyes were opened,— whether by a sinful or holy agency, — 
declared his ignorance and disregard of all that, saying: 
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" Whether he be a sinaer or no, I know not,' One thing I 
know : whereas I waa bhnci, now I see." He gave no rea- 
son for believing he could see. It was a matter of simple 
consciousness, and hcnco of the utmost confidence. This 
outward figure represents tlie spiritual truth; and it is 
just to regard the manner in which the individual is con- 
vinced of having received natural sight as indicating the 
manner of hL'^ being convinced of his new "birth. As nat^ 
ural sight is one of those things which make a pereon feel 
that he has a natural existence, so spiritual sight is one of 
those which make the Christian feel that he has a spiritual 
existence, and that without the slightest reasoning or 
reflection. 

In the convereion of Paul, also, the only ground of his 
evidence that he had passed from death unto life presented 
to us, is the fact that he received sight. When the scales 
fell from his eyes, which was a matter of consciousness, he 
did not wait to convince himself by any process of reason- 
ing that he had been renewed by the Holy Ghost, but 
arose and waa baptized. The woman, also, who was cured 
of the bloody issue,^ is represented simply as having feit 
in her body that she was healed of that plague. And 
when interrogated in regard to it by the Saviour's look, it 
is said that, knowing what had been done in her, and in 
no other way than by fooling it, she came and fell down 
before him and told him all the truth. 

The position under consideration is in harmony with the 
doctrine that in regeneration there is produced a new spir- 
itual man, and also with the idea that the new man is an 
engraftnient of the old. If the new creature is a spiritual 
man, having a fall set of faculties corresponding to those 

» John ix. 25. ' Mark v. 25. 
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of the natural man, and a complement of all his elemental 
principles and powers, he must, among them, have a spir- 
itual consciousness of sjiiritual existence corresponding to 
his natural consciousness of natural existence. Were he 
wanting in so important an element, it would destroy hisi 
identity. Or, if the new man is an engraftment of the 
old, it being necessary that the old should be engrafted in 
every branch of his being, then the natural consciousness 
must be spiritually engi-afted. Another view of regenera- 
tion is, that by it the person becomes one with Jesus 
Christ, This being so, there must be a consciousness of 
this oneness between Christ and his disciples on the part 
of them both. If they are so united to him as actually 
to become one and the same with him, or if he is formed 
in them, the first legitimate eifect would be a mutual con- 
sciousness of the union. 

This spiritual consciousness of being a new creature is 
equivalent to that mysterioua inworkjng in the soul of the 
believer, by the Holy Spirit, of a direct assurance that he 
is born of God, which is meant by the witness of the 
^S])irit, when Paul says, " The Spirit itself boareth witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of God ; " also 
when John declares that " He that believeth on the Son 
of God bath the witness in himself." When it is s^d that 
the Spirit beareth witness with the spirit of the believer, a 
source of evidence is indicated which is by no means 
grounded upon any process of reasoning or inference. Nov 
can the witnessing of God's Spirit with ours be understood 
as an announcement to ns that we are bom again. He is 
said to witness or testify, not to but iBith onr spirits. His 
operations are in such perfect harmony with the operations 
of our minds, that His witnessing with our spirits becomes 
the witnessing of our spirits. When it is said, also, " He 
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that believeth on the Son of God hath the ■witness in him- 
self" it is meant that he has the witness in hia own spirit, 
which is a matter of consciousness. 

In harmony with the above, the apostle Peter calls tlie 
hope of the Christian a lively or living hope, unto which 
he has been begotten, or which he has come in possession 
of by the new birth. His hope is not obtained by reflec- 
tion upon what has transpired in his history ; but it is 
something which is an essential part of his new being. It 
is that inward life-principle which causes him to feel that 
he is a child of God; t. e., his consciousness of his spiritnal 
existence. 
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BUPEKIOEITY OF SPIRITUAL CO^'SCIOUSNESS. 

At this point regret may have arisen in tlie mind of 
the reader tliat the primary source of the believer's evi- 
dence is not of a more tangible and definable natare ; and 
on this account he may be led to undervalue this tind of 
evidence. We are quite inclined to over-estimate things 
that are palpable, and address themselves to the outward 
senses, and undervalue those that are more ethereal, and 
find their way, with tbeir health-giving influences, to our 
very being of being, through its ten thoasand minute and 
hidden avenues. We may be thankful that we have such 
excellent powers of body, mind, and heart, placing us a 
little lower than the angels in the grade of being, and yet 
scarce ever think of our occasion of gratitude for that liv- 
ing, natural consciousness of being what we are, which 
supersedes the necessity of working out a knowledge of 
our existence from outward data, whenever we might de- 
sire to create or renew a conviction of it. So, too, it is 
natural for the Christian to be thankful for outward and 
sensible data, from which to draw conclusions in favor of 
his regeneration, while he scarcely thinks of his obligation 
of thankfulness for the witness of the Spirit, that living 
consciousness which constantly dwells in his inmost bohig, 
and produces in Iiim the effect which he would otherwise 
endeavor in vain to produce in himself 

A better appreciation of this kind of evidence of the 
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believer's regenerate state, would doubtless adjust his 
naturally erroneous tliankfulness. It is profitable for the 
natural man to exercise himself in framing arguments to 
prove that he is a rational and moral being; but, were he 
dependent solely upon this means of realizing it, how em- 
barrassing would be his condition ! For aught we tnow, 
he might go about among his fellow-men, not considering 
what manner of ci-eature he is, except as he should stop to 
demonstrate it from some data by the way. So far as we 
can tell, the conviction thus produced would be so super- 
ficial and weak as to need a renewal, day by day and hour 
by hour, in order to be perpetual. Otherwise he might be 
left to assume to himself in the intervals, the charaeter of 
a rational and moral being, or any other which might 
chance to address itself to his active ima^nation. Whether 
this be so or not, it is obvious that any demonstrative or 
inferential kind of evidence would be wholly inadequate 
to the wants of such a being as man. The duties which 
God has devolved upon him in this world are such, and so 
nomerous, as to require that he should have a living con- 
sciousness of his proper existence, which no effort or 
attention of his will bo needed to create and sustain. 

Parallel to this is the condition of the Christian. It is 
profitable for him to examine the phenomena of his heart 
and life, to see whether he be in the faith ; but, wore he 
dependent upon this means exclusively, how inadequate 
would he be to perform the duties of a Christian I If he 
must stop at eveiy step of his way to examine his evi- 
dences and renew his convictions of his regenerate con- 
dition, how ill-qualified would he be to pass through the 
varied scenes of persecution, trial, and suffering, incident 
to the Christian life ! If he must be constantly building 
up his own hope, how can he effectually labor for others ? 
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When deep affliction overwhelms him, and he needs the 
consolations of religion, how could he repair to a logical 
or inferentiul process to eonfimi his confidence in a better 
life to come, for the purpose of raising him above tlie ills 
and sorrows of the life that is? 

Most obviously the Christian stands in absolute need of 
just such a source and kind of evidence as that furnished 
by a lively, upspringing hope, which he is not obliged to 
labor to sustain, but which sustains him while he labors, — 
a hope self-adjusting, possessing least vigor when vigor is 
least needed, and quickened into unusual energy by unusual 
exigency. 

It may be objected that the spiritual consciousness does 
not have that definiteness and plainness that belong to in- 
ferences and ai^uraents drawn from the phenomena of 
one's outward and inward history, and in this important 
respect is inferior to these. This being admitted, it does 
not follow that it has not even a higher degree of cer- 
tifying power. It is a life-principle, not needing to be 
comprehended in order to exert its influence. It is not 
definable, because it is so ethereal and pervasive, infusing 
its sustaining and convincing efficacy into all the faculties 
and elements of the soul, while the reasoning process 
afiects the judgment only. What ai^ument could be con- 
structed to prove that we are moral and intellectual beings, 
possessing a tithe of the convincing force of that living 
consciousness which abides with us from day to day, 
throughout our life, and is the prime mover of all our 
actions ? And yet many arguments might be constructed, 
having greater plainness and definiteness, and consequently 
a seemingly greater degree of certifying power. 

So it is spiritually. Arguments and inferences may he 
drawn from the changes we have experienced in heart and 
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life, to prove that we are God's children, far more definite 
and comprehensible than the spiritual consciousness, yet 
having in effect no comparison with its all-pervasive, con- 
vincing, and sustaining power, which is implied in every 
act the Christian performs, and enables him to perform any 
act that the self-sacriflcing nature of his religion requires. 
The measure of certitude arising from any source, must not 
be judged of by its definiteness or pointcdness, but by the 
extent, uniformity, and effectiveness of its influences. It is 
not necessary that the Christian should be sensible of the 
precise points of contact of the evidence which supports 
him with his spiritual being. Lilce the body floating in 
water, he may be buoyed up by evidences whose kindly 
influences sustain him in every part, while they are sensibly 
felt in none. 

It may be objected, again, that the spiritual conscious- 
ness does not produce the same degree of certitude that is 
produced by the natural consciousness ; that it wavers, and 
is not steady and firm, like the natural. In regard to this, 
it must be remembered that the spiritual consciousness is 
peculiar, mysterious, and inexplicable to the natural under- 
standing; and 80 far as the Christian exercises a natural 
judgment in regard to it, his views will be erroneous. 
Tliis he is more or less in the habit of doing. Hence his 
views of his spiritual condition are impaired by his remain- 
ing unsanctified apprehensions, and he has, so fer, an im- 
perfect view of what spiritual conscionsness he does possess. 

The exercise of the Christian's natural judgment, more- 
over, impairs his spiritual consciousness, while his spiritual 
judgment does not impair, but, if possible, confirms the 
natural. The spiritual state presupposes the natural, on 
which it is engrafted ; but the natural does not presuppose 
the spiritual. If a man is oonscious of having been bom 
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again by the Sfiut of God, it gnes bim an overwhelming 
sense of the fii.t that he is bj nituie i rational and moral 
btin^ But the ie\eist is n;)t tiue Htnce the spiritual 
cons(,iousnes3 mu^t not onlj ha\e equal strength with the 
natural, to g nn equal ci edit, but somewhat more, in order 
to o\eicome the lis id vintage of itf position 

In the case of the nitnial man, tiso, no atffuments can 
be raised aeainst his consciousness of possessing a rational 
and moiol existence , an 1 hence it has no obstacles to over- 
come, but must simplj sustain itself The Christian, how- 
evei,ii= constantlj finding iiguments ignmst the supposi- 
tion of his being a new creature m Chtist. He feels 
unworthy. The blessing is too great. It cannot be that 
he is heir to the joys of hearco. His life is not conformed 
to the hypothesis of hia hai'ing been born of the Spirit. 
His short-comings are a heavy weight against it. These 
obstacles his spiritual consciousness must overcome. It 
must struggle up in their midst, and still bear witness to 
the believer that, notwithstanding the arguments against 
him, he is a child of God. 

A hope that is adequate to all this, must possess no 
small degree of certitude and strength. The power of any 
agency must be judged of, not alone by the positive efiect 
it accomplishes, but also by the hinderances to be over- 
come. To produce in a fallen, coiTupted being like man, 
only partially sanctified by the Holy Spirit, an abiding 
consciousness of his union with Christ and sonship to God, 
is not only a great work in itself^ but is accomplished un- 
der the most unfavorable circumstances conceivable. Yet 
the believer's spiritual consciousness achieves this for him, 
It constitutes a basis on which he performs the most trying 
acts, and endures the keenest sufierings of mind and body 
that ever fall to the lot of man. 
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It is said, moreover, that the believer's hope wavers; 
that it is not steady and firm, like man's consciousness of 
his natural existence ; but that it BOmetimes is trembling 
and oppressed, and sometimes buoyant with life and en- 
ergy. To this it must be replied, that it is not wholly true 
that the natural consciousness is perfectly nniform and 
steady. It is a life-principle, and, like everything that hag 
life, is subject to variation. But what matters it that the 
Christian's hope does suffer depression, and is not perfectly 
steady and unifonn, if, after all, it is never found actually 
to give way under the greatest strain that can be put 
upon it? What matters the vibration of the branches, and 
even of the trunk of a tree, so long as its roots retain for 
centuries their grasp upon the bosom of the earth ? The 
ultimate strength of any agency is to be determined, nob 
by its partial yielding at times, but by its final endurance 
of the test. All vital forces have a power to yield some- 
what to outward pressure, and then, by their elastic energy, 
recover their wonted position. But forces that are dead, 
having no vital enei^es, are rigid and firm. They never 
yield, but often suddenly and unexpectedly break, when 
their strength is gone beyond recovery. The former rep- 
resent the lively hope of the Christian. Possessing a 
vital, elastic, spiritual force, it is capable of partially yield- 
ing to the heavy pressure that often comes upon it, without 
ever breaking. It will bow down under the weight of 
guilt and sorrow, only to recover, and more than recover, 
its wonted energy. But the hope of the hypocrite is a 
dead hope, rigid, fii-m, and brittle. It never yields in this 
life, bnt will break irrecoverably in the next. 

It will be said that this evidence does not, after all, 
amount to absolute certitude. No one can be perfectly 
sure that he has been born again. But why inquire 
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whether we have absolute certitude of onr regenerate 
state, when that which we have is found upon trial to be 
adequate to all the possible practical purposes of life, both 
in its present necessities and in its relations to the life to 
come ? The believer is qualified by this kind of evidence 
to perform the most solemn duties ever devolved upon 
man, and that without misgiving or embarrassment. What 
neeil we inquire, therefore, for anything beyond this, which, 
if we possessed it, could be put to no practical use ? 

The last objection which we can conceive as possible to 
be brought against the position before us, is, that the falsely 
regenerate person believes he possesses the same spiritual 
consciousness with the true Christian. It is alleged that 
he feels equally well certified, and his certitude goes for 
nothing ; hence the Christian's must also. It is admitted 
that this kind of evidence may be counterfeited. But this 
objection may bo brought against all evidence. If that 
could be discovered in regard to which it would be impos- 
sible for a person to be deceived, then, according to human 
wisdom, we should have found out the great desideratum 
in the department of Christian evidences. This, however, 
will never be. It wUl ever be impossible for man to find 
out evidences of conversion which the wilea of Satan will 
not counterfeit. 

The position that the deceived professor is as well certi- 
fied of his regeneration as the real Christian, and hence 
that flo man can safely trust to any evidence, is not ad- 
mitted to be true. The false Christian thinks he is as 
well assured of his conversion as the true Christian is or 
can be. He may have greater confidence than the real 
Christian that his hope is good, and yet it may not be so 
good. The question is, which case furnishes the better 
ground of confidence? The stronger confidence may rest 
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on the wenker ground, and the weaker on the stronger 
ground. The falsely regenerate pei'son may feel hettei- 
certified of having been horn again, and yet not 5e so well 
certified. The point is not how he feels, but what is the 
fact. He may actually have a larger amount of certitude 
than the true Christian, and yet not possess so good a 
hope, because it may not be of so good a quality. As has 
been already stated, there is a certitude of acceptance with 
God that is natural, and one that is spiritual, the latter of 
which is infinitely superior to the former, — the lowest de- 
gree of the one being far above the highest degree of the 
other. 

The falsely regenerate man may feel certified of his 
regeneration up to the full measure of his demands, botli 
in kind and amount, while the tiuly regenerate may not 
feel thus, and at the same time the former not he so well 
certified as the latter. The falsely regenerate man does 
not demand either the same quantity or quality of cer- 
titude to eati&fy him, that is demanded by the truly regen- 
erate. He docs not demand so gi'eat an amount, because 
he does not apprehend so great dangers. The falsely 
regenerate man Is comparatively unenlightened as to hia 
exposure on account of sin, and hence his demands in 
the way of a guarantee for safety will be small, while 
those of the truly regenerate will be great, according to 
the clearness of his views of sin and of God's displeasiire ; 
and the more enlightened and holy he is, the clearer will 
be his views, and the stronger the assurance of safety he 
will require. The falsely regenerate does not demand the 
same kind of certitude with the truly regenerate, since he 
has no apprehension of spiritual things. The certitude 
which- he demands is natural, while that of the truly re- 
generate is spiritual. The former is satisfied with his, for 
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he has no conception of any other; while it would fail to 
satisfy the true Christian, were it inci-eased to the greatest 
possible extent, since he has been enlightened as to a 
better. 

Again : the falsely regenerate person may possess all the 
certitude he is capable of possessing ; he may be as well cer- 
tified of having been regenerated, as it is possible for him 
to be in an unrcgenerate condition ; while the truly regen- 
erate may not be so; and at the same time the former not 
be or feel as well certified as the latter. It is not possible 
for an nnregenerate person to have as good evidence that 
he is regenerated, as if he really were so. False evidence 
cannot be as good as true. Is it possible that a blind man 
should have as good evidence that he can see, as one who 
is not blind ? He may, under a delusion, be perfectly con- 
lident that he can see. He may have all the evidence, and 
the best it is possible for him to possess wiiile he remains 
blind, but it wiU have no comparison with that of one who 
can actually see. So it is spiritually. 

Again : in a dream a person supposes he is in a waking 
state. He is confident, having ail the evidence, and the 
best he can have until he wakes ; but when he wakes, he 
comes in possession of an evidence essentially supei'ior. 
While in dream, he believed he was awake ; but now he 
knows it. It is the product of a living consciousness. He 
knows it is not a delusion or a dream. In like manner, 
the falsely regenerate man dreams he is awake. He is 
perfectly confident, having all and the best evidence of 
it he can have while in the falsely regenerate state. He 
cannot know that he is dreaming, spiritually, until the 
dream is dispelled. Sometimes an individual dreams hfe is 
dreaming; but that is just as much a dream as the dream 
itself. It is a part of it. So the fitlsely i 
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sometimes has a conception that he is deluded ; but that 
conception is as much a delusion as the delusion itself. It 
is indeed a conception of the truth, but a false conception. 
The individual, in dreaming that he dreamed, dreamed the 
truth ; but, after all, he only dreamed it. He did not know 
it. So the falsely regenerate person has a false, delusive, 
dreaming conception of the truth ; but he does not for a 
moment know it. 

19* 



Hcssdb, Google 



CHAPTER IV. 

PKCULIAEITIES OF THE CHKISTIAN CONSCIOUSNESS. 

It appears that, in the falsely regenerate state, a false 
certitude of having been, born again exists, 'whieh serves 
to the individual a purpose corresponding to that which 
the real spiritual consciousness serves to the truly regen- 
erate. The false certitude as fully satisfies the deceived 
person, as the genuine does the real Christian. An impor- 
tant question will therefore arise in the mind of the reader : 
"Do I possess the false or the real Christian certitude of 
my regenerate state? Can I know which is the case?" 
In reply, we must call attention to the proposition adopted 
to guide us in the present inquiry, which is, that the regen- 
erate charactfft is peculiar, distinct from ail other, and by 
its peculiarities and distinctiveness it is to he known. An 
important element of that character is the spiritual con- 
sciousness of having been bora again, which is the central 
life-principle of that body of feelings which constitute the 
inward Christian character. As a part of the rogonorate 
character, it is to be remarked that this consciousness is 
peculiar and distinct from all other, and by its peculiarities 
it is to be known. To aid the reader in answering the in- 
quiries raised, we shall describe some of its peculiarities, — 
bearing in mind, meanwhile, that, as has been intimated 
before, these peculiarities are not eccentricities ; that they 
are peculiarities only to the natural understanding, wliile 
to a spiritually enlightened reason they are legitimate and 
true to nature. 
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This is expected to be serviceable only to the regenerate 
man. To describe the peculiaiitles of the Christian con- 
sciousness to the understanding of the unenlightened, is 
impossible. If the reader is in the true regenerate state, 
he will apprehend them ; if in the false, he will only be- 
lieve he does. To exhibit to the latter sueh tests of the 
Chrifitian state as wUl distinctly evince to him that he is 
deceived, will, doubtless, forever remain an impossibility. 
It may be said that it is more important that the self- 
deceived should be certified of their condition, than those 
who are not, of theirs; but still the more important end 
lies beyond our reach. And yet the fault is not in us, nor 
in the truth, but in their deceitful hearts. 

Nor must the real Christian expect to find all his anxie- 
ties henceforth allayed by the pemsal of these pages, his 
evidences made all palpable and plain, and himself fi-eed 
from further trouble in regard to them. The false profes- 
sor will doubtless gain greater confirmation of his hope by 
this perusal than the true. The hope of the latter consti- 
tutes a life which can be changed only as it is nurtured by 
the wholesome food of light and truth. The most that 
can bo anticipated is, that if the reader is in a truly regen- 
erate state, his Chmtian consciousness may be reached and 
stimulated to a more healthy growth, the life-principle of 
hope be developed, and himself be better able to recognize 
and trust in the proper source of his belief that he is a 
child of God. It is expected that all professing Christians 
will apply the tests, while those only who are true Chris- 
tians will really recognize themselves as being such. 

Any attempt to delineate the Christian consciousness 
must, of course, be limited and defective. We can only 
point out, in an imperfect manner, a few of its features, 
which each true believer must use to assist in delineating, 
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afl flilly as possible, his own Christian consciousness to 
himself 

The fir&t pecubanty of this consciousness which we 
Bh^ll mention, IS its indeicnboi^eneai. Every true Cliris- 
tiin will recognize, i& a pecuhinty of his experience, the 
diflicultj he his in describing the ft cling which leads him 
to think he is a Christian, or which sustains him while he 
scarcely believes this to be his character. If one attempts 
to define it to othei-s, he is conscious that he fails. It is 
exceedingly incommunicable. Words seem to have no 
power to bring this inward life out to light. The indi- 
vidual never feels satisfied with his attempts to express it. 
His apprehension of the feeling always extends beyond 
his utterance of it. Other Christians also apprehend the 
feelings of a fellow Christian more perfectly than he is 
able to set them forth. His description furnishes only 
an impeifect image of the spiritual man, which, by an- 
other, is completed and clothed with life and beauty. 
Young believers are embarrassed in attempting to de- 
scribe the feelings they have In thinking they are Chris- 
tians. They wish they could only express their feelings. 
Since they cannot, they conceive them to be unknown to 
others. And since others cannot describe them in turn, 
they fail to make the former persons realize how fully they 
comprehend them. All this is because they are indescriba- 
ble. Speakmg of the feelings does not eihjust them. 

To the naturil under^tamling this is peculiar. Unen- 
lightened men think it strange thit the Christian should 
not be able to describe the feeling thit leads him to 
believe he is % chdi of God They conceive that he 
should be ible to do so For themselves, they would 
not care to hue i hope resting on such i basis. But 
when It 18 considered that the Christian is a new man, in 
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Christ Jesus, and that the new man has a consciousness of 
Iiis existence corresponding to thiit of the natural man, 
it becomea reasonable that be should not be ab!e to de- 
scribe the feeling which causes him to believe in bis new 
creation. The natural man cannot describe the feeling 
that causes him to believe in his rational and moral exist- 
ence. Language will not commiinicate it. But the new 
birth, and a new spiritual existence, to the natural man 
are a mystery; and hence the indeseribableness of the 
Christian's feeling, that he is a cbdd of God, is to him 
peculiar and incomprehensible. 

The next feature of the Christian consciousness is its 
spontaneity. We mean that so far as the believer's obser- 
vation of it is concerned, it is self-produced. He is well 
satisfied that whatever feeling he has that ho is a child of 
God, was not produced by his desire to feel so, for the 
sake of the fi'eedom from anxiety it will afford. It has 
been shown that this desire is one of the main caus^ of 
the hope of a fulse professor. The true Christian, how- 
ever, knows that it had no agency in producing the hope 
he ventures to eherisb. lie does not so much desire to 
/eel that he is, as to le a Christian, He sometimes even 
cherishes a desire not to feel so, thinking he o?(^A? not, lest 
he should be deceived. The desire naturally i-uua counter 
to the feeling, and hence cannot produce it. 

The believer's feeling that he is a Christian, is not the 
product of his desire for the hu^inesa afforded by true 
i-ehgion. When he examines its origin, he is convinced 
that, simultaneously with the production of it, this was not 
the prei-ailing desire of bis heart. His hope of accept- 
ance with God was not created until this desire had spent 
itself and given place to others of a different nature. The 
interval between the prevalence of this desire and the 
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origiDation of his hope, was too great, anfl too much trans- 
pired in it, to allow any point of contact, or any commu- 
nication between them, by which the latter could become 
the product of the foimer. He is conscious that this de- 
sire did not even lie about the buried seed of his Chris- 
tian consciousness, and so scn-e to wann and quicken it 
into being. In the case of an assumed work of grace, the 
desire to be a Christian for the sake of its advantages, is 
a strongly productive agency. It does not, as in a true 
work of gi'ace, awaken the sinner, and then subside and 
give place to better influences, but continues to exert its 
full force unabated, until its object is thought to be at- 
tained. 

The Christian's conscionsness of being bom again is not 
the product of any kind of cultwation. He has employed 
no means for the direct pnrpose of creating or maintain- 
ing it. He employs means for maintaining the Chris- 
tian life, but none for producing the belief that he is a 
Christian. Whatever hope he possesses, he has the sat- 
isfaction of knowing, ia not the result of any effort to 
produce it; and hence, if it is spurious, certainly in this 
particular he is not in fault. He cannot account for the 
feeling that he is a Chiistian, unless it is the natural 
result of being such. 

Nor docs the Christian possess any well-defined sense 
that his consciousness of being bom again ia produced by 
the Holy Spirit. He connects no agency with its pro- 
duction. His certitude of his regeneration is a life-prin- 
ciple, created by the Holy Spirit, bearing witness with hia 
spirit, and is a necessary ficulty of the new man. The 
believer is the subject of a work of grace, without recog- 
nizing the agency. " The wind bloweth w;here it listeth, 
and thou hearest tlie sound thei'eof, bat canst not tell 
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whence it cometli and whither it goeth. So is every one 
that is bom of the Spirit," And ho is the Christian's con- 
Bcionaneas of being a new creature, which is also born of 
the Siiirit. 

To the natural man this is strange and peculiar. His 
conception of the Christian hope is that it is the product 
of a process of reasoning, or reflection ; that it is more a 
conclusion than a matter of feeling; a belief rather than 
an inward life. He conceives that it arises in the Chris- 
tian's mind, immediately and obviously, from an effort to 
realize bis sinfulness, to exercise repentance or faith, or by 
a conscious effort to trust in God, or to be happy in feeling 
that Christ is his friend, or oven by a direct endeavor to 
hope and believe that he is a child of God. But when it 
is understood that this hope is a vital consciousness of a 
new spiritual existence created by the Spirit, the fact that 
it seems spontaneous, and is produced by no human effort, 
becomes reasonable, and true to nature. The new naan 
can no more produce bis consciousness of his spiritual ex- 
istence than the natural man can produce Ills conscious- 
ness of a natural existence. It is simply a necessary con- 
sequence of being a new creature in Christ. It is reason- 
able, also, that he should not be conscious of being brought 
into a new existence by the Holy Spirit, just as the natural 
man is wholly insensible of the divine agency in the crea- 
tion of liis moral and intellectual being. But the idea of 
a new birth, or a new creation, to the unrenewed man is all 
a mystery ; and hence the spontaneity of the believer's 
hope is a mystery also. 

Another peculiarity of the Christian's consciousness is 
its solitariness and privacy. Until a con^'crted person 
becomes intimately acquainted with the pecnliarities of 
Christian experience in general, be is likely to think his 



Hcssdb, Google 



228 50LITAEINSSS AND PBIVACY. 

fiielings in regard to being a Clii'istian are very singular, 
and such as no one else ever had. He does not believe 
there ever was another just such person, religiously, as 
himself. He looks upon other all Chnstians as possessing 
a projier Christian character; while his is a solitary, peou- 
liar case. Because of its singiilarity, he is reluctant to 
speak of it, being unwilling to make himself appciir unlike 
all others. Sometimes ho remarks, in a confidential way, 
that he believes he is diffeix'ut from everybody else, but 
hesitates to state the points of difference. He thinks he 
could not describe them so as to be understood. Or he 
feels ashamed to express them, beciuse he suspects they 
would disclose a very wicked state of heart. Hence the 
peculiar feelings of the Christian, npon the most impor- 
tant of all questions, are almost wholly private. When 
he speaks of his expeiience, he dwells not upon these fea- 
tures, but upon such as are more commonly described, and 
are more likely to be understood and accredited as good. 
But were these expressed wherever they exist, they would 
be found to be common to the Christian character. The 
peculiar, solitary case of one is the peculiar, solitary case 
of all. All the rest look upon themselves as he looks upon 
himself; and they all look upon him as he looks upon 
tbeni. It is as tnie in the spiritual as in the natural do- 
main, that as face answereth to face in water, so does the 
heart of man to man. Circumstances frequently occur to 
illustrate this. When a disclosure of these feelings oc- 
curs, the exclamation of others is, "I did not suppose any 
one ever bad such feelings hut myself" 

This is a peculiarity. The unconverted man has no 
idea that the Christian feels thus about his hope in Christ, 
and that he carries these feelings about, pent up within 
him, scarcely daring to express them even to a fellow 
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ChristiaD. He supposes that his evidence is perfectly satis- 
factory and plain, and that he frankly speaks out all his in- 
ward esperienco. These feelings, however, are legitimate, 
and such as might he expected. When it is considered that 
the Christian is a person who is born again into a new 
spiritual existence, it is not strange that he should !ook 
upon himself as a solitary case among his fellow-beings, 
and that combined influences should cause him to refrain 
from disclosing his views of himself. This phenomenon 
has its parallel in the n.itural man. When a child begins 
to observe and reflect upon the workings of his own mind, 
he looks upon himself as having very singular thoughts, 
such as he supposes no other person ever possessed. They 
are so strange that he refrains from expressing them, not 
wishing to appear unlike others ; whereas, if these thoughts 
were divulged, they would be found common to all think- 
ing beings. This feeling is possessed, also, by adult per- 
sons not intimately acquainted with the mental phenom- 
ena of others. But the natural man has no conception 
that the Christian is a new man, occupying a new do- 
main of existence, and consequently these feelings are 
mysterious. 

Another peculiarity of the Cliristian consciousness, al- 
ready alluded to, but deserving to be named in this con- 
nection, is its elasticity ; that is, its capability of yielding 
to pressure, and then recovering itself. The ChiTstian can 
doubt, earnestly and deeply, without any danger that his 
hope will really give way. It does not alarm us to see his 
consciousness of being a Chi-istian bowing low before the 
Wast- It can do so without giving him any real fear of a 
finally fatal result. He can tremble in every part, and yet 
have a feeling of ultimate safety. His hope has snch re- 
cuperative enei^y, as to produce in us an instinctive feeling 
20 
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that it ■will recoi'er itself though crushed into the very 
dust. The believei-'s doubts always react into a more vig- 
orous life. When they die, they decay and enrich the soil 
out of which springe up his lively hope. This is likewise 
incomprehensible to unenlightened reason, yet in harmony 
with the idea of the Christian's hope being primarily a liv- 



Another peculiarity of the Christian consc 
modesty of utterance. There is a peculiar dialect in which 
consciousness of acceptance with God expresses itseif, the 
leading feature of which is modesty. This seems to be an 
essential characteristic. If the professing Christian speaks 
of his possession of a hope in Christ with the same un- 
modified positiveness with which he speaks of other pos- 
sessions, the genuineness of his hope is suspected. This is 
a peculiarity in the true Christian worthy to be observed. 
No feature of Christian hope is more nearly universal than 
this. The dialect is accompanied with tones and inflec- 
tions of the voice which cannot be represented to the eye. 
Its idiomatic phrases are such as these : " It is now so long 
since I thought I became a Christian," or " since I hope I 
found the Saviour." If the Christian is iiiteiTogated as to 
his hope in Christ, his reply is, "I trust I am a Christian," 
"Sometimes I think I am." "If I ever wiis converted, it 
was at such a time." " I once thonght I obtained a hope 
in Christ, but I am far from being what I ought to be." " I 
am very unworthy to be called a Christian;" and expres- 
sions of a similar character. 

These idioms are indigenous to the soil of the renewed 
heart. Christians do not learn them of each other by imi- 
tation. They do not spread among them as provincialisms 
spread in certain sections of country; but in each instance 
they spring directly out of the Christian consciousness. 
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The style ia original in each individual, being dictated by 
his own peculiar feeling. It cannot be an imitation, be- 
cause the Christian supposes no one else feels as he does. 
He conceives of all others as having reason to speak with 
unqualified positiveness ; but it is not so with himself. 
This style of expression is not the result of education, 
since, in cases of a false experience, education has no power 
to produce it. Deceived pei-sons learn these idioms of the 
true language of Canaan by imitation, as marine phrases 
prevail among seamen, and provincialisms in particular 
provinces; and they tire learned, and not dictated by the 
state of the heart. It is, for the most part, impossible to 
learn to speak a foreign language so that a representative 
of that tongue will not detect our speech as being a sib- 
boleth, an imitation only. To utter the tnie shibboleth, 
ive need to be born upon the country's soil. So, to speak 
the language of Canaan, we must be born of the Spirit- 
When the false Christian has learned the dialect of the 
true believer, he often foi-gets to use it. He conceives of 
his conversion more as a matter of fact than as a living 
experience, and hence expresses himself in naked and 
unqualified tei-ms. He does not speak vainly of it, but 
superficially, and even lightly, in comparison with the 
solemnity of the subject, as if he did not appreciate its 
real nature. His false consciousness utters itself in lan- 
guage like this: "Yea, I am a Christian. I have been a 
member of the church so long. Since I was converted, I 
have done such and such things," — accompanying the 
expressions with a euperficialness of tone which cannot be 
represented to the eye. 

It ia evident that this modesty of expression in the true 
Christian is not the product of education, since this has 
no power materially to modify it. Converted persons 



Hcssdb, Google 



232 EXCEPTIONS ONLY APPARENT. 

may be instructed that it is wrong to doubt; that they 
ought to hrtow they are Christians, and speak confidently; 
but it has little or no effect. The universal language of 
the renewed soul will ever be the same. Immediately 
when the real Christian consciousness begins to declare 
itself positively, a feeling from within arises and checks 
it. It breaks and subdues the tones and inflections of the 
voice into a peculiar mildness and meekness, and the ex- 
pression into a modest form. 

If it is uniformly the case with an individual, that when 
called upon to answer the question whether he is a Chris- 
tian, he finds himself slightly embarrassed, being wholly 
unable to answer in the negative, and not wholly able to 
answer in the affirmative without some modification, he 
may remark it as one of the symptoms that his conscious- 
ness of being a Christian is genuine. 

Sometimes the Christian does express himself positively 
and fearlessly, in snch language as, "I hnow in whom I 
have believed." But it oceui-s ouly in extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, when his consciousness is found to be ade- 
quate to the dem.and. Yet even then, his declaration is 
made in a depth, solemnity, and meekness of tone, which 
distinguish it from all that is not dictated by the Holy 
Spii-it. A noticeable modesty of feeling pervades the posi- 
tivcness of his utterance. The same is equally discovera- 
ble in tlie expressions of one wiio is naturally confident 
and bold.' 

This characteristic of the Christian consciousness to the 
natural man, is peculiar, and not in accordance with his 
conceptions of a Christian hope. He does not see why a 

1 Many persons, who were originally caeea of unrecognized rescnerafion, 
are also accustomed to express theiiiBelvee confidsntly and positively, in 
consequence of i&e unnsoal experience iiiey iave had. See First Part. 
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person who la tmly converted should not understand and 
speat of it as definituly and positively as of any other 
mental experience. If he were to be a Christian, he would 
wish to do so. Notwithstanding, this peculiai-ity is true to 
nature. Consciousness of pardon produces modesty. The 
criminal who receives it is unpretending. Though a soul 
saved from death may be confident and joyful, he will 
yet be modestly so. If the believer, in a healthy Christism 
state, is betrayed into a diSerent expression, a recollec- 
tion of the pit whence he was digged, combined with the 
thought that heaven is to him a gratuity, will arise and 
rebuke him. If he is destitute of this modesty, it is indica- 
tive that be does not realize the relations in which be is 
placed. 

Nor does modesty, in the expression of the believer's 
consciousness of acceptance with God, impair its strength 
or positiveness. If a man of large wealth is asked whether 
he has property, his answer is expected to be modest in 
proportion to the extent of his wealth, A man of ten 
thousand would express himself more strongly, but far less 
significantly, than a millionaire. The one would be likely 
to reply that he had considerable property, with an air 
and tone indicating that he thought himself rich. He 
would, perhaps, name over his estates, to show how much 
he possessed. The other would reply that he had some 
property; or, he hoped he had enough to support him ; or 
in language of similar character, accompanying his expres- 
sions with tones and inflections denoting a deeper signifi- 
cance than his language conveys. 

In like manner, the modest declaration of the Chris- 
tian's belief that he has been born again, is in perfect har- 
mony with, and even indicates a deep certitude in his 
mind that he is heir to a glorious immortality. To express 
20* 



Hcssdb, Google 



234 MODESTY CONVrsCING. 

himself in any other manner, ia felt to bo exceedingly inap- 
propriate by those who have no rloubt of his piety. This 
is because it is unnatural for a belief of gi-cat realities to 
utter itself in very confident and positive terms. A man 
of small wealth may use stronger language than one of 
large, without rendering his expressions liable to savor of 
boasting. So a man of earthly riches may employ more 
confident terms, without offence, than he who is heir to 
everlasting mansions in the skies. 

This modest tone in the Christian is true to nature, and 
to the demands of the caae. No form of expressing his 
belief in his preparation for heaven could be invented by 
man so convincing to others, as is just that which is pecu- 
liar to the Christian, induced in him by the Holy Spirit. 
"We know that others often declare their belief in their 
preparation for death much more confidently than the 
true Christian, but with not a tithe of the convincing 
power. In proportion, also, as the Christian is unmoved 
by the Spirit in the iltterance of his Iiope, is its convincing 
power diminished, though its confident tone may be in- 
creased. 

Self-distrust and sense of umrorthin-ess are allied to 
modesty, and constitute an essential part of the Chris- 
tian consciousness. It cannot be conceived how he can 
be a truly converted person, who is not constantly pene- 
trated with this feeling. It is set forth in the twenty-fifth 
cliapter of Matthew as the most prominent characteristic 
of the righteous at the jndgment-day ; on account of which 
they disclaim the good deeds the Saviour credits them 
with having perfonned, and implicitly declare that they 
cannot accept the undeserved welcome proffered them 
from their Lord. The unrenewed cannot appreciate this 
feeling. Their view of it is exhibited by the ]iosition they 
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also are represented as assuming at the judgment — claiming 
to liave done everything for Christ, while he credits them 
■with having done nothing ; regarding themselves as being 
worthy of eternal life, while he pronounces them " workers 
of iniquity," and declares that "these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment." 

The last peculiarity we shall mention is honesty. This 
is a strongly marked characteristic. The Christian has a 
singular unwillingness to cherish a sense of acceptance 
with God, to any greater extent than will be warranted 
heyond all dispute. Nothing can tempt him to ovei-step 
the bounds of justice, even in the direction of his highest 
interests. Ho is so honest, that he is greatly fearful of 
being dishonest. 

This peculiarity the unenlightened have no conception 
of, and no power to appreciate. At the final judgment, the 
righteous are represented as denying ever having done 
anything for their Saviour as the basis of their eternal 
reward, even when Christ himself had made his final decis- 
ion in their favor. That was a decision which no power 
in heaven, on earth, or in hell, could change. On it their 
everlasting weal was to depend. All unsanctified reason, 
therefore, would ask. Was it not incurring an unjustifiable 
risk for them to question the Saviour's judgment, even 
though they might consider it as unwan'anted ? Suppose 
his opinion had been modified by their assertion, and he 
had concluded to take them at their word. They would 
then have lost the heaven they might, simply by suppress- 
ing their convictions, have inherited, and that without a 
word of opposition from any ransomed saiot or unfallen 
angel, since none would wish or dare to gainsay the Sa^ 
viour's decree. Tet this consideration does not afifect the 
honesty of the real Christian consciousness — the true heart- 
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temper of him who is bom again. Ko circurastancoa can 
iniJuce him to swerve in the least from his actual couvic- 
tions as to his being a child of God. The prospect even 
of eternal life, has no power to move him from them ; for 
he does not desire to be in heaven, except he can feel he is 
there on terms of the strictest honesty. It would be no 
heaven to him, were he obliged secretly to reflect that it 
would not have been his portion if he had been scrupu- 
lously honest with his Saviour, and told him all the truth. 
We have presented those peculiarities of the believei^'s 
consciousness of his regenerate condition, in order that if 
the reader is in a truly regenerate state he may find some 
of them in his own experience, and his hope be nurtured 
and str 
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SECONDAKY SOUECE OP EVIDENCE — EEASONING FKOCESS. 
j I. — Preliminabt. 

The Christian's consciousness of possessing a new spirit- 
ual existence, lias been treated as the primary and essential 
source of hie hope. It has been remarked, that secondary 
^nd collateral to this, or even confirmatory of it, is the evi- 
dence to be derived, through a process of reasoning or of 
inference, from the facts of his history, or the religious 
changes and phenomena of his inward and outward life. 
The latter ia the body of the believer's evidence; the for- 
mer, the Ufe-prlnciplo which vitalizes it. The one is the 
Christian character; the other, the consciousness which ani- 
mates it. It has been shown, also, that the peculiarities by 
which the regenerate person is to be known, pertain not 
less to the Christian character than to the Chiistian con- 
sciousness. 

Our object does not necessarily require us to present the 
most important features of the Christian character, but to 
mark those which are most noticeable and easily pointed 
oat ; or to exhibit those peculiarities by which pious and 
spiritual exercises are to be distinguished from the natu- 
rally religions. The present mode of determining the 
question before us, though it does not constitute the vital 
Bonrce of the believer's hope, is yet the one most likely to 
It is natural for Christians to examine 
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themselves by observation, and reflection upon their feel- 
ings and livea, rather than by referring to their spiritual 
consciousness. The present mode, involving reflection 
upon things that are more outward and easily observed, 



In describing the peculiarities of the regenerate charac- 
ter, we must premise the negative statement, that it is con- 
fined to no outieard form. The work of regeneration, or 
the change from the naturally to the spiritually religious 
condition, is to be distinguished by no particular manifes- 
tations. No reliance can be placed upon the apparent 
suddenness or want of suddenness of the exercises, vivid- 
ness or want of vividness of the impressions, decision or 
■want of decision, or any similar circumstances or condi- 
tions. This follows, necessarily, from the doctrine that 
the new man is simply the old, sanctified ; and that regen- 
eration is but the beginning of a process of sanctifl cation, 
involving no new endowment of faculties or elemental 
principles, and no diminution of those already possessed, 
as well as no change of natural constitution or tempera- 
ment. We have no mould in which all conversions must 
be cast ; but each wiH, in the nature of the case, have a 
mould of its own. The same essential likeness, and the 
same unlimited variety, will exist in conversions as in 
human countenances. Certain features, having a certain 
collocation, are essential to every human face ; while two 
faces alike cannot be found. So it is with conversions. 
Unless two human minds can be found having no similar 
faculties, two conversions cannot occur without possessing 
the same essential features, in a similar oi-der; and unless 
two human minds can be found in all respects precisely 
alike, two precisely similar conversions cannot occur. The 
work of the Holy Spirit has all the freedom that b 
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to the subject in whom his work is performed; but it 
cannot transcend that freedom. It btiing the object of 
regeneration to readjust the powers of the soul, and restore 
them to a state of health, the operations of the Spirit must 
be in accordance with the le^timate and healthy working 
of the mind. It will exhibit nothing contraiy to nature — 
nothing disordei-ed or fanciful. It will extend to the ulti- 
mate limits of human freedom, but not beyond. The work 
of the Spirit is not mechanical, nor is it dissolute, vagrant, 
and unlawful. Hence while the Spirit, in regeneration, 
operates more powerfully upon some than upon others, 
for reasons not apparent to us, the manifestations are ia 
accordance with each peculiar temperament. They will 
be such as will occur under any other legitimate influence 
of equal efiiciency. Each individual experience will be 
peculiar to itself, while all will possess a common likeness. 
Though the incidental circumstances may be endlessly 
varied, yet since the spirit which pervades them and gives 
them character is in all cases the same, the circumstances, 
when combined into a whole, will have a recognizable 
similarity. 

It is natural to put confidence in brilliant, or what are 
called " remarkable conversions," — such as occur under ex- 
traordinary circumstances, — and to distrust the opposite. 
But brilliancy and extraordinary circumstances are noth- 
ing, and the want of them is nothing. Neither should bias 
the judgment in either direction. If the new man is the 
old sanctified, every man will correspond, after conversion, 
as a Christian, to what he was before as a man. If he was 
an active and impulsive man, he will be, in the main, an 
active and impulsive Christian. If he was mild, inofiensive, 
and unenterprising aa a man, he will be so, for the most part, 
as a Christian. If he was enei-getic, daring, and ambitious 
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as a man, he will, so far as he exhibits the Christian spirit, 
manifest it in a similar manner. The strong points ancl 
weaknesses of the individual as a man, will be his strong 
points and weaknesses as a Christian ; and his virtues and 
besetting sins as a man, will be hia virtues and besetting 
sins as a Chiistian. These constitutional traits will by 
divine grace be stimulated to greater activity, or put under 
restraint, and that more or less thoroughly according to the 
degree of sanctification ; but they will not be eradicated. 
If gi-aco is at any time withheld, the individual will de- 
velop himself in the original direction. 

But how is it that old things are passed away, and all 
things become new? In what consists that wonderful 
change called the new biilh ? Is it any objection to the 
doctnne of the new creation, that the new man eoiTesponds, 
in his constitutional structure and peculiaiities, precisely 
with the old ? Is it any objection to the second birth, that 
it has a constitutional mould similar to the firet? Old 
things are passed away, and all things become new, in that 
the individual is introduced into the spiritual realm, hav- 
ing broken away from the confines of natural things. 

It must be remembered, that though the origination of 
this work is instantaneous, thenceforward it is progressive, 
A new light is shed upon old things, and yet they still 
remain. The individual receives a new creation ; but the 
new is not independent of the old, being engrafted on it. 
The graft is at fii'st weak and small, but is destined to 
grow, to absorb and convert into its own nature the vital 
fluid of the original stock, and become itself the tree. Yet 
the former will stiil remain, to hold the graft until the tree 
is transferred to another clime, and set in other soil. But 
so long as its roots retain their grasp upon their native 
soil, the original stock will show signs of life, and, unless it 
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be pruned and checkeil, will throw ont its branches, bear- 
ing baneful fruit. Indeed, the growth of the graft, the 
new life-principle, may be more or less vigorous, compared 
with that of the natural stock. Either may, for a time, 
overgrow the other, while neither shall become extinct. 
Though, in the case of the tree, the graft may die, yet in 
the spiritual engraftment it shall not be so. The healthi- 
ness of the gr.ift may be impaired by the continued growth 
of the natural tree, but it is destined to survive when this 
shall decay and die. The new life-principle is of a supe- 
rior quality, and, whatever partial injuries it may suffer, 
must ultimately prevail. It receives its vitality from 
Heaven, and has power to live over into the heavenly 
state, despite the un con geniality of the old and sinful life 
in which it is set, and which it must convert and conform 
to itself. 

This truth mast be borne in mind, in any attempt to 
give a just description of the regenerate character. The 
Scriptures recognize as fully the remaining existence of 
the old man in the Christian, as they do the continued ex- 
istence and ultimate victory of the new. The actual phe- 
nomena of the inward and outward life of tiie regenerate 
man, cannot be explained upon any other supposition than 
that he possesses a twofold character. They cannot be 
reconciled with the idea that he is perfectly or even mainly 
sinful, or mainly holy, or that the desire to, please God will 
uniformly be uppennost in his mind. Both scriptural 
examples, and Christian life as it now manifests itself) show 
that the remaining unsanctified element is liable at any 
time to gain the ascendency, and retain it for an indefinite 
period, how long we cannot tell. In the internal conflict 
of the two elements, partial defeats and victories on either 
side may occur. This only remains certain, that the divine 
21 



Hcssdb, Google 



242 STANDARD NOT SET UP. 

life, whatever partial defeats it may suffer by the way, will 
in the end achieve an evei-lasting triumph. He is the 
superior runner in a race who comes up at the last and 
secures the goal, though he may at times have fallen he- 
hind, and seemed Hable to an inglorious defeat. " He that 
endureth to the eju?, shall be saved." It is not essential 
to the superiority of the divine life* in the sou! that it 
should always make its superiority appear. That life is 
hid with Christ in God, and may appear to be small when 
compared with the worldly and carnal one, and yet have 
such superiority over it as in due time to sanctify the 
whole. 

Let it not be said that this lowers the standard of Chris- 
tian cliaracter. That standard is not here set up. While 
it is worthy of being urged by the most weigiity consider- 
ations, that the holy aspirations of the Christian ought 
manifestly to predominate in his character at all times, 
yet, as a matter of fiict, this may not he the case with 
those who are, beyond all doubt, in a regenerate state; and 
hence a uniform tenor of godliness in the life, eitiier real 
or manifest, cannot be insisted upon as an essential sign of 
a regenerate condition. Should it be objected that these 
statements, even though true, ought not to be made, be- 
cause of the tetidency they may have to lower the standard 
of the Christian life, then we can only say, that if they 
suffer in this direction, it is hoped that this loss will be 
more than compensated by the end sought to be accom- 
plished, which is, that many who are doubtful about their 
regenerate state, on account of conscious imperfections, 
may be strengthened in their hopes, and encouraged to 
activity and advancement in a Chi-istian course. 

In pointing out the peculiarities of the truly regenerate 
character, two classes of feelings are to be taken into con- 
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Bideration. Tlie first are the cardinal graces of the gospel, 
such as repentance, love, and laith. The second are such 
as oi'dinarily accompany these graces, and are incident and 
peculiar to the Christian state. Tlie fin-mer may be called 
the characteristics, the latter the signs of regeneration. 

The common mode of judging of the Christian charac- 
ter is to describe the cardinal graces, and so deteiinine 
whether one is in possession of them. In theory this is 
correct. The objection to it is that it is not sufficiently 
available, since no description of these graces can be given 
which shall be of nmch pi-actical service in determining 
their existence. Besides, when this mode of examination 
is employed, it is likely to operate in the wrong directiofi. 
When the Christian has really the most evidence of his 
conversion, he will think he has the least; and when he 
really has the least, he will think he has the most. We 
shall endeavor to aaeeitain the existence of the cardinal 
graces, not so much by describing them, as hy pointing 
out those peculiar feelings in which thoy are imbedded,— 
these being more easily described, and equally indicative 
of a Christian state. 



4 11. — PBCDLIiKITIES OF THE ReGENBRATE ChABACTBE. — Cos- 

Sense of sin is essential to an initial and continued 
experience of a work of grace. Without it, repentance is 
im])ossibIe ; and repentance is an essential feature of i-egen- 
eration. 

This point is ahun(3antly established, both by Scripture 
and reason ; and yet at the present time it is greatly over- 
looked. Want of deep conviction is regarded by Chris- 
tians of the older stamp as a mai'ked deficiency in modern 



Hcssdb, Google 



244 NO CONVEESION 

conversions, and almost a universal characteristic of the 
great religions awakening which has recently pervaded the 
land. In the latter counection, especially, it has produced 
unuttered gnef aud anxiety in the hearts of many who 
have considered it fatal to a work of grace. Othei-s are 
puzzled in view of this new aspect of religious experience ; 
fearing to discredit it as genuine, yet not understanding 
how the work of God should be so dissimilar to that of 
former times and their own experience. Others still have 
modified their views of the essential features of a work 
of grace. They believe that God can change the hearts 
of men to the love of holiness without any deep convic- 
tions of sin, and that he has been pleased to show his 
sovereignty in this day by carrying on his work in this 
manner. But this view ignores the immutable relations 
between God and man, and the fact that so long as these 
remain as they are, the mode of I'econciliation between, 
them cannot be modified. 

Another position which seems to have obtained, is, that 
men are naturally convinced that they are sinners, and all 
they need is to be persuaded to accept of the pardon 
offered in the gospel. This is contrary to the truth that it 
is the effect of sin to blind, harden, and deaden the sinner's 
consciousness of its existence. Men commonly admit that 
they are sinners. They do not profess to be perfect. Their 
natural conscience teUs them that they do many things 
that are wrong. This unArersal admission is coming to be 
accepted as genuine conviction. It is, however, the office 
of the Mo!)/ Spirit to convince the world of sin. As has 
been said of repentance, faith, love, hope, prayer, so it may 
be said that there is a natural and a spiritual conviction of 
sin, and that the. spiritual alone is genuine and good. 

Others declare that their experience does not correspond 
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■with the position that conviction of sin is an essential 
feature in converaion. They affirm that they were first 
brought to love Christ by a Tcvolation to them of his love- 
liness and beauty, and then were led to see how they had 
sinned, — their conviction being a result of their conver- 
sion, rather than a feature in it. But, in the nature of the 
case, it is impossible that original conversion should occur 
in this manner.^ Examples of this description have been 
treated in connection with unrecognized regeneration. 
What is supposed to be convei-sion by such persons, is 
only a coming to a consciousness of their acceptance with 
J2hrist, — conviction and regeneration having taken place 
before, — or else they arc examples of unrecognizable re- 
generation. 

It is sometimes insisted that we must not look for so 
deep conviction in jiersons who are mor.illy uprigiit and 
religiously educated, as in the openly wicked ; in children, 
as in sinners of a greater age. Such a position is falla- 
cious and dangerous. True conviction will ha^e in each 
individual an external mould of its own. Its clearaess 
and depth will depend nothing upon morality wr age. Con- 
viction may not he according to the person's actual sinful- 
ness. All men are wholly sinful, while some have a greater 
amount of sinfulness than others. Those who have the 
greatest sinfulness, have not necessarily the deepest convic- 
tion. This is in proportion to the degree of their enlight- 
enment. Hence an individual possessing less sinfulness 
than another, may have deeper conviction, and yet not be 
BO deeply convicted as his sin furnishes occasion for. The 

1 This impossillilily Is euffldently manifest from (his considoralion. 

Instantly, when a person is refrenerated, Le becomos penitent; and It is 

ImposEible that penitence should exist without antecedent sense of eln, 

genuine in lis kind, however varions ita strength or its maJiifcstationB, 

21* 
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sin of every man is of so deep a dye as to require the 
blood of atonement by Christ to remove it, whicli can be 
fully comprehended by none. There is ground, tliereforo, 
in the ease of the most moral, for a conviction which shall 
be painful to the last degree. 

God may see that it is necessary to convict one more 
deeply than another, in order to bring him to the requisite 
state of submission and humiliation ; but all must have the 
same apprehension of sin in kind, in order to the same 
experience. Whether we have, therefore, been truly con- 
victed, must be determined, not by the amount, or by the 
strength, or the vividness, or the outward manifestation, 
but solely by the kind or quality of conviction. There is 
a certain temper and spirit attached to sense of sin, which 
is alone essential. A child may have a natural sense of 
the sin of disobeying his parents, more painful than that of 
another who is convicted in a truly spiritual manner. So, 
also, a man may be more deeply distressed in a merely 
natural way, on account of some open crime, than another 
who is under true conviction of sin against God. 

One mode of determining the genuineness of convic- 
tions would be to ascertain what causes have produced 
them, since true convictions are produced only by the 
Holy Spirit. We shall consider, therefore, some of the 
natural causes which tend to awaken conviction independ- 
ently of the Spirit's influence. 

The first of these is fear of punishment. A person who 
has committed crime, commonly remsuns comparatively 
quiet until the crime is discovered, and he brought to 
justice. Then, a clearer view of the consequences of his 
act convinces him that it was wicked. He may even 
turn enemy to it, because it has become an agent of evil 
to I.im, while he has no more enlightened view of its vile 
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and guilty nature than before.. So it may be with tlie 
sinner. If hia awakened sense of sin is produced by the 
dread of future punishment only, then, however deep and 
strong, it cannot be genuine. Reflection upon the punish- 
ment due to sin, has no power to enlighten as to its guilty 
nature, though it may convince the judgment that it is an 
evU thing. 

Another cause of awakening natural conviction, kindred 
to fear of punishment, is that of affliction, such as sickness, 
the death of a friend, the loss of property, the thwarting 
of one's woi'ldly enterprises, and the blighting of earthly 
prospects. These consequences of sin more forcibly re- 
mind the impenitent man that he has sinned, but in them- 
selves have no power to enlighten him as to the nature of 
his sin. 

It will be said that these things cause men to reflect 
upon their sin, and in this way lead to a deeper sense of 
it. But reflecting upon sin cannot throw light upon its 
moral quality, though it may strengthen natural ( 
tions. It is absurd to suppose Jhat a mind blinded by s 
can, by exercising itself obtain light. Or, it will be urged 
that through reflection upon sin excited by affliction, the 
Spirit enlightens. It is admitted that God's ordinary, and 
perhaps nnivei-sal method of enlightening the mind, is 
through its own refiectioii, and in accordance with its con- 
stitutional laws. In consequence of the rapidity with 
which the mind sometimes acts, we do not know that 
instances in which persons are suddenly "struck" under 
conviction are exceptions. 

The question, then, is, Are the reflections in regard to 
sin, incited by affliction, suited to produce enlightenment f 
So far as awaJcening reflection ia concerned, it must be 
confessed that their effect is favorable. Men are naturally 
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hardened and unconcerned, and must be stirred up, in 
some way, to think of their condition. But the danger is 
that the reilcetiona wOI not be of a suitable liind, or will 
not be exercised in a proper manner. In the death-bed 
sickness of the impenitent man, for example, the dreadful 
consequences of sin, which he is about to suffer, are likely 
to absorb the entire energies of his reflective powers. 
The alarm is too great for any healthy mental exercise. 
The individual has put oS, in total indifference, all concern 
about the consequences of sin, until an event overtakes 
him wiiich produces so intense concern as to unfit him to 
make any suitable preparation against them. It is like 
the effects of a sudden alarm of fire upon the quiet inmates 
of a dwelling, which bo destroys their self-control as to 
prevent any prudent efforts to escape from danger. While 
unalarmed, they make no effort; and when the alarm 
comes, it is so great that their efforts are as good as none. 

The oj^ortunity, also, to prepare to die, on the death- 
bed, is ordinarily so brief that the exercises must be of a 
hurried nature, and hence are liable to be superficial. 
Concern is put off until death stands at the door. Then 
all is confusion. There is such haste to make ready, as to 
unfit the mind for the operations of tho Holy Spirit upon 
it in harmony with ita natural laws. Or, in case it be- 
comes settled in the pei-son's mind that he must die, but 
not, perhaps, immediately, then the condition is similar to 
one of health. He thinks that he need not he in haste, but 
will take opportunity to consider the subject in a proper 
manner. Consequently the alarm subsides, and with it the 
awakening, until the probabihty of an immediate termina- 
tion of his career occurs, when he is brought into the same 
condition as before. 

The histoiy of what have been supposed to be conver- 
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sions occumng under apprehensions of approaching death, 
will confirm the position that the circumstances are un- 
suited to a real work of grace. To ascertain the truth 
here, these conversions must be carefully discriminated. 
Many have been supposed to be truly converted under 
the apprehension of approaching death as an in sti-u mental- 
ity, because they became reconciled to the event of dying. 
But less evidence is to be derived from this than is com- 
monly supposed. Reconciliation to a necessity often oc- 
curs where gi-ace is wanting. Submission to dying, when 
one finds he must die, is common to impenitent men. All 
the surroundings of a death-bed conversion are such as to 
demand a greater jealousy of its genuineness than that 
which oecnrs under almost any other circumstances. The 
motives of self-intei-est are likely to be so strong as to fore- 
stall the prevalence of any othera. Men die, ordinarily, 
as they live. Seldom are there better evidences of true 
conviction and conversion exhibited in anticipation of 
death, than have already been manifested in the life. 

Similar Is the distress ivhich arises from a temporal 
affliction, so far as the reflections it excites are calculated 
to lead to ti-ue conviction. Distress on account of the 
death of a friend, or the loss of property, or the blighting 
of one's earthly prospects, while It awakens the mind to 
reflection upon sin as the cause of these, does it only in a 
partial manner, while itself retains the occupancy of the 
main ener^es of the soul. This is not suflicient. The 
sinner's reflections upon his relation to God, and his sin 
against him, must be supreme. They may be very deep 
and strong; biit, so long as others are stronger, they will 
be of no avail. 

The reason why this distress is not well calculated to 
lead to true conviction, is, that it is too strong a force. 
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While it awakens, it retains itself tho ascendency. It 
preoccupies too much the energies. It should incite to 
reiiections upon the nature of sin, and then retire and 
allow these to mature. This is the design of all awaken- 
ing instrumentalities. There must be a passing over of 
the mind of the sinner from connection with the instru- 
mentality to himself — from reflection upon the conse- 
quences, to the gailt of sin. The death of very near 
friends, for example, has n.aturally too vital a grasp upon 
the mind to allow this. Distress on this account cannot 
relinquish and forget itaelt^ and so become subservient to 
other ends. Hence the very cause which awakens re- 
flections, prevents them from maturing. Reflections much 
less deep and strong tiian those which it causes, would 
doubtless m.ature into genuine conviction, if it would re- 
tire. The loss of property, the frustrating of one's plans, 
and the blighting of earthly prospects, are quite likely to 
produce the same result. 

An instrumentality well suited to lead to genuine con- 
viction must have less immediate alarming power, and 
produce less disturbance of the mental faculties. It should 
have sufficient power to awaken, but not enough to unbal- 
ance or sway the mind, or absorb its eoei^ies. It should 
incite to reflections upon the nature of sin, and then recede 
and allow these to mature,— like a ball which, set in motion 
by a blow, goes on to its destiny, while the blow retires. 
There must be a space, greater or less, between the action 
of the instrumentality and the results to which it gave 
the original impulse. But very deep and sore afflictions 
commonly follow, and even precede their results. 

It is impossible for a person to be truly convicted of sin, 
and at the same time have distress on account of his afllic- 
tions, or a sense of the consequences of sin, or fear of pun- 
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ishoient, or any other interest predominant in the soul, or 
occupying any considerable portion of its enei^ies. If 
conviction is supposed to have taken place in close con- 
junction with any of these influences, its genuineness is to 
be suspected. If it occur while these arc exerting their 
full strength, then it must be spurious. Hence tbe improb- 
ability of true conviction in tho midst of deep afflictions, 
and especially in view of the near approach of death and 
the judgment. In tbe latter case, it would be impossible 
that alann, and the dread of the consequences of sin, should 
subside and give place to true conviction, were it not that 
this may take place in the shortest conceivable period of 
time ; though such sudden transitions are exceptional and 
rare. 

Another aspect of the subject is that distress on account 
of the afflictions is liable to be mistaken for conviction, 
and compulsory reconciliation to the afflictive event for 
voluntary submission to God. 

All genuine Christian experience will sustain the posi- 
tion that true conviction of sin is ordinarily referable, not 
to circumstances of deep and sore affliction, but to move 
trifling iiicidentR, which naturally less vitally concern us, — 
trivial in their nature, but made by the Holy Spirit events 
of everlasting consequence to ns. The instrumentality is 
a word or a letter from some friend or minister; it is 
some exhortation, or prayer, or the convertjion of some 
associate or associates; or it is nothing sufficiently promi- 
nent to be recalled. It is the combined anil general influ- 
ence of pious parents and teachers, and the preaching of 
the gospel. The instrumentality is lost sight of in the 
reflections and convictions to which, by a healthy and not 
unduly exciting influence, it stimulated. 

Hence it is that novel and extraordinary religious cnter- 
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prises, which attract public attention and involve motives 
of ambition or curiosity, or combine strongly social and 
popular influences, are not so well suited to produce gen- 
uine conviction and conversion, as the ordinary and less 
pretentious means of grace. "The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation," but is like leaven, working 
silently and atiseen. Our Saviour went about doing good, 
especially to the outcast and wicked, cautiously avoiding 
public display and multitudinous gatherings, charging his 
disciples also repeatedly that they should make no an- 
nouncement of his works. His most memorable sermon 
was delivered to some of his disciples, who followed him 
away from the multitudes, up into the mountain, where, it 
is said, he taught them as it were privately. The disciples 
went forth in a similar manner, from house to house and 
city to city. The great outpouring on the day of Pente- 
cost was needed as a manifest and convincing inauguration 
of the Spirit's work. The strongholds of Satan in theatres 
and ball-rooms cannot be entered and taken by storm. 
Professed convictions and conversions originating in such 
connections, are at least to be treated with caution. Men 
are not converted en masse. The wicked and abandoned 
in our cities are not regenerated while influenced by a 
desire to be freed from the misery of their degradation, 
and to become respectable in society. Christians who will 
save the souls of such, mnst do it in a manner which in- 
volves personal humiliation and sacrifice, and not by move- 
ments inaugurated with public renown. The instrumen- 
tality must be less conspicnous, — the work more a matter 
of faith, and less of sight. The connection between the 
means and the end must be less obvious, in order to give 
place for the unseen and mysterious operations of the Di- 
vine Spirit, 80 that God, and not the instrumentality, may 



Hcssdb, Google 



SELFISH MOTIVES. 253 

be glorified. The public preaching of the gospel is insti- 
tuted to subserve the general prevalence of the truth, 
while, as a matter of fact, it la brought to a specific issue 
in individual cases by private and often unrecognized in- 
etrumentalities. The churches of Christ are to be the 
centres of reforming influence, — their members constantly 
going out, and returning, and garnering up in themselves 
the elected souls of men, gathered out of every condition 
of society. 

Sometimes a strongly selfish motive is found in connec- 
tion with circumstances of affliction, which, on account of 
its undue force, prevents the convictions it excites from 
coming to a gracious maturity. The death of a beloved 
child incites an impenitent parent to reflect upon his sins, 
and seek for their forgiveness, and to do whatever else he 
thinks will conduce to his preparation to meet the child in 
heaven. In such a case, though the parent may be led to 
think of his sinfulness more intensely than ever before, yet 
the affliction has so strong a grasp upon the natural afiec- 
tions, as to prevent the desire again to meet the child from 
subsiding, and allowing the reflections upon sin which it 
has awakened to develop and mature. Convictions origi- 
nating thus seldom result in tnie conversion. 

Sometimes first awakenings and convictions are referred 
to the conversion of a very dear friend, as, a wife or child. 
In such a case, there is danger that the same selfish motive 
will prevail. A wife, to whom the husband is fondly de- 
voted, becomes a Christian. He now feels that a separa- 
tion between them has taken place, which incites him to 
reflection upon his sinful condition, and an endeavor to 
secure his salvation. Motives of this kind have such power 
of endurance as almost necessarily to continue their con- 
trol until they effect a merely supposed work of grace, or 
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■worry out all better motives, and canse the imaividual to 
relax his efforts, and settle down into his wonted indiffer- 
ence. 

A selfish motive, also, is commonly connected with the 
loss of property, when this constitutes the source of re- 
ligious awakening. The individual seeks for true religion, 
to comfort him in the place of his departed riches. This 
motive is so strong, as almost necessarily to prevent genuine 
conviction. 

Not unfrequently, religious awakening originates in the 
desire to become a Christian, as a requisite condition of 
entering the marriage relation. Prompted by this motive, 
the person most earnestly seeks for conviction of sin, as 
the fundamental part of an experience. He ia perhaps 
anxious that his pious friend, whose prayers he receives, 
should be the instrument of his conversion ; or even be- 
lieves that if he is converted at all, it must be so; and 
really does not much desire to be converted, unless it can 
be by that particular instramentahty. In such a case, the 
selfish motive is so strong as to allow only a selfish result, 
or none at all, to follow. True conviction and conversion 
can never occur so long as the desire to be converted by a 
particular instrumentality occupies any place in the mind. 
They never occur through the means which the uncon- 
verted man elects. He is uniformly brought to Chi'ist by 
a way that he knows not, — by a way which destroys all 
his own preferences, and merges them in the purposes of a 
sovereign God. 

These positions will be sustained only by a discriminnt- 
ing observation of examples. Cases of apparent conver- 
sion through deep affliction, which are numerous, are renlly 
instances of unrecognized, or of merely supposed regenera- 
tion. 
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The position assumed does not conflict with the fact 
thit the Bible appeals to the fear of threatened punish- 
ment, and \ inous selfish motives, in order to hring men to 
the knowledge of the truth. Objection is not made against 
an ipptal to thcie, in the oi-dinary manner, but against 
th'it undue appeil which is occasioned by the death-bed, 
and in deep and sore affliction. Convictions commonly 
originate in selfish motives, but not In such as are of an 
all controlhng niture. It is, doubtless, because of this, that 
while God his leiealed the future punishment of the 
wicked Ts a certiinty, he has also caused that the coming 
of tiie Son of min shall be as a thief in the night, — no 
man know mg the day nor the hour. So, also, when he 
appeals to selhsh principles, it is in such a manner as to 
give them an awakening power, but not supreme control. 
lie promises that all things shall work together for good 
to them that love God, but that only eventually, and it 
may be in a mysterious manner, involving perhaps suffer- 
ing and privation. He has, doubtless, so adjusted these 
appeals in his word, as to produce the mos^ salutary efleet. 
Accordingly, tlie general belief in the everlasting destruc- 
tion of the finally impenitent, unaccompanied by any 
special fear of such an immediate doom, has been instru- 
mental in awakening men to genuine conviction of sin, to 
a far greater extent than that undue fear which is excited 
upon a sick and dying bed. A similar preference must 
also be accorded to those means of grace which are more 
rational and well-proportioned, as compared with those in 
which the terrors of the world to come are made the pre- 
vailing motive, and arc brought so vividly before the mmd 
as to be regarded in the light of an almost present reality. 
The effect of such a disproportionate excitement of fear, 
must be similar to that which occurs upon the death-bed. 
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It awalceiia cod victi on s which it prevents from maturing; 
or it produces distress which is taken for, and so supplants, 
genuine convictions. More genuine convictions, by far, 
are referable to God's ordinary dealings with men, than to 
the special and deeply afflictive ; more to the conversion 
of an acquaintance, or neiglibor, or several acquaintances, 
or to the fact that many are coming to Christ, than to the 
conversion of one's dearest eailhly friend, with whom the 
heart and soul are bound up for life ; more to the common 
means of grace, than to some fearfully exciting religious 
occasion, or some novel and famous religious enterprise. 

Deep afflictions are beneficial to the Christian. God ap- 
points them to prove his children, and bring them nearer 
to himself. David said, "Before I was afflicted I went 
astray; but now have I kept thy word," Where divine 
grace has been implanted, affliction quickens it anew; but it 
is not calculated to originate it. God punishes unconverted 
men, on account of their sin, by means of affliction. Ho 
punished the old world by a flood; but- neither the pun- 
ishment nor the threatening of it resulted in the convic- 
tion or conversion of a single soul. 

We have no promise that the Holy Spirit shall be es- 
pecially granted to unconverted men upon a dying-bed, or 
when circumstances of deep affliction overtake them, after 
having neglected all favorable means and opportunities for 
becoming Christians. On the other hand, it was declared, 
in the parable of those who had been bidden to the feast, 
and would not come because of their worldly engage- 
ments, that not one of tlietn should taste of the supper, 
Solomon exhorts that our Creator should be remembered 
in youth, before the evil days come. Also, in the first 
chapter of Proverbs, it is written : " Because I have called 
and ye refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no 
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man regarded ; but ye have set at naught all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh ; when your 
fear cometh aa desolation, and your destruction cometh as 
a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ; they 
shall seek me early, but they shall not find me." 

It may be objected that the great religious awakening 
of 1857-8 affords an illustration which is not in accoi'd- 
ance with these principles, in that God has overruled the 
financial depression which occurred throughout the land, to 
the production of an equally wide-spread revival of re- 
li^on ; that he has caused, in numerous instances, the loss 
of property, and the Wasting of men's earthly prospects, 
to result in their conversion to Himself. In answer we 
remark, that, so far aa the revival has been in the hearts of 
Christians, or has contributed to bring out persons from 
an unrecognized to a recognized state of regeneration, 
these means are precisely adapted to the end. So far, 
also, as true conviction and conversion have resulted from 
a general awakening, of which the financial embaiTassment 
may have been instrumental, and hence are only remotely 
ascribable to deeply-felt suffering, it is in accordance with 
the statements advanced. And, finally, so far as this awak- 
ening has assumed the form of a gracious work without 
the power, being deficient especially in deep conviction of 
sin, these causes have been preciseHy suited to produce it. 
To what extent this has been the case, must remain to be 
disclosed hereafter. If genuine conviction of sin, and con- 
version, have arisen directly out of the deep distress of 
men on account of having lost their property or their for- 
tunes ; if this distress has been simultaneous with genuine 
conviction, and has continued in its full sti-ength up to the 
22" 
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point of conversion ; and if reconciliation to tije ioss of 
property has been coincident with actual pardon,— tlitn it 
is decidedly contrary to our views of a genuine work of 
grace. Or if the loss of a fortune, or of property, in such 
a manner as deeply and sorely to afflict, has instrument ally 
hd to true conviction and conversion, in any more than 
very rare and exceptional cases ; and if men have been 
prompted to seek for true religion aa a comforter to them 
in the place of tlieir departed possessions, and have ob- 
tained it, — then this is also contrary to the positions we 
have taken. We are, however, unaware that anything has 
transpired contrary to the doctrines advanced. 

Another influence should be referred to here, as con- 
nected with a seeming want of deep conviction of sin in 
the recent awakening. It has been stated that strongly 
popular and social influences are likely to produce false 
convictions. A truly gracious work may prevail among the 
people, deeply and strongly ; but it never can be popular 
to be converted. Gk>d's work is submitted to only by di- 
vine constraint overcoming human reluctance. When it 
assumes a form acceptable to the masses, then it is popular 
and false, and conviction wUl be either spurious or want- 
ing. It is not our object here to discuss the question 
whether the recent awakening has, to any extent, been of 
a popular nature. We have only to say, in passing, that it 
has not confessedly been so unpopular and objectionable 
to all classes of unconverted men and unevangelical re- 
ligious denominations as former revivals, and as would 
have been expected from a work of such power as is com- 
monly ascribed to this. And, moreover, if it has assumed 
this form and spirit, to a greater or less extent, this would, 
so far, account for the unusual absence of deep conviction 
^^'hich has so largely characterized it. 
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If convictions of sin are directly referable to strongly 
popular or to social inflaences, then they are to be exam- 
ined with greater care. The fact that a whole family 
seems to have been converted, affords no more presump- 
tive evidence for than against the true conversion of any 
individual member. The fact that some profess to become 
Qiristians, is suited to awalten reflections and convictions 
in others. If that profession is genuine, it ia better adapted 
to awaken genuine convictions than false ; if false, it is 
better adapted to awaken false convictions than genuine. 
Popular and social influences propagate themselves through 
the channels of human sympathy, and so do the influences 
of the Spirit. 

We shall proceed now to consider the peculiarities of 
genuine convictions. First, we remark, their origination is 
progressive. Persona are not commonly struck under con- 
viction. This is not in accordance with the ordinary 
workings of the human mind, in hai'mony with which the 
Spirit operates. Examples of this kind of genuine convic- 
tion are exceptional. Paul possessed an extraordinary 
character, and extraordinary circumstances existed which 
rendered it desirable that his conviction should appear to 
be almost miraculous. Such a character is seldom to be 
found, and such circumstances will never again exist. Be- 
sides, we have only an imperfect account, the mere frame- 
work of his mental exercises. This must be borne in 
mind, in contemplating any merely written or reported 
experience. 

Universal Christian experience, as well as the laws of 
mind, teach that true convictions are, at first, weak 
and small, and increase in depth and strength up to the 
point of final relief. Variations often occur by the way ; 
but, as a whole, the process is progressive, and its cul- 
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minating point is just before relief. Tiiie is tlie fsiot, 
wlietlier the individual recognizes it or not. Convictions 
do not pass off gradually as they come on, being removed 
one after another, till all are gone. Christianas burden 
grew heavier and heavier, until it fell all at once from his 
back. Paul says that sin revived, and he died; but not tbat 
sin revived and subsided, and he died. God, by enlighten- 
ment, increases the weight of the sinner's sin, until it be- 
comes loo great to bear, when he faMs upon the mercy of 
Christ. The deepest conviction of sin, and the first real 
sweetness in prayer, are likely to stand in close connec- 
tion, and in the onler named. 

This progressive conviction ia peculiar and inexplicable 
to tbe imenlightened. man, but true to nature. The natu- 
ral conception of the manner in which conviction takes 
place, is, that the individual examines and reflects upon his 
various sins, one after another, and, as be does so, repents 
of them and puts them away ; and so, by this diminishing 
process, they gradually grow less and less, until the last is 
removed, — a course which is always reversed before a gra- 
cious end is attained. Tbe woman with tbe bloody issue 
spent all sbe had, and gained nothing, but ratber gi-ew 
worse, until she abandoned ber efforts and submitted to 
the will of Christ. 

The eiTor in the natural conception is that it presup- 
poses in man, by nature, a sense of sin and disposition to 
repent, — it being only necessary that bis attention should 
be turned to the subject. The spiritual process presumes 
that man needs to be both enlightened and humbled ; and 
when he becomes sufficiently so to exercise repentance for 
one sin, he will for all. The process, therefore, increases 
in intensity, until submission becomes complete. 

Another peculiarity in the origination of genuine con- 
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■vietion, ia a consciousness of a decided change in a per- 
son's view of his sin, after having supposed he understood 
it ; or, a consciousness of having passed over from natural 
to spiritual conviction. This change is sometimes indi- 
cated by a voluntary expression of this kind : "At this time 
I knew I was a sinner, but did not f^d it," — denoting a 
clear distinction in the person's mind between knowing 
and feeling. 

Another mark of genuine conviction is, that the person 
is not conscious of the commencement, or of any steps in 
the progress of his conviction, — the entrance of light 
being imperceptible. The reason is, that the Holy Spirit 
engages all the powers of the sinner in the contemplation 
of his guilt, while light follows in the train. He has no 
leisure to ascertain, step by step, whether he is gaining 
light; so that, ere he is aware, he finds, upon his attention 
being arrested to it, that whereas once he was blind, now 
he sees. Another reason is, that the person makes no 
direct effort to secure illumination, it being, so far as he ia 
concerned, spontaneous. In the natural process, the direct 
aim of the sinner is not so much honestly to understand 
his precise condition, as to obtain such an amount of 
knowledge that he is a sinner as is requisite to conversion. 
He examines, therefore, his conduct and feelings by his 
own unaided efforts ; socks for new views of sin ; and when 
acquired, sets them down aa so much advance in the way 
of gaining light; and is thus conscious both of the begin- 
ning and the progress of his conviction. 

He who is under true conviction, will feel, as the process 
advances, that he is departing farther and farther from the 
kingdom of heaven. He will be more and more discour- 
aged in regard to his ever becoming a Christian. Thia 
ia peculiar. No one anticipates that while he is being 
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brought to Christ, he shall feel that he is actually depart- 
ing from him ; and yet it is a legitimate result of a con- 
stantly increasing view of sin. The fact that an enlight- 
ening work is going on, could he known to him only by 
inference, from the increase of a sense of guilt ; but that 
inference the sinner cannot make while the work is ad- 
vancing, hecause the di^'ersion would retard the work. 
Even if the fact were announced to him by an observer, his 
consciousness could not appropriate it, on account of its 
being fully occupied with a sense of his sin. 

Another peculiarity of genuine conviction is, reluctance 
to confess it. He who is under true conviction, is not 
pleased with the iaet, so as to make him forward to pro- 
claim it. Subsequently, when his convictions are removed, 
he may take pleasure in giving an account of them, but 
not while they are resting upon him. It is then too 
serious a matter. His great concei'n will be to get fiee 
from the curse. If he feels that the piercing eye of God's 
wrath is upon him, his utterance will be choked. This will 
be as true in the case of a regenerate pei-son as of one in 
the process of conviction. In proportion as he is inclined 
to talk freely of his sins, may he infer that he is wanting in 
a sense of them. A sense of sin involves conscious guilt 
and shame, and one will not talk of these except as duty 
requires it. It will be enough for him that his wickedness 
is known to God. 

Another peculiarity of a true sense of sin is, that he 
who possesses it will feel that he has not so deep a sense of 
it as he ought to have. Mirny young Christians are afraid 
they were never converted, hec.iuse they think their con- 
victions were not so deep as they should have been. 
Whether they had as strong convictions as they ought 
to have had or not, real alarm in regard to it is a sigu 
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that the convictions they had were genuine. This is not 
a peculiarity of folse convictiona. It is true light only 
that makes the sinner feel that his ein is deeper and of 
a moi-e aggravated nature than what has yet been exposed 
to his view. Many yonng Christians also are alarmed 
because they ai-e so sensible of being sinners, thinking 
that on this account they cannot be Christians. They 
have never supposed that Christians feel sinful, and least 
of all that they have a sense of deeper sin than has ever 
come to light. They are confident lliat no others feel so 
but themselves, and hence greatly fear they are not true 
Christians. 

This is peculiar. It is such feeling as no man natu- 
rally expects to find attendant upon the regenerate state ; 
■whereas it is habitual with the true Christian, and is a 
sign of regeneration. Men naturally suppose the Chris- 
tian baa a constantly diminishing sense of his sin, espe- 
cially if be is growing in grace. They conceive if he is 
actually growing better, that he would feel so. But the 
spiritual view is the reverse. While he is actually growing 
better, his sense of sin is growing stronger. The better 
he grows, the more light be receives; and the more light 
he receives, the deeper he perceives to he the fountain of 
his iniquity. 

Another peculiarity of true conviction is, that it does 
not pertain to particular sins, but to sinfulness in general. 
The person is pervaded with a sense of his guiltiness, 
without being able to define the reasons for it. He rather 
mourns over his wicked heart than the few sins which 
happen to escape out of it. Under true conviction, open 
wickedness, however great, will lose the prominence it 
naturally baa in the mind, and almost disappear in the 
abyss of iniquity in the heart. After conversion, one 
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may refer frequently to one's open sins as signs of great 
wickedness, but not as constituting it. He may speak of 
them more frequently than others, because they are more 
palpable and convenient to be named; but he will not 
magnify them as if they were the only sins he had ever 
committed. The Holy Spiiit lays the ase at the root of 
the tree. He causes the sinner to mourn more over his 
sinfulness than his sins j over his disposition to sin, than 
his sinful acts. 

Conviction of sin is very often conceived of as a bur- 
den on the heart. This conception is incidental, not es- 
sential. Nor is it necessarily a sign of true conviction. 
There is a natural and a spiritual burden. One of the 
peculiarities of the spiiltual, is that it is not well defined 
in the individual's mind. He feels oppressed and wicked, 
without being able to say on what particular account. 
This is because his burden ia not made up of his sins, 
hut arises fi'om a view of his wicked heart. He has no 
conception of the cause of his burden, because he does 
not at the time realize the connection between his con- 
sciousness of guilt and the weight on his soul, — the bur- 
den seeming to come upon him spontaneously. 

Sometimes true conviction assumes the form simply 
of distress, for which the individual can assign no cause. 
Consciousness of guilt is the cause, but he does not con- 
nect it with the eifect. He is so absorbed in a sense of 
his guilt, that he does not think of himself as being under 
conviction, and of course does not assign this as the occa- 
sion for hia distress. 

Sometimes objection is made to an experience on the 
ground that the person seemed to feel badly, and then 
better, but could not tell why. This may be a favorable 
symptom. It shows that wliatever work existed was not 
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the sinner's own prodaction. It should be considered 
whether tlie cause of this eymptom is great depth of 
conviction, or its entire absence. 

Trae conviction, also, sometimes assuoies the form of 
great and growing hardness of heart. The individual feels 
that he is not being convicted, but is daily becoming more 
insensible. The fact, however, Is, that he has not an in- 
creasing hardnesss, but a growing consciousness of it, 
which indicates an increasing tenderness. This is one 
of the peculiaiities of true conviction, and never exists 
in that which is false. The unenlightened man expects 
to recofpiize an increasing tenderness, which all analogy 
would show to be untrue to nature. 

True conviction assumes, in addition to the above, a 
variety of other forms in the mind. Indeed, it is confined 
to no particular one, but takes such as arise from variety 
of training, mental habits, and other causes, which perhaps 
cannot be identified. 

Finally, it may be remarked, as another peculiarity of 
genuine conviction, that that which exists in the regen- 
erate state never makes the Kame impression upon the 
mind with that which occurs in regeneration, though it 
may be the same both in kind and degree. This seems 
to be the only difference between original convictions 
and those of subsequent occurrence. As there is no 
love which seems like the first love, so there are no con- 
victions which seem like the first convictions. The cause 
is to be found chiefly in the fact, that all new exercises 
make a deeper impression upon the mind than those to 
which the soul has been accustomed. 

A sense of sin has been treated of as an essential fea- 
ture in conversion, and also of a regenerate state. The 
question may arise, however, whether it is a certdn sign 
23 
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of regeneration. To this we answer, that a genuine sense 
of sin is by no means a feature of an unregenerate state. 
It is not natural for men to feel themselves verily guilty 
in the sight of God, All Scripture and human experience 
teach that man is by nature a thoroughly self-righteous 
being. The question, whether a person may not bo truly 
convicted and not converted, or may not be under convic- 
tion for a series of years, has been already considered. 



Repentance is an essential feature of a regenerate con- 
dition, and is found in no other. If it can be determined 
that a person has ever exercised true repentance, it is 
an unmistakable evidence that he has been born again. 
But the difficulty is to determine whether wo possess this 
Christian grace, since it is not easy to be described. Be- 
sides, we ai-e taught that there is a sorrow of the world 
that worketh death ; that tliere is a repentance that needs 
to be repented of. We must therefore inquire what pecu- 
liar marks distinguish true repentance from false. We 
might say that true repentance is ingenuous, sincere ; that 
it is deep and thorough. But this would not suffice. The 
question will still arise, Is my i-epentance sincere? Is it 
deep and thorough? And this would be as difficult to 
dete m e aa the original question. It is also commonly 
said tl 1 1 ue repentance is accompanied with reformation. 
B t tl s 1 es not meet the case ; for if by this is meant 

f t o of heart, then it will be even more difficult 
to det n ne this than the exercise of repentance. Or, if 
mete outward reform is meant, then the difficulty is not 
removed, since this may occur without repentance, or ac- 
company that which ia felse. We must inquire, therefore, 
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whether any peculiar marks or states of mind ai-e att«nd- 
aut upon true repentance, by which its existence may be 
determined. 

One of the characteristics of true repentance is, that 
it is not altogether a process, but chiefly a mental state 
resulting from a process. We are said to come to repent- 
ance. "The Lord is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." The sinner does 
not repent first of one sin, and then of another, and so go 
through a process of repenting. He comes to a state of 
repentance, through a process of conviction and humilia- 
tion. When he has come to trne repentance for one sin, 
he is in a state of repentance for all sin. Repentance is 
therefore an exercise, so far as sin is presented to the mind, 
and a state of reailiness to repent of al! sin. 

It follows from this that a person cannot exercise re- 
pentance by any deliberate determination to do so. It is 
not an act of tlie will, but a mental state which ensues 
spontaneously, as a result of other exercises. Hence an 
individual cannot resolve to enter upon the duty of re- 
pentance, as npon Uiat of prayer. True prayer, and true 
repentance, are equally the gift of God ; but the exercise 
of the one is to be gained through an cfTort of the will, 
while the other is attained by other means. 

One who has exercised true repentance, therefore, is not 
likely to say that he feels he has repented of all bis sins, as 
if he had gone through the process of repenting, until he 
had completed the work. A repentance which inclines to 
express itself thus is natural, and needs to be repented of 
Ask the true Christian if he thinks he has rej)ented of all 
his sins, and be will hesitate, hardly knowing how to reply. 
His answer will be partially suppressed and modified,— the 
reason being, that he does not conceive of the subject in 
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HTich a light. He has simply been in a state of repentance, 
in which a partial view of his sinfulness has been before 
his mind, — the connection between his sins being such, that 
true sorrow for one is virtually sorrow for all. 

Repentance being not mainly a process, but a state, does 
not present so many points for description as conviction 
of sin. One other peculiarity, however, is to be mentioned. 
He who bas exercised truo repentance is likely to fee! that 
it has not been so deep and extensive as it ought. This is, 
doubtless, a uniform peculiarity, which arises from the fiict 
that he who has been really convicted of sin is conscious 
that he has been so only in part ; and, consequently, 
whenever genuine repentance bas ensued upon eucb con- 
viction, the person will feel that he has repented only in 
part. When other sin is brought to his mind, or as hia 
views become more clear, he will still have to repent. Ac- 
cordingly it is that when the sinner comes to repentance 
all his sins are blotted out, without his being under the 
painful necessity of viewing them all in their most aggra- 
vated sinfulness, which perhaps the human mind could not 
endure. 

We remark, finally, that we shall be aided in determin- 
ing the genuineness of true repentance by the genuineness 
of antecedent convictions. If these have been only natu- 
ral, then no spiritual repentance can ensue. If convictions 
are spiritual, then spiiitual repentance is at least likely to 
follow. 

SENSE OP rORGlVENESS. 

If a genuine sense of forgiveness of a single sin is ac- 
tually felt in the soul, it is an undoubted sign of regenera- 
tion. How, then, shall it be determined whether snch a 
feeling has existed? This is confessedly not easy. For- 
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^venesa is God's act, which produces no eneh palpaUe 
effect upon the sinner as to enable him to ascertain with 
ease just when it is performed, or whether it has been 
performed at all. And yet it is common for persons, 
under some religious exercise, to declai-e with confi- 
dence their belief that God has forgiven all their sins. 
But this is rather a sign that forgiveness has not taken 
place. Hence we remark, as the first peculiarity of a sense 
of forgiveness, that he who has experienced it will not 
ordinarily express it in definite and positive terras. A 
sense of forgiveness, conceived apart from all other exer- 
cises, is emphatically a matter of faith and trust, not 
marked by any sensible impressions. God has no given 
signal by which he always makes it known to the sinner 
that he is pardoned. He does not, in any direct manner, 
communicate to him a knowledge of the event. The pre- 
sentation to the mind of passages of Scripture cannot be 
relied upon. They may or may not have connection with 
actual forgiveness. This is in its origin a matter of indis- 
tinct, undefined consciousness. A sense of forgiveness, in 
like manner with conviction of sin, conceived of separately 
from other exercises, comes upon the mind gradually and 
imperceptibly. We do not mean that the sinner is thus 
forgiven, only that a sense of forgiveness is thus obtained. 
It might be expected, however, that when God pro- 
nounces the rebel pardoned, and withdraws his anger, it 
would, in consequence of the spiritual connection existing 
between man and his Maker, produce some conscious effect 
upon the sinner's mind. An effect is produced when for- 
giveness takes place between man and man, and much 
more may it be ospectod when it takes place between man 
and God. Such an effect is produced, varying according 
to the character of the individual, and perhaps other con- 
23* 
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ditions. But it is not that, ordinarily, of a direct an- 
nouncement of the fact, by any easily recognized signal. 

This would be gratifying to the natural man. Some 
sensible sign that sin is forgiven, is often desired, and 
sometimes asked for, hut never granted in the manner 
desired or sought. If the individual supposes he had a 
token from God to this effect, he should rather regard it as 
indicating his mistake. It would not meet his wants if 
received, and hence God does not grant it. 

The first efiect produced, when God for^ves, is merely 
a state of mental quietude. Sometimes it is conceived of 
as actual indifference ; at others, it assumes the form of a 
sweet peace, or positive joy. But these effects are not pro- 
duced by God, or regarded by the individual as a sign that 
forgiveness has been granted. They are merely the legiti- 
mate consequences of pardon. They, however, necessarily 
arrest the sinner's attention, because of the circumstances 
tmdor which they are experienced ensuing immediately 
upon great mental distress. When the effect assumes the 
form of mental quietude, then it excites suppressed curi- 
osity to know its meaning. If it takes the form of indiffer- 
ence, it excites alarm. Not recognizing his spiritual state, 
the individual fears that, by some mysterious cause, his 
convictions have been supplanted by great hardness of 
heart and abandonment by God, If sweet peice, or posi- 
tive joy ensue, these chiefly absorb his attention and re- 
flections, — there being, perhaps, an occasional inquiry in 
his mind whether they may not be the result of forgive- 
ness. 

When a sense of forgiveness first arises, it consists of 
an indistinct or feeble conscionsness of acceptance with 
God, combined very soon with an undefined inference to 
that effect, drawn from the exercises through which the 
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person has passed. This feeling, however, does not be- 
come most prominent. The new life — the sweet peace 
and joy unfelt beforC' — ^ which the pardoned sinner now 
begins to experience, mainly occupy his mind, and super- 
sede any special inquiry whether sin has been forgiven. 
He finds in his new life abundant satisfaction, and as 
much peace as he is capable of enjoying, so that he has no 
occasion or leisure to seek for them from the settlement of 
the question whether he is now a Christian, or is forgiven, 
or from any other source. 

Thus it is, that at no stage of the process does the indi- 
vidual find himself inclined to state, in definite and posi- 
tive tenns, that he believes his sins have been all forgiven. 
Since he does not feci that he has fully repented, he will 
not feel that he has been fully forgiven. Where this does 
occur, it indicates that to obtain pardon as a matter of 
prudential interest, had been the highest aim of the indi- 
vidual, and that the ground of his i-ejoieing is the consid- 
eration that he has been pardoned, and not the quietade 
of mind ensuing from reconciliation with God. The spon- 
taneous expression of the new-born soul does not indicate 
that a behef of having been foi^iven is the primal source of 
his joy, as is the case with the person who is deceived. If 
the veal convert is asked what makes him happy, he will 
hesitate what to answer. He has been too happy to find 
leisure for settling that question. The same remarks apply 
where the first state of mind attendant npon forgiveness is 
that of mental quietude, or of indiEFerence. If it be men- 
tal quietude, there is no agitation of any question, and no 
positive declaration. If it is indifference, such as to cause 
alarm, the sinner does not believe be has been forgiven, 
but rather fears that he has been forsaken. 

Sometimes these several states occur in succession. 
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First there is quietu^*, then a felt indifference and con- 
sequent alarm, auA tlicn, as a reaction, great peace and 
joy. This is, perhaps, the natural order. Sometimes these 
several states follow in such quick succession that the 
mind does not note the process, and hence the last seems 
to be the first. In such a case, the first manifestation of 
feeling, when sin is forgiven, is a sudden outburst of joy 
or transport. But, even then, the individual does not 
express a definite and positive belief that all his sin has 
been foi^iven, as the ground of bis rejoicing. The cause 
of this transport is a matter of faith, which he is not able 
to define. In his high state of mental excitement, the 
pei-son may declare, especially if interrogated, that he 
believes his sins are forgiven ; but it will be merely the 
outburst of his excitement, rather than a well-defined 
belief. This is evident from the fact, that very soon this 
transport is for a time changed into the deepest gloom 
and belief of self-deception, showing that the expressed 
belief of forgiveness was rather a result of the transport 
than the cause of it. 

Another peculiarity attendant upon a true sense of for- 
giveness, is the absence of a full and strong exercise of the 
underatanding. This is equally attendant upon all the 
initial gracious states and exercises. A sense of forgive- 
ness, so far as the individual himself is concerned, is spon- 
taneous. It seems to be entirely self-produced, and hence 
the intellect has very little to do with its creation. The 
cause of this is twofold : First, a sense of forgiveness, as 
well as all other gracious states and exercises, is produced 
bj' the Holy Spirit, which is an unseen and unobserved 
agency; and, secondly, a work of grace, while it affects 
the understanding, has its seat in the heart. This is the 
altar on which the lii-es of divine grace are kindled, and 
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from which the smoke of Its incease ascends through all 
the aonl. The result is, that the exercises of the intellect 
are not prominent, full and strong, nor sharpiy defined. 
There is scarcely the least intellection in the process. 
The understanding is naturally brought into harmony 
with the gracious biases of the heart, by cultivation. This 
is a point of vital iraport.'ince, "With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness." 

We have presented thus far the marks of a sense of for- 
giveness in the earliest stages of its existence ; but its sub- 
sequent character does not essentially differ. Like all 
other exercises, it has at the fii-st more vividness and 
tenderness, and, in consequence of its newness, makes a 
more marked impression on the mind. As it continues 
it becomes more settled, firm, and steady. It acquires 
greater depth, breadth, and strength, but becomea less 
acute. The contrast between it and the preexistent state 
is never so noticeable as at the fii-st. Common to all the 
Stages of its existence is the fact that the person is not 
inclined to express bis sense of foi-giveness by saying, in 
definite and positive terms, that he believes his sins are all 
forgiven. Though he might be conscious of its being so, 
it would yet be expressed in partially suppressed, modified, 
and modest language. 

We shall be aided still farther, in determining the genu- 
ineness of a sense of forgiveness, by considering the cir- 
cumstances under which fot^veness originates, and its 
antecedent, instrumental causes. And here we remark, 
that true forgiveness of sin is, in its origin, closely identified 
with, and consequent upon, the passing off of convictions, 
or the removal of the burden, both of which are equivalent 
to the subsidence of distress on account of sin, whatever 
form it may assume in the mind. We speak not of sense 



Hcssdb, Google 



274 KEMOVAL OF BURDES 

of forgiveness, but of actaal forgiveness. It has been shown 
that these are not, ordinarily, simultaneous ; but that a brief 
Btato of mental quietude, or indifference and consequent 
alarm, are likely to intervene, — thus affording space for a 
sense of sin to originate in an imperceptible manner, like 
the space between night and morning, in which the morn- 
ing dawns. Tho circumstances, therefore, in which the 
burden is removed, or convictions subside, will be those in 
which sin ia forgiven; and the antecedent causes of the 
one will be the antecedent causes of the other. 

We remark, first, that, fio far as the individual is con- 
cerned, the i-CTnoval of the burden is spontaneous. He 
does not pray for its removal, or desire it, though he doe^ 
desire forgiveness, which will cause it. To all human ap- 
peaj'ance, the burden goes off rather against the person's 
will. Tho precise expression of his feelings is, that he has 
lost his burden. He regards its removal as a loss, and is 
at firet alarmed and grieved on account of it. 

Again : the burden is removed when the sinner is not 
expecting it. If he is not praying for its removal, nor 
desiring it, he is not likely to be looking for it. He cares 
little about his load. He would be willing to carry that 
to his grave. His anxiety is for peace with God. He is 
rather glad to be burdened and distressed, yea, even sldn, 
on accountof sin, because he believes he so richly deserv-es 
it. When he becomes conscious that he deserves to suffer 
the full penalty of sin, and is broken and humbled before 
the Divine justice, God ordains that he shall suffer no 
more, but that he shall be relieved, thi'ough the sufferings 
of another. In coming to this condition, his mind ap- 
proaches a state of expectancy that he will forever make 
his bed in hell. When God, therefore, in mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, takes his sufferings away, and ^ves him 
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quiet, he is for a brief space at a loss. He may be 
alarmed, and suffer again tlie most intense distress, until 
tbe Holy Spirit induces within him the consciousness that 
his sufferings have been laid on Christ, when he beholds, 
by faith, the Saviour, in heavenly innocence and beauty, 
enduring on the cross the full penalty which, through sur- 
prising, unmerited grace, had been already taken from his 
guilty head. Thus it is that the sinner finds himself, ere 
he is scarcely aware, relieved of his burden, and rejoicing 
iu Christ, who is bearing it for him on the cross. 

We remark again, that the sinner does not, at the time, 
understand that the burden is being removed. The idea 
of his having lost his burden involves this. When a per- 
son loses something from his possession, he does not be- 
come awai'e of his loss till after it occurs. So it is with 
the sinner. His attention is not called to the fact that his 
convictions or his burden are being removed, till after 
they are gone, when be has to look about him a little, to 
certify himself whether it is really so. This peculiarity 
arises fi-om these causes : First, tbe sinner is not expect- 
ing the removal of his burden when it occurs; secondly, 
it is removed by the Holy Spirit, whose operations are 
never sensibly felt ; and thirdly, the soul is so deeply ab- 
sorbed in the antecedent causes of the removal as not to 
be able to recover itself to the contemplation of it till 
after the event has transpired. The mental exercises have 
acquired such a momentum as to carry the individuid 
somewhat by the goal to which he is tending, before he 
is aware. 

Another peculiarity is, that when the removal of the 
biu-den occurs, and the person's attention is arrested to it, 
he is reluctant to believe it to be the pardon of his sins. 
This is caused, in part, by a feeling of so great unworthi- 
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ness to have his transgressions blotted out, that he cannot, 
for a little period, believe it possible that so glorious an 
event has taken place. Besides, hia previous conception 
of a sense of forgiveness was altogether erroneous; hence, 
■when it occurs, it is so unlike his ideal, that he discredits 
it until he learns to view it in its proper light. 

It seems to be a common idea that the cause of the re- 
moval of the burden, and of convictions, is a conscious, 
intelligent looking of the sinner to Christ, when in dis- 
tress, for help. Feeling that he is very sinfal, and per- 
haps bowed down under the weight of his guilt, .and being 
directed to trust in Christ as willing to save him, he does 
endeavor to cast his soul upon him, and by this means his 
burden or distress is removed. This is, however, a natural 
view of the subject, supported neither by Christian expe- 
rience nor a spiritually enlightened reason. According to 
the testimony of all true Christians, an impressive view of 
Christ as a Saviour is experienced only subsequently to 
the removal of the burden. If its removal is followed by 
simply mental quietude or indifference, and consequent 
alarm, then Ihe view of Christ is only subsequent to this. 
If the removal is followed by these states in so quick suc- 
cession that transport seems to be immediate, the view of 
Christ will seem to be so too. 

This position is sustained by a practical investigation, 
which shows that, in a large proportion of genuine conver- 
sions, no impressive view of Christ is experienced in any 
statre of the work, and, of course, in these the burden 
must have been removed by some other instrumental 
cause. And, moreover, when this view occurs, it is more 
a matter of spiritual consciousness than an act of the un- 
derstanding. The fact that Christ had died on the cross, 
had resided in the understanding long before ; but now it 
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sinks down into a living consciousness in the soul, and, 
coDsequently, is less a matter of intelligence tlian of in- 
tense, but undefined leeling. Christ is viewed by faitb, 
and not by eight. It is the spontaneous enjoyment of a 
new and heavenly life, in nnion with Jesus Christ. All 
the utterances of the new-horn soul are in harmony with 
those positions. Yet as soon as the mental powere come 
again into exercise, the new life, which springs up from 
the heart renewed in Christ, illuminates the understand- 
ing in regard to the excellency of the plan of redemption, 
as it had never been before. The view of Christ which is 
received, in some instances, is one and the same with that 
new and lovely appearance which nature and ihe Eihle 
and Christians aisume in other instances. The one is a 
new view of Christ; the other is a new or Christ-like view 
of natnre, the Bible, and Christians. 

The instrumental cause of the removal of the burden, 
or of convictions, and, consequently, of forgiveness, is the 
coming of the sinner to the requisite state of submission, 
humiliation, and sorrow. Instantly, when this state is at- 
tained, God forgives. This occurs more frequently in 
prayer, yet also in every variety of circumstances. The 
point which completes the process is sometimes recogniz- 
able in conversion, and sometimes not. It consists of the 
yielding of some object hitherto tenaciously held, or the 
forming of some new resolution which the person had 
been unwilling to make. The objects to be given up are, 
sources of worldly ploasore, attachments, or considerations 
of ambition and pride — in themselves perhaps trifling, but 
constituting with the individual the final test. The reso- 
lutions to be made consist of a determination to perform 
some act involving humiliation or submission. Among 
tlie Jews in the time of Christ, the final test was likely to 
24 
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be an acknowIe<1gment that Jesus was the Messiah, and 
willingness to be saved by him. This, however, now, is 
unlikely to be the test, since the name of Christ is univer- 
sally respected by unconvei-ted men. Humiliation and 
submission now are involved rather in a willingness to be 
saved by grace than by Christ. 

One peculiarity attendant upon the giving up of these 
points and the making of these resolutions, is, that the sin- 
ner never undei-stands beforehand what point is to be 
yielded, or what resolution is to be made, in order to bring 
relief. If he obtains relief upon the giving up of just the 
point which he was confident would secui'e it, then it is 
an indication that the relief is spurious. He may have a 
hard struggle with the object, but he will not recognize 
it as the final test till the struggle is over. The point of 
■which he is tenacious is his darling sin, and, consequently, 
is least likely to show itself as being that which mus.t be 
given up. All Christian experience testifies that the sin- 
ner is brought to Christ by a way which he knows not. 
He is not converted as he anticipates. But, if he could 
know beforehand what point yielded, what resolution 
made or act performed, would bi-ing relief, there would 
be nothing mysterious in his conversion. The sinner seeks 
to find out the way to come to Christ, by trying first one 
and then another, till he falls, in humiliiition, helplessness, 
and dependence, upon the mercy of God. God seems not 
to enlighten him previously as to the way, lest it sliould 
not subserve his brokcnness of spirit and humiliation. 
Persons often suppose that God does thus show them 
what precise act they must perform in order to obtain 
relief; but this savors of the human, and not the divine. 
That is the natural and false conception of conversion, not 
the spiritual and true. Nor does the person undci-stand 
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that the act which constitutes the final test is to bring 
relief while performing it, like a child who finally sub- 
mita to some trifling requirement of the parent, wholly 
unaware that the act stands for universal obedience. He 
is obliged to submit, not knowing wliethev he shall ever 
be relieved of not. He must resign his soul into the 
hands of God, to be disposed of at his pleasure, according 
to his infinite justice or his sovereign mercy. 

This is not man's natural conception of a sense of for- 
giveness, or of the manner in which it is to bo obtained, 
nis natural idea of it is, that he is to examine himself 
carefully and thoronghly, discover precisely what his sins 
are, then fully repent of each and all, and as he repents 
receive forgiveness. In such godliness there is no mys- 
tery. The very intelHgibleness of it, to an unenlightened 
mind, is conclusive proof of its spurious nature. "God's 
ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts." 

LOVE FOB GOD AND CHRIST. 

Love for God and Christ is a characteristic of the regen- 
erate state. But how shall it be determined whether we 
have such love? It is often stated that it is as easy to 
know whether we love God, as to know whether we love 
our earthly friends. A recent writer, of sound reputation, 
remarks that "we need no other method of ascertaining 
the nature of love to God, than the nature of love to 
man." " Seriously considered," he says, " there is precisely 
the same difiiculty in conceiving of the nature of love to 
man, that there is in conceiving of the nature of love to 
God." "Ton may as easily know what it is to love 
God, therefore, as what it is to love your friends." Tliese 
statements have only a seeming basis of truth. It is ac- 
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knowledgcd that if a man love his friends, or any earthly 
pleasure as he ought, he would possess an affection kin- 
dred to genuine love for God and Christ. Bat that would 
be a spiritual affection. There is a love, 'both to God and 
man, that is natural, and one that is spiritual. The natu- 
ral ia depraved and false, the spiritual alone good and true. 
It is impossible, therefore, that man's depraved love for his 
friends should reflect the nature of holy love for God. It 
cannot even reflect holy love for his friends. Let the pa- 
rent be converted, and he will feel that he never before 
loved hia ohildreu, or nature, or anything else in the proper 
manner.^ 

Between man's natui-nl and spiritual love for God, and 
his natural and spiritnal love for man, there is a parallel, — 
the latter being the sanctifi cation, or the spiritual engraft- 
ment of the former. But between them, also, the distinc- 
tion is as vital as between life and death. The uncon- 
verted man, therefore, can have no conception of his love 
for God by his love for his friends ; and the converted man 
can no more easily decide whether he loves his friends in 
a spiritual manner, than whether he loves God thus. How, 
then, is true spiritual love for God and Christ to be distin- 
guished? "We answer, that, like other gracious exercises, 
it is to be known by the peculiarities attendant upon its 
existence. 

' The parent's nntaral love for his child is depraved and fklse, because 
he does not love the child b.s it is reasouable he Ehould. God requires 
that whatever we do, whether we oat or drink, we should do all to his 
glory. Hence we shoalil love our children for ills glory. This is reason- 
able, because he gives ns our children, stamped with hi9 image, to remind 
us of him and make ns love him for the gift. But if we love him for the 
Rift, regardless of the giver, he will be angry with ns. And the more we 
love the gift, without loving him, the more Jealous will he have cause to 
be that we do not love him at all. If a child love his toy more thao he 
lores the parent who gave it, will not the parent be offended 7 
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We shall spesik of love to God and Christ promiscu- 
ously, according to convenience, inasmuch as he who loves 
the one will love the other also. 

Fii-st, we shall notice the peculiarities attendant upon 
the manner in which true love for God and Christ origi- 
nates. And we remark, that it arises not from any direct 
effort to produce it, but is epontanpous. True love is 
not originally produced by contemplating the character of 
Christ, and what he has done and suffered, when this is 
done for the purpose of creating it. Contemplation serves 
to revive love where it has already existed, but cannot pro- 
duce it. An unconverted person may take a selfish pleas- 
ure in thinking that Christ has died for his salvation, which 
is liable to be mistaken for love. He is glad an atonement 
has been made, but has no enlightened view of his own ill- 
desert, or of the condescending and loving spirit in which 
the cross was endured for his salvation. 

This is the natui-al conception of love for Christ. But 
true love, which is produced by the Holy Spirit, is, so far 
as man is concerned, spontaneous. The individual is not 
sensible that any particular instrumentalities have pro- 
duced it. He never conceives that his love arose from 
Ins examination of the atonement, and his discovery of 
the obligations he is under to Christ. The first love of 
the new-bom soul springs up independently of these 
contemplations. He is delighted with the character of 
Christ, yet scarcely knowing why. This ia true to nature. 
All true love gushes up spontaneously. That is false 
which is gotten up by an effort, or which is based only 
upon a sense of indebtedness and obligations. We may 
have a sense of indebtedness and obligation, without love, 
or any appreciation of the true spirit in which the favors 
were bestowed. 

24« 
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Sometimea persons seek to exercise love in a certain 
direction, because their Interest so inclines them. But 
the result is spurious. True love will not be forced into 
exercise. So, if an individual seeks to lovo Christ merely 
because he knows it will be for his interest, his love will 
be only iniagiuary. Or, if he seeks to love him simply 
because he knows h^ ought to love him, the result will be 
similar. Men generally know they ought to love God, but 
they do not do it. If I do not love, no sense of duty can 
make me love ; and if I do love, no sense of duty can make 
me cease to love. Love does not consult dnty. 

True love foi Go J and Christ orit;inites in •% change of 
heart, mduced bj the Holy &pint who produces it only m 
hai-mony with reason, duty ind interest The mdividuil 
is bi'ought into a state of reconcihation with God and 
then love ipnngs ap spontaneously He sees his obliga^ 
tions and interests, and the guilt of not lovmc and vet 
loves independently 

Nor la the person conscious of the commencement of 
his love He hnls himself almost before he is aware of 
it, in 1 loving state — not realizing that he is about to 
love, or IS beginning to love He is absorbed in the pro 
cess which is about to bnng him into thi^ st ito an 1 he 
cannot inticipate its results till the pr cess is passed 

It miy be asked, if we out,ht not to make in effort to 
love Christ, and pray for an increase of love. We ought 
rather to seek to come into a state of harmony and peace 
with him, when we can but love him. When the Chris- 
tian prays for an increase of his love, the significance of 
his prayer is that he may be brought to a view of his sin- 
fulness, to see the real nature of what Christ has done, in 
order that, in view of these, his heart may be affected with 
Jove. The Holy Spirit produces love in no unnatural way. 
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It is only by effecting such harmony, or affinity, between 
the snul and the object, that love will arise spontaneously. 
Next we shall speak of the peculiarities of this love 
itself. The first is, that he who possesses love to Christ, 
■will feel that he docs not Iwve him so much or so deeply 
as he ought. He will honestly declare that he hnows he 
does not do ro. If a man thinks he does love Christ as 
he ought, it is evident that he has no conception how he 
ought to love him. The natural man supposes the Chris- 
tian feels that he has abundant love for Christ. Such a 
feeling would not be legitimate. No one can love Christ 
who has not some correct view of the value of salvation. 
And he who has such a view must regard his love, how- 
ever great, as being exceedingly small, scarcely worth the 
name. The Christian's estimation of his love is low, be- 
cause his standard is so high. 

Where true love exists, the individual will feel that 
other Christians have more iove for Christ than lie. He 
esteems others better than himself. If he is told that they 
view themselves as he views liimself; he cannot conceive it 
to be so. He is confident that they have more love than 
he,-and that they estimate it more highly. This is legiti- 
mate, since the Holy Spirit enlightens as to our own hearts, 
and not the hearts of others. 

Another peculiarity is a disposition on the part of the 
individnal to keep to himself the feeling that his iove for 
Christ is so small. He carries about with him a deep 
conviction of the meanness of his love, regretting it and 
moaming over it, bat scarcely ever divulging the feeling 
to others. This is because he feels moitified and guilty on 
account of it. 

But it may be asked if the Christian is necessarily 
deceived as to the amount of love he possesses. We 
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answer, that probably he never undere&timatea his love, 
except in S()me morbid and unhealthy state. In his best 
estate he has the lowest estimate of it; but even then, he 
reckons it higher than it is reckoned by Lis Saviour. Yet, 
after all, that is a state in which he delights. If his love 
■were put to the test in that condition, it would be found to 
be stronger than in any other. The Christian should infer 
that when he haa that feeling he is in his best conditioni 
Indeed, he values hia love more highly when he thinks he 
has little, than when he thinks he has much. It is a state 
parallel to that indicated by Paul's paradox, " When I am 
weak, then am I strong." When he has little love, then 
has he much. He loves Christ because Christ's love is so 
much greater than his own. "We love him because he 
Jlrst loved us." 

Finally, we remark, that he who loves Christ will not 
have the reasons why he loves him before his mind in defi- 
nite form. His love will be emphatically an exercise of the 
heart. First-love especially exists without giving reasons. 
It is a matter of consciousness, rather than of the under- 
staniSing, True love for Christ is more an undefined afiec- 
tion for him than a rejoicing because he has performed 
certain acts for our advantage. Affection for Christ must 
be distinguished from mere intellectual views of his char- 
acter and office. These may foster affection, but cannot 
produce it. One who truly loves Christ, will appreciate 
the reasons why he should love him ; but his love will 
be independent of them. He will love him because he 
seems lovely. That is all the reason love is necessarily 
required to give of itself. 

Again : true love involves gratitude to Christ, which ia 
also a characteristic of the regenerate state, and marked 
by similar peculiarities. If a man has gratitude to Christ, 
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he tfUI feel that it is very staall. He will call it nothing, 
and be pained and mortified on the account. Sometimes, 
indeed, a person declares he has but little gratitude, when 
the object is to indicate how much Christ has done for 
him, on account of hie superior desert. He looks upon 
his gifts as tokens of esteem. With the true Christian it 
is not so. He feels that his gi-atitudo for the infinite and 
undeserved favors of Christ is not worth the name. He 
cannot exercise it as he ought. The reason is, he has fixed 
hia standard of gratitude so high, that what he has appears 
as nothing. This is tnie to nature. Expressions of grati- 
tude become less fluent and more suppressed, according to 
the depth and strength of the feeling, 

HAPPIfTESS. 

Genuine happiness is a characf eristic of the regenerate 
state. But, since there are various kinds of happiness, the 
question is, How shall the true be known? This is often 
answered hy saying that tlie Christian has a happiness 
which the world knows not of But this is not sufficient, 
since the deceived professor and the jirofcssors of false 
religion declare the same. Nor can it be determined by 
the fact that the source of one's happiness is changed, 
since the sources of fiilse happiness are various; nor by 
the fact that whereas he once took pleasure in worldly 
things, he now takes delight in the things of religion; 
since there is a false delight in these, as unlike the truly 
spiritual as is the meanest pleasure of the world. 

We must, therefore, seek for some more external and 
tangible marks, by which spiritual happiness may be dis- 
tinguished. The first is, that the truly regenerate man, 
though conscious at times of prasessing real happiness. 
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will yet feel that lie does not possess it to such a degree 
as he ought ; aod aotnetimes, that he does not possess it 
Rufficieiitly to warrant his thinking himself a Christian. 
He does not feel that his cup of spiritual joy is full. 
The Christian may fed that his liappiness is complete, 
when, in the glow of his firat love, or when greatly re- 
vived, or after having some peculiar discipline or experi- 
ence. But this is not his ordinai-y state of mind. When 
a professing Christian states that his religion makes him 
perfectly happy, and does it not as the outburat of feeling, 
but in a deliberate manner, as if perfect happiness in re- 
ligion were easy to be attained, and womlers why the 
religion of othei-s does not make them as happy as he, 
it is to be feared that his conceptions of what Christian 
happiness is are false. 

The private experience of most true Chri'^tiana will 
accord with these positions. Each one will acknowledge 
that he does not enjoy so ninch as he knows he might, 
or as it is his privilege to enjoy; and at the same time 
will consider his case as peculiar. He is specially imj)er- 
fect. His short-coming furnishes good reason why Ma 
cap is not full, though he docs not doubt that othere 
live so as to feel that their happiness is complete. 

The explanation of this feeling is obvious. Man's true 
happiness consista in the exercise of love. He is preemi- 
nently a loving being, made in the image of God, who is 
love. But by sin man's love has become peiwerted, and his 
happiness is lost, Christ came that his sin might bo for- 
given, and his love and happiness restored. In proportion, 
therefore, as he has a sense of forgiveness, will his love and 
happiness be reinstated. But it has been shown that the 
true Christian is conscious that he never attains so great a 
sense of his sin, or of forgiveness, as the occasion requires ; 
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SO that he comes correspondingly short in his love and 
happiness. Henue, if an individual feels that his cup of 
religious happiness ia fdl, it indicates a -want of enlight- 
enment as to his sinful nature. 

Another peculiarity attendant upon true Christian hap- 
piness is, that it is not uniformly the same. It is as great a 
mistake to suppose that the Christian is uniformly liappy, 
as it is to suppose that the unchristian man is ever so. 
Almost every Christian has his hours, and perhaps days 
and weeks, of spiritual darkness and gloom: he has at 
least some apprehension, by experience, of what these 
things are. 

These seasons are not to be sought, for they are the 
hidings of God's countenance, denoting that he is angry 
on account of still remaining sin. They should therefore 
alarm the Christian. But if he has never experienced them, 
and has professed religion long, he should be alarmed infi- 
nitely more, kst he nei er knew the grace of God. Where 
is the child thtt has not at some time felt the parent's 
frown? So it is spintmlly. "Whom the Father loveth 
he chasteneth, ^nd «couigeth every son whom he reeeiv- 
etb." "If je be without chastisement, whereof all are 
pai-takere, then are ye bastards and not sons." 

This peculiar experience belongs to the true Chris- 
tian. The unchristian professor never complains of sea- 
sons of great gloom. He never mourns over clouds, and 
the hidings of God's countenance. His spiritual heavens 
are so dark, that the blackest cloud between himself and 
God cannot cast the slightest shade upon his path. Light 
is necessary to make clouds visible ; and there is no man 
who has seen the light that has not also seen clouds. The 
Christian can and may have seasons of darkness, but the 
unchristian man never does or can have seasons of light. 
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If spiritual darkness is painful, it shows that the person is 
not blind. That the Christian should experience seasons 
of darkness and gloom while lie is but partially sanctifieti, 
is legitimate, A view of sinfulness and shorl-coming is 
doubtless designed to mako him unhappy, and so stir him 
up to a return to peace with God. At all events, this is 
its natural effect upon the truly pious heart. 

Another peculiarity of true Christian happiness pertains 
to the manner in which it is obtained, or recovered when 
lost. And we remark, that it is never obtained by efforts 
put forth for the purpose of securing it. True happiness 
flows in like a river upon the footsteps of him who walks 
in the path of duty. If a person prays expressly for hap- 
piness, then what he obtains will be false and delusive, 
like the happiness of the world. If he prays for a broken 
heart on account of sin, and reconciliation with God, and 
obtains them, then peace which the world knows not of 
will come of its own accord. 

Hence true happiness is obtained and recovered by the 
Christian when he is not looking for it. It flows spontane- 
ously into his soul while he is adjusting his case with God. 
When he has once submitted to the divine terms, he finds, 
to his surprise, that he has peace which passeth understand- 
ing. It follows, therefore, that though a sinner may be 
awakened to an effort to become a Christian by the desire 
to be happy, yet, before the end can be realized, that mo- 
tive must retire. If it retains its ascendency, or occupies 
any considerable place in the mind up to the point of 
obtaining happiness, it is not true. Just here many souls 
are deluded by the device of Satan, and taken captive at 
his win. To be happy forever, is the designed end of 
man's being ; but it is attained only when it comes as a 
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consequence of big relation to his Maker being restored to 
its original uprightness. 

The laws which regulate the Christian's seasons of dark- 
ness and gloom, are the same with those which govern the 
production of his original peace with God. These are not 
removed by efforts put forth for this purpose, but depart 
spontaneously, aa a consequence of renewed repentance 
and return to God. If seasons of darkness and gloom are 
removed by efforts put forth, or prayer offered to that 
effect, without any change in the individual's relation to 
God, they are not such as are experienced by the true 
believer. 

From this it follows, that another peculiarity of tn\e 
happiness is, that the Christian is not sensible of its origin. 
He is not sensible that his happiness is produced by his 
belief that he has been converted, — that his sins are for- 
given, or his salvation secured. The true convert is gen- 
erally happy before he believes he is converted, or forgiven. 
He cannot describe his happiness ; and, at the first, he does 
not need or care to understand its causes. All true Chris- 
tian experience will respond to this statement. If the 
yoong convert is asked what makes him happy, his answer 
is, " I do not know; but I am happy." That is all he 
knows, and just then it is enough for him to know. 

Here is a test which every Christian should apply to 
himself: "Was my happiness originated by the belief that 
my sins were forgiven, or that I had found the Saviour?" 
If so, it must be fidse.j The true Christian's happiness is 
independent of that belief. The young convert will be 
happy whether he believes his sins are forgiven or not. 
When he first begins to be happy, if asked whether he 
thinks himself a Christian, he sometimes answera nega- 
tively, and sometimes doubtfully. 
25 
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Thla is peculiar. The most highly cultivated, but spirit- 
ually unenlightened reason, would dictate that the Chris- 
tian should be able to assign the cause of his bappiness. 
HeDce the self-deceived person ascribes it to his belief 
that he is converted, or that his sins have been forgiven, 
which may promote true happiness, but not originate it. 

The question may arise whether some persona may not 
have a disposition naturally so hopeful as to prevent their 
ever experiencing seasons of darkness and gloom. It has 
already been stated that, in this respect, the Christian will 
correspond perfectly with the man. The same varieties 
of cheerfulness and sadness will be found in the one as 
in the other. The Christian will, so far as he is spiritual, 
be as he was ori^nally constituted. He will bear such 
fruits, in variety and form, as he would have borne if he 
had not fallen. 

The regenerate character has the same freedom of 
development that belongs to the unregenerate. This is 
often misunderstood, and greatly abused. The fact that a 
professing Christian has naturally a cheerful disposition, is 
made an apology for his never feeling that he has occasion 
to mourn over his sinful character. Oftentimes what 
should be scribed to spiritual blindness and self-right- 
eousness, is ascribed to natural temperament. We are 
willing to accord to the Christian the same proportion of 
hopefulness and cheerfulness, spiritually, that he has natu- 
rally, but no greater. Where is the person of a disposition 
so hopeful as never to feel sad or disheartened ? But 
many professing Christians claim never to have any spirit- 
ual sadness, discouragement, or gloom. If the man can be 
found who is not capable, naturally, of feeling sad when 
real occasion for it exists, this would be a sound reason why 
he, as a Christian, should never experience spiritual sadness. 
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Every Cliiiatian has more or less of sinfulness and short- 
comiDgs, which deserve to be lamented ; and we can con- 
ceive of no constitutional reason why he should not see 
and deplore them. Tlie fact that a man has naturally a 
hopeful temperament, is no guarantee against his ever 
experiencing the hiding of God's countenance. It will 
lead him to dwell chiefly upon the cheering aspects of 
religion ; but, if it precludes all penitence, then he is at 
least exercising the graces of the gospel in a dispropor- 
tionate manner, and is wanting in that sense of the divine 
forgiveness, of which every Christian stands in absolute 
need. We cannot conceive that any man can be consti- 
tuted so differently from other men, as to be able to enjoy, 
constantly, the sweet peace of forgiveness, without ever 
feeling the pangs of sorrow and guilt. We have reason to 
fear lest the sentiment that some professing Christians are 
never subject to darkness and gloom, on account of the 
hopefulness of their natural temperament, is a device of 
Satan to hi^e from their view the truth that it is to be as- 
cribed not to their temperament, but to their self-righteous 
disposition. 

ENJOYMENT OF PEATEE. 

Closely allied to Christian happiness is the enjoyment 
of prayer, which is a characteristic of the regenerate state. 
The unregenerate man never really enjoys commnnion 
with God. He has what he calls happiness in prayer; but 
it is as corrupt and false as everything that proceeds from 
the natural heart, God never relaxes his anger with the 
impenitent sinner long enough to give him a moment of 
true happiness in communing with him. 

The first pecuharity of true enjoyment of prayer, is, that 
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lie who possesses it will feel that he does not have so 
much as he ought, and will be grieved on the account. 
He who feels that he has as much enjoyment in prayer as 
he ought, does not know what true enjoyment is. Enjoy- 
ment of prayer is unlimited in its nature, and experience is 
necessary to make one feel his ignorance. 

Another peculiarity is, that true enjoyment of prayer is 
not at all times alike. The true Christian, especially in 
tlie eavly part of his Christian life, finds his communion 
with God much more sweet at some times than at others. 
lie has his peculiarly precious seasons in prayer, and also 
his peculiarly dark and gloomy ones. This foot that he 
does not sometimes enjoy prayer, but finds it an exceed- 
ingly unwelcome task to pray, which is such an occasion 
of doubt, grief, and fear to the young Christian, is one of 
the surest signs that he is in a regenerate state. The fact 
that he sometimes almost believes that he does not love to 
pray, and distrusta the genuineness of his piety on account 
of it, is an unmistakable indication that he knows what the 
true enjoyment of prayer is. No man has ever seen the 
sun shine who has not also seen a shadow. If he can dis- 
cern a shadow, it is evidence that ho is not blind. If a 
dark day is painful to him, it is certain that he knows 
what a bright one is. A conscious want of enjoyment in 
prayer, which causes great grief, is by no means the pro- 
duct of the Holy Spirit, but the result of human infirmity. 
It is not to be sought, hut lamented ; and yet it may he 
regarded with favor, as a symptom that the person is in a 
Chri Stat >yhat moi-e gratifying indication have 

we of a al e than the fact that the individual some- 

times he rs d o d ; or of a delicate ear, than that dis- 
cords e piiuful ? What music is there in his soul who 
decla ea that 1 e enj ys all music, and all alike ? 
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This varied experience in tlie enjoyment of prayer be- 
longs to the true Christian. The false professor is not 
troubled with seasons of great gloom in prayer, since he 
has never had a season of light. He believes he always 
enjoys prayer, because he never enjoys it at all. He is 
contented to be in the vale, because he was never on the 
mount. Blaise Pascal says, " Who mourns that he is not 
a king, but a king dethroned?" So it is gpii-itu.ally. 
"Who mouras his want of access to the throne of grace, but 
he who has once been thei e ' If the false professor should 
once truly enjoy communion with God, he would call the 
happiness he now has real misery. The Christian's varia- 
tion in enjoyment of prijer, arises from the fact, that his 
spiritual life, like all life, la more full, fresh, and strong at 
one time than at another. On account of the vitality of 
his prayer, it is sensitive to snrrounding influences. 

Kindred to want of enjoyment is the feeling which the 
true Christian often has that be meets with no success in 
praying. He has no access to God. The heavens are 
brass. His prayers do not rise above his head. It seems 
to him of DO use to pray. He has no inclination; it is 
hard work. These are peculiarities attendant upon the 
praying of the true Christian. The false professor has no 
such trials. To bim all is clear and easy. He has no such 
conceptions of what it is for fallen man to commune with 
bis Maker, as to make liim timid in view of the undertak- 
ing. He feels quite adequate to it, and thinks he accom- 
plishes it very successfully. But the humility, sense of un- 
worthiness, and helplessness of the real Christian, prevent 
all such self-complacence. They make him feel that for 
sinful man to move God by his requests, is no trifling under- 
taking. His sense of the greatness of it, and his unfitness 
for it, sometimes cause bim to approach his Maker with 



Hcssdb, Google 



294 TRUE PRAYER SUBMISSIVE. 

such fear, trembling, and self- distrust, that he cannot believe 
his prayers are heard. 

The true Christiiio's feeling that God hears and will an- 
swer his prayer, does not assume that definite form and 
confident tone which are common to the prayers of false 
Christians. It is more a matter of faith than of sight, or 
sense, or absolute knowledge. The true spirit of prayer 
does not incline the offerer to declare confidently that he 
believes he shall have the precise object prayed for, and in 
the particular manner desired. Nor does it incline him to 
take to himself the credit of having secured the object by 
means of hia prayer, even when it seems to have been 
granted. True prayer presents its requests to God with 
earnestness and yet submission. The suppliant is not a 
wilful pleader. He submits his petition, saying, "Not my 
will, O God, but thine be done !" He who has truly gained 
a blessing from God by prayer, will be modest in e 
his belief that his prayer secured it. 



Every true Christian does at some time have doubts, and 
feai-s lest he may bo in a state of seif-deception. If one 
can detei-mine that he has ever had a really spiritual doubt 
of his acceptance with Godj it is a sign that he is a Cliris- 
tian. It is not asserted that doubts are to be desired, or 
that they are tlie fruit of the Spirit, or that they ought to 
exist : it is only meant that they are incident to tlie Chris- 
tian state, and when found, are signs of a regenerate con- 
dition. Doubtless the Cliristian may, in process of time, 
outgrow them ; or, by a certain kind of discipline or expe- 
rience, become freed from them. Nor do we deny that 
he ought to do so j yet observation teaclies that they are 
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universally experienced at some period in the Christian 
life.' 

A truly Christian doubt arisos from a partly sanctified 
and partly unsanctified condition. Want of sanctification 
furnishes the occasion for doubt, and sanctification causes 
the occasion to be perceived and felt. 

But why should not the Christian constantly doubt his 
acceptance with God, since he is constantly in a state of 
partial sanctification ? This is because his mind is directed 
more to a contemplation of his sinfulness, and less to Christ 
and the divine forgiveness, at one time than at another. 
lie is also more under the influence of his sinful propensi- 
ties at one time than at another. Occasional indulgence in 
certain definite and known sins, which produces a sense of 
guilt and grief, leads him to fear that he may not be a true 
child of God. Having a greater amount of illumination at 
some times than at others, contributes to the same effect. 
This is evident irora the fact, that, in times of revival, when 
Christians begin to be awakened to a sense of coldness and 
inactivity, then they begin to doubt. Self-examination, 
nnder the influence of the Holy Spirit, always produces 
this effect at the first, and then i-eacts into a strengthening 
of the believer's hope. 

A view of remaining sinfulness very unifoi-mly produces 
doubts in the eariy part of the Christian life. The young 
conveit is surprised and alarmed at the discovery that he 
is stiil sinful. His previous conceptions were that, when he 
became a Christian, he should feel free from sin, guilt, and 
self-condemnation. When, therefore, he begins to experi- 
ence the contrary, it produces serious doubts of his con- 
version. 

1 Many apparent exceptions to this remark are originally eases of unrec- 
ognized I'egenenttion. See Part I. 
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The Cliristian's doubts, though kiD<!red in some respects, 
and produced in part by similar causes, are yet to be dis- 
tiiK'uished from his occasional seasons of darkness and 
gloom. He may have darkness, and yet not seriously 
doubt bis regenerate condition ; as ho may have strong 
doubts and fears, and not feel that be is in darkness. His 
darkness is produced by his sinfalness; his doubts and fears, 
by a view of it. So far as the individual's observation is 
concerned, his seasons of darkness and gloom are, to a 
greater extent, spontaneous. He cannot give the reasons 
why he has them ; but he can ^ve his reasons why he 
doubts. The latter are connected more with reflection ; 
while both depend, in great part, for the variety of their 
form and strength, on the natural temperament. 

Some persons are of a doubting disposition. They doubt 
everything; and, of course, doubt their being Christiana, 
let the evidence be what it may. Others are very hopeful 
at some times, and very doubtfd at others. But we cannot 
conceive of a disposition such as to be incapable of doubt- 
ing sincerely, where occasion to doubt is manifest. Every 
true Christian must necessarily see that in his character 
which is not becoming a child of God; and there is no 
reason why it should not produce the foar lest he may be 
deceived. If occasional doubts are incident to the Chris- 
tian character, arising naturally from its very structure, 
no constitutional peculiarity can prevent them, but only 
modify their strength and form. 

It may be asked. Why should the Christian doubt his 
conversion, because of his sinfulness, when he knows 
that this is common to the renewed character? We an- 
swer: this is one of the peculiarities of spiritual doubts. 
They have a singular vitality, which distinguishes them 
from those that are talse. The natural man would expect 
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that the Christian's review of his original experience, his 
knowledge that all Christians have remaining sinfulness, 
and that he does not expect to be free fi-om sin in this 
world, combined with his conscions enjoyment of prayer, 
his love for Christ, and other evidences, would sit once dis- 
pel whatever doubts might chance to arise,if it did not pre- 
vent them. This, however, does not assuage the Christian's 
pain and grief on account of sin, or prevent them from 
having the natural effect to produce the fear of self-decep- 
tion. The fact that the question of his having been bom 
again has been repeatedly settled upon a satisfactorj- basis, 
bis belief that Christ shall lose none that have been 
given to him, and even his knowle(lge that just such doubts 
as he now has are signs of a gracious state, have no power 
to dispel them, or relax their grasp upon bis inward life. 
These doubts and fears are a vital injury of the Christian's 
lively hope, which can be repiured only by the resuscitation 
of its life-principle. The application of certain considera- 
tions may serve to foster the revival of it, but they have no 
power to remove a genuine doubt. 

This leads us to remark, as another peculiarity of the 
true Christian's doubts, that they are not under his control. 
He has no power to produce, and none to remove them. 
He may pray for the forgiveness of the sin which occasions 
them, but he can no more cast them oft) than he can con- 
trol his foi^iveness. The removal of the true Christian's 
doubts is spontaneous. He does not know beforehand 
what considerations will effect it; nor is he, at the time, 
conscious that they are being removed. Under the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, be is occupied in being brought 
into a state which involves their removal, when, ere he is 
aware, he finds they are gone. He does not know what 
means will remove them, because, while doubting, he has 
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no faith that they will ever be reraove<l. That would de- 
stroy their genuineness. The natural man supposes the 
Christian removes his doubts by examining, and ascertain- 
ing that there is no just ground for them, when he doubts 
no more ; or he supposes they are removed by praying for 
their removal. But this would involve no change in the 
believer's condition, and no reason why he should doubt 
less than before. If the cause of the Christian's doubts is 
his departure from Christ, he should continue to doubt till 
he returns. 



The next characteristic of a regenerate state is, the exer- 
cise of faith. This is a Christian graee, whoso existence is 
most difficult of all to be determined. The Scriptures rep- 
resent faith as being of a twofold nature, consisting of be- 
lief and love. " If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." "For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness." Philip 
said to the eunuch, " If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest." Faith is a loving belief in God and 
Christ, and all their attributes and acts. We may have be- 
lief without love, or, possibly, love without belief; but not 
iaith without both. A condition of faith, therefore, is that 
resulting from the combined conditions of love and belief. 
This resultant condition has its own peculiarities, and re- 
quires a distinct description. It is like the chemical union of 
two substances which produces a compound unlike either. 

One who is in a state of faith, has supreme love for God, 
and perfect confidence in all his declarations. He loves 
and believes, but his love controls. He loves God so well, 
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that he can believe nothing prejudicial to hira. He loves 
so stronglj what God wills, that he can will nothing differ- 
ent. Hence he is in perfect harmony with the mind of 
God and his eternal purposes. 

This faith is spiritual and trae. The natural and false 13 
composed of belief combined with a natural and false love. 
We shall notice, first, some of the peculiarities attendant 
upon the origination of genuine faith. "We remark, firet, that 
it does not originate, according to man's natural conception 
of it, from effort put forth for the purpose of producing 
it. This cannot be, since love which is not thus produced 
is so prominent- an element in it. Genuine faith does not 
arise from desire accompanied with belief. We may desire 
and believe in things which are not according to the will 
of God. It is impossible that a person should have true 
faith in the fulfilment of any desire, however good, if its 
fulfilment is not according to God's eternal purpose. It 
does not matter that, in the person's judgment, there is 
necessity for the object desired. The judgment of God 
may be different. The spiritual mode of obtaining faith, 
therefore, is not to ask for it directly, but to ask for har- 
mony with God's desires and eternal purposes, in which 
state faith can but exist. The meaning of the prayer, 
"Lord, increase our faith," is, "Lord, increase our confi- 
dence in thy word, and desire for the accomplishment of thy 
will;" and not, "Lord, increase our confidence that thou 
wilt do what we judge most necessary and desirable," 

From this it follows that true feith does not ori^nate in 
any sensible manner. A person who is coming into a state 
of faith, does not take cognizance of the fact. His powers 
are all absorbed in being brought into submission to the 
will of God, and desire for its accomplishment, and he can 
stop to consider naught else. 
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We shall next mention some of the peculiarities attend- 
ant upon the exercise of fiuth. First, we remark, that if one 
is in the exercise of genuine faith, he will not speak fi-eely 
of it. He will be too deeply engaged in the exercise itself 
to talk about it. When a person has real faith that some 
desire is about to be granted, he will not bo likely to an- 
nounce the fact. This would interrupt, if not destroy, his 
faith. lie would be so absorbed in the exercise that he 
probably would not think or care to proclaim it. This is 
natural. In propoi-tion as a person is deeply absorbed in 
any mental exercise, are his observations concerning it 
diminished. When, therefore, a man is in- exercise of such 
fuith in God as will gain the blessing, ho will be like to 
give attention to nothing else, — especially will be not be 
diverted to so unimportant a matter as that of announcmg 
beforehand that be was about to receive a blessing. 

One who is exercising faith, is in a state of profound hu- 
mility. He is destitute of self-complacence, and pervaded 
with a sense of his ill-desert of the blessing sought, and of 
the justice of God, should be withhold it. This will check 
his declaration of the belief that he is about to receive it. 
Even when the blessing has been granted, he has little in- 
clination to take to himself the credit of having obtained 
it by his faith. He feels himself too unworthy, and too 
dependent upon God. He regards the blessing as a perfect 
gratuity, and is as grateful as if he had done nothing to 
obtMn it. In hia deep humility and gratitude, the thought 
scarcely enters his mind that bis faith was instrumental of 
the blessing. If he speaks of it, it is only as duty requires, 
and with modesty and reluctance. It is not uncommon to 
hear professing Christians relate, with an air of self-com- 
placence, the remarkable answers to prayer which they 
have received. But it is difficult to conceive how God can 
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regard with favor such a Bplrit. There is no boasting, and 
no self-gratulation, in the prayer of faith. 

Another pecuHarity attendant upon genuine fiiith is, the 
feeling, on the part of him who has it, that his faith is very 
weak and small. His conception of what it is to have faith, 
will be such that he will hardly dare to think he possesses 
it at all. If any one feels that ho has great faith, it is indic- 
ative that his idea of true faith is very imperfect. 



Another characteristic of the regenerate state, which 
deserves a passing notice, is humility. True humility is a 
sign of regeneration. This grace has artful counterfeits. 
False humility is real pride. The true is distinguished 
fi-om the false by cei-tain peculiarities. And first, we ob- 
serve, that he who is truJy humble, does not make great 
pretensions to humility. He does not think he is so hum- 
ble as he ought to be. He does not speak of his humility ; 
he makes no effort to appear to possess it, and is not de- 
sirous of being credited for it. He is not so anxious to 
appear pious, as to be so. It is duty and love for Christ, 
not true hiimiiity, that makes one desire to profess religion. 
True humility produces a willingness to do what duty re- 
quires; while false humility, or pride, makes one unduly for- 
ward. True humility always involves in its production a 
mental struggle ; false humility, seldom. The one makes 
a person willing to Sear what woald otherwise be a cross; 
the other takes the cross away. True humility has to en- 
counter pride ; false humility is in the direction of it. The 
one costs a sacrifice of natui-al feeling; the other is a grat- 
ification of it, while both may lead to the same external 
26 
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action. True humility originates in a breaking of soul ; 
false humility, at most, in a counterfeit of it. 

We have thus endeavored to exhibit the peculiarities of 
the vailous features of the truly regenerate character. 
These same peculiarities also flow out into all the outward 
life; and it is by these that it is to be distinguished, bo far 
as judgment is to be based upon the external living. They 
will be less prominent in the outward life, in proportion as 
it is remote fi-om its inwai'd source. The true believer, and 
one who ia self-deceived, will differ less in the outward ap- 
pearance than in their real spirit. Nothing, in the general 
course of a person's external living, will servo as an unmis- 
takable sign that he has been bom again, except so far as 
it is peneti-ated with the peculiar spirit of the regenerate 
man. It is by this peculiaiity, in great part at least, that the 
good works of the true Christian are to be distinguished 
from those of the false. However conscious he may he 
that he is endeavoring to do the will of God, he will yet 
teel that hia good works are nothing — that he is, after all, 
an unprofitable servant. He can hardly see that he has 
ever done anything that deserves to be called a sacrilice for 
Christ. However much he may have endured for him, he 
takes to himself no credit. It is to him aa nothing. 

It may be said that eminent godliness will control the 
outward life, and show itself in the general couree of living. 
This is admitted ; though it must be remembered that we 
are not discussing the signs of eminent godliness, but sim- 
ply of a regenerate state. It has been said that when the 
inward spirit is changed, it will modify even the manner in 
which one bows in prayer, his tones of voice, and so the 
outward forme of his religious acts. But, while peculiar- 
ities may and will be manifested legitimately in outward 
forms, yet the inward life, for want of sufficient strength, 
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may not always throw its spirit out so far, or with such 
force as to make its impress upon the external action. Ee- 
geneiation may not even control the/ac(s of the outward 
history as it ought. Moral uprightness and reUgtons ex- 
actness in form, are not, necessarily, signs of a gracious 
state. No inference from these can be drawn in favor of a 
change of heart, except hy the peculiar spirit which per- 
vades them, 
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CHAPTER I. 

How can a regenerate person be certified of the regen- 
erate state of others? The general basis on which thia 
question is to be answered, has been laid down in the fore- 
going pages. The means by which we are to determine 
our own regenerate condition, and that of others, mnst, to 
a greater or less extent, be the same. We can have but 
one set of phenomena to eKamine in either case, and but 
one class of principles by which to judge them. The 
general principle which has been laid down to guide us 
throughout the investigation, is, that the regenerate char- 
acter is peculiar, distinct from all other; and by its pecu- 
liarities and distinctiveness it is to be known. Its pecu- 
liarities have been exhibited. The only question which 
remains is, Has the Christian the means or ability of dis- 
covering them as they exist in others? Can he detcnnine 
their existence in others to a similar degree of certainty 
with which he can determine their existence in himself? 
or. Can he do it at all? 

It may be said that the Scriptures have given one simple 
rule, by which we are to be guided; "By their fruits ye 
shall know them." It has already been shown that this 
passage signifies that the religious character is to be 
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known by the kind of its fruits. Our Saviour is show- 
ing the disciples how to distinguish between true and false 
religious teachera. The implication is, that they could not 
be known by the external aspect of their fruits, because 
religious teachers wouM come clothed like the trae sheep 
of Christ's flock, while inwardly they would be ravening 
wolves. Since the fruits, therefore, cannot be known by 
their form, they must be determined solely by the spirit 
which actuates them. The Christian spirit also being 
marked by peculiarities, we are reduced to the question, 
as before. Can these peculiarities be discovered in others, 
either as they manifest themselves in the outward form of 
their fruits, or by any other means ? 

The position which wc shall assume is, that Christians 
have the ability of determining these peculiarities in oth- 
ers, with a degree of certainty proportionate to the re- 
sponsibility they are obliged to assume in regard to them. 
We have seen that this responsibility is very great, and 
hence, the degree of certainty they can possess is also very 
great. As the regenerate man can be certified of his own 
regenerate state according to the responsibility involved, 
and by means perfectly suited to the nature of the case, so 
he may, in a similar manner, be certified of the regenera- 
tion of others. It is not meant that tliis is unifonnly done. 
Many Christians and Christian ministers do not become 
certified of the regeneration of others, to a degree at all 
proportionate to their responsibilities in regard to them. 
They do not cultivate the ability they have, or appropri- 
ate the means with which they are furnished for doing it. 
Because the subject is delicate, and attended with difficul- 
ties and liabilities of mistake, they are deterred ; and, ex- 
cusing themselves upon the ground that it is impossible to 
know, with infallible certainty, who are Christians, they 
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determine to throw the responsibility upon the individuals 
themselves. 

It might be anticipated, that, in order to be in harmony 
with all spiritual thbgs, the means by which the Christian 
is to ascertain the regenerate state of others would be pe- 
culiar, and not snch as man's natural judgment or desires 
would dictate. We should expect, also, that according to 
the superiority and perfection of spiritnal things, these 
means would be superior to any we should choose, and also 
perfectly suited to the necessities of the case. We have 
seen that this is true in regard to the Christian's evidence 
of his own regeneration, and hence we might look for it 

It is not best that the Christian should be certified of 
the regeneration of others by the exercise of a natural 
judgment, or by the use of natural means, since he is not 
thus assured of his own regeneration. If he were assured 
of the regeneration of others by a natural judgment, and 
they by a spiritual, it would produce disharmony between 
them. A person would be most unhappily affected, to be 
told, upon his reception into a visible church, that its mem- 
bers had evidence of his having been born again, diverse 
from their own. His spiritnal nature could not appropri- 
ate so uncongenial and ill-suited an announcement ; and it 
would not at all comfort him, or nurture his Christian 
hope. 

Nor would it be useful to Christians themselves to be 
thns certified of the regenerate state of othera. Were 
they convinced of it by sight, or sense, or by the exercise 
of natural reason, it would mar the spiritual bond of sym- 
pathy between them, and impair the proper spirit of their 
mutual efforts for each other's spiritual advancement. It is 
natural for Christians to desire that the character of the 
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church of Christ should be comprehensible to the men of 
the world, and according to their judgment of what it 
ought to be, and in this way commend itself to their re- 
gard. But, so long as spiritual things are peculiar, and 
godliness is a mystery, this can never be. The followers 
of Christ win be of such a character as to convince 
the world of their superior nature, and cause them to 
stand in awe of it, while they shall be unable to compre- 
hend it. 

The purposes of the most perfect harmony, the most 
intimate love and sympathy among Christians, would seem 
to require that they should have toward each other a feel- 
ing, in respect to their being Christians, kindred to that 
which they have of themselves. They would then be 
upon a common level, and each one would be most favor- 
ably circumstanced to comfort and encourage his brethren. 
A little reflection will show that this is precisely the case. 
The Christian's certitude of his own regeneration is a mat- 
ter of faith and trust, and not of sight; and so is his cer- 
titude of the regenerate state of his fellow Christians. He 
feels respecting them as they feel respecting him, in this 
particular, and as all feel respecting themselves. 

The exhibition of this point requires that we should 
recall to mind the manner in which the Christian is certi- 
fied of his own regenerate state. We have seen that the 
primary and essentia! source of his evidence is a spiritual 
consciousness of his new spiritual existence, corresponding 
to his natural consciousness of a natural existence, and 
engrafted upon it. This consciousness of being a new 
creature, is a consciousness of union with Christ, — it being 
legitimate that if the heliever has been made one with 
Christ, he should be apprised of it through his conscious- 
ness. This is also equivalent to the witnessing of the 
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Spirit, of which Paul speaka. The Spirit, who makes us 
one with Christ, also creates within us a witness of the 
union. The secondary, collateral, and corroborative source 
of the believer's evidence, is that of reflection upon the 
peculiar phenomena of his inward and outward life, by 
which an inference is drawn, or judgment formed, corre- 
sponding with his consciousness, or the inward witness. 

The Christian's evidence of the regenerate state of oth- 
ers, is similar to their evidence of their own regenerate 
state. This originates where that does, and is corrobo- 
rated by the same means. The primary and essential 
source of it is an inward, spiritual consciousness of a union 
existing between us and them, and hence, of course, be- 
tween us both and Christ. The secondary, collateral, 
and corroborative source, is reflection upon the peculiar 
phenomena of their feelings and outward lives, by which 
a judgment is formed, or an inference drawn, harmonizing 
with the spiritual ci 

I of a union between our- 
md hence a feeling that they, 
with us, are new creatures in Jesus Christ, must not be 
misunderstood. It is no other than that peculiar, inde- 
scribable sympathy which one Christian has with another, 
inducing in the heart of each the irresistible conviction 
that the other is truly bom of God. It is a feeling which 
every true Christian is constantly experiencing, as he comes 
in contact with those who, like himself, have been bom of 
the Spirit, We speak now not of a judgment which one 
Christian forms respecting another, nor an inference derived 
from one's appearance and actions that be is a Christian, 
but of an undefined, indescribable, and irresistible sympa- 
thy, — a felt oneness of heart and soul, — with those who 
have been bom again, whose spiritual significance deserves 
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regard. Though it is peculiar, yet no Christian is in dan- 
ger of miataldng what the feeling is. It is one and the 
same, as possessed by the ignorant and the learned, by the 
old and the young, by all who are truly the redeemed of 
the Lord. It is spontaneous, independent of all reflection 
and reasoning, like the believer's consciousness of his own 
spiritual existence. And yet, like that, it is susceptible of 
being invigorated by exercise, and enfeebled from the want 
of it; and hence, in those who are most conversant with 
the Spirit's operations in the hearts of others, it has most 
positiveness and strength. 

The existence of such a spiritual instinct, or intuition, 
cannot be ignored. Nor do we speak of the opinion we 
form by comparing the feelings of others with our own, 
but of something within that, constituting its life-princi- 
ple, and holding to it the same relation that the inward 
spiritual consciousness of the Christian holds to the judg- 
ment he forma that he is a child of God. It is a witness 
which the Spirit induces within us, not on!j that we are 
one with Christ, but that we are one with the brethren, 
and they are one with us. The fa«t that it manifestly ex- 
ists to so great an extent, and that in multitudes of cases 
its intimations are reliable, indicates that it is not a rare 
endowment, but a common gift of God, connected with the 
new creation, more or less developed according to cultiva- 
tion and other circumstances. 

If, moreover, the existence of this spiritual instinct can- 
not be ignored, it must be esteemed. If it is a fi-uit of the 
Spirit, it is given for an important end, and deserves to be 
cultivated and developed. 

But we are not left to conjecture, nor merely to the 
teachings of existing phenomena. That such a spiritual 
apprehension of the regenerate state of others exists, is to 
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be drawn from tho inatructions of the Bible. Our Saviour 
teaches that bia disciples are as truly one with each other, 
as they are with him, and be with God. "That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us ; that they may be one even as 
we are one : I in them and thou in ine, that they may be 
m.ade perfect in one." If we believe in the unity of the 
three persons in the Godhead, we must also in that of the 
many persons in the body of Christ. Since, therefore, 
Christ's disciples are conscious of being one with him, why 
not also of being one with each other, and so perceive 
each other's union with Jesus Christ? The phenomena 
which exist accord with this supposition. That peculiar 
bond of sympathy, which Paul calls the " unity of the 
Spirit," among the members of the body of Christ, can be 
accounted for in no other way. 

The church of Christ is not merely a social body, com- 
posed of distinct individuals, held together by rules ami 
covenants. Those are not the basis of the tie that binds 
in one the people of God. This lies beneath and within 
them all. They are the outward expression of this inward 
love. The "unity of the Spirit" indicates a deeper and 
more vital bond than that of union or association. It de- 
notes a oneness. The followers of Christ, in bis visible 
church, are not simply agreed to dwell together, but are 
one in heart and soul : the separate individuals are merged 
together, constituting not a harmonious union, but an ab- 
solute unity, like the chemical union of several bodies in 
distinction from the mechanical mixture, where they are 
not simply mingled together, but are merged into one new 
body, distinct and indissoluble. 

It may be objected that this doctrine conflicts with 
another which has been Idd down, derived from the 
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Scripture. It has been stated that the Bible represents 
the new man as an engrailment of the old, the spiiitual 
faculties of the one being set in the corresponding facul- 
ties of the other ; while here, it will be said, is a faculty 
in the new man having no correspondence in the old — a 
spiritual graft not set in a natural stock. This objection, 
however, is only apparent. Mankind have the natural 
faculty of recognizing each other as possessing spirits kin- 
dred to their own. The Creator has placed in our hearts 
a responsive feeling, which tells us that others are moral 
and intelligent beings like oureelves. It is not an exercise 
of judgment, but an instinct of nature. In some instances 
this is particuJ.arly manifest. An utter stranger creates a 
response which tells us that he has a heart and soul pre- 
eminently like our own. 

But this natural faculty in man — this loving response 
of heart to heart— -is imperfect, lying among the univer- 
sal ruins of the fall. In the apostasy, the bands of love 
were not «nly broken between man and God, but also 
between man and man. But for the fall, peifect unity 
■would always have existed, not only between God and his 
creatures, in whom they would have lived, and moved, 
and bad their being, in the happiest sense, but also among 
bis creatures themselves. Having all been made in the 
image of God, and living and moving in biro, they must 
have been of one heart and one soul, preserving the 
original " unity of the race " in its best and highest sense. 

Now, this unity is broken. It is broken between man 
and man, as well as between man and his Maker, Hardly 
enough of tbe original, loving response remains to indi- 
cate what man was designed to be, and always would have 
been, but for sin. This noble faculty is scarcely recog- 
nized amid the universal ruin. Now and then we see it^ 
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Struggling to reinstate itself which it is able to do only in 
an imperfect manner, and for a most uncertain period. 
That responsive love, often discovered even between maa 
and his nearest kindred, while it continues, is exceedingly 
imperfect, and ia liable at any moment to suffer a sad and 
iinal rupture. The strongest love and mutual attraction 
are often suddenly changed to the bitterest hate and 
mutual repulsion. 

Upon this natural, fallen faculty is engrafted the spir- 
itual stock. Tlie original unity of the race, which was lost 
in Adam, was restored in Christ. "That they ali may be 
made perfect in one. As thou. Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us." That loving re- 
sponse which one Christian feels toward another, is the 
restoration of the feeling which God ordained should 
always exist between man and man. 

Its dictates constitute the primary and essential source 
of the Christian's evidence of the regenerate state of 
others, as their consciousness of being one with Christ 
constitutes the primary source of the evidence of their 
own regeneration. It lias been shown that no reasoning 
or inferential process, however conclusive, without this 
living consciousness, would he adequate to the Christian's 
wants; and also that this inward witness is adequate to 
sustain him, despite the contrary conclusions to which he 
might otherwise be brought. So, also, is no inferential or 
reasoning process able to satisfy the Christian of the re- 
generate state of others, without the existence of this 
inward sympathy. They may live such lives, and perform 
such outward acts, as would be becoming the Christian 
character; but if this sj-mpathy is wanting, they produce 
no spiritual satisfaction that they are born of God. And, 
moreover, if such a feeling does exist, there may be much 
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wanting in the outward life that is desirahle ; but it shall 
not destroy the conviction that they are, notwithstanding, 
the redeemed of the Lord. This inward feeling is not 
easily overcome. We say of &uch persons that we cannot 
help feeling they ai-e Chiietians, though imperfect. 

The conditions in which this response is awakened, are 
such as are rendered necessary by the twofold chai-acter 
of man, which is both spiritual and corporeal. The fii-st 
condition is, that both parties should be in a truly regen- 
erate state, and that one of comparati^ e healthiness. The 
second is, the personal presence of the parties. The com- 
munion of the spirits of men with each othet, is not inde- 
pendent of this physical condition, as is the communion 
of man's spirit with the Spirit of God. Another condition 
is, the opening of the natural channek of communication 
between the hearts of men in conveieation upon spiritual 
things, to a greater or less extent. 

This is a matter familiar to every Christian who has any 
considerable acquaintance with religious things. How 
often does the briefest interview with a young believer 
produce an irresistible conviction that he is bom of God 1 
If the Christian is asked for the grounds of this convio- 
tion, he is embarrassed, as are many when asked for the 
reason of their hope in Christ. He believes there are 
reasons, but he has not thought to define them. Yet the 
conviction is not, on that account, at all impaired, — show- 
ing that it does not arise from the exercise of the judg- 
ment or reason, but is spontaneous. Nor is this conviction 
grounded upon others' belief that they arc Christians. It 
often exists in regard to those who have no hope them- 
selves, and often does not exist when they cherish hope. 

All this indicates that the true Christian has a capa- 
bility, to a greater or less extent, of perceiving the spir- 
27 
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itnal state of others — that there is a reflection in his own 
heart of the image of Christ in the hearts of others. This 
feeling is' as well-clefined and conMenl as the responsi- 
bilities he is obliged to assume in regard to othei-s require, 
and yet is not of sueh a nature as to preclude a felt neces- 
fiity of praying and laboring for them that their faith fail 
not. He feels, with respect to them, aa with respect to 
himself. 

It may be said that we have this responsive feeling 
toward those who pro\e not to be Christians, and hence 
it deceives, and is not reUiblo To this we answer, that it 
is not the genuine response, but a counterfeit of it, that 
deceives. The false Chnstnn ne\ or awakens the true rc- 
gponse. That is a fuiit of the Spirit, uniting two hearts 
in one, and cannot exist where the union has not taken 
place. Tlie mere belief that another ia a Christian, excites 
a pleasure and an outgoing of interest towai-d him, which 
may be mistaken for spiritual sympathy; bnt the intima- 
tions of the genuine response are reliable, like the Chris- 
tian's ■ spiritual consciousness of his own regeneration, 
while both may have their counterfeits. When it is said 
that this response is excited by those whose lives prove 
them not to be Christians, it must be borne in mind that 
the lives of regenerate persons may be very imperfect; and 
the question will be, whether the testimony of their feel- 
ings or their lives shall prevail, since we may err either 
in deciding that we have this witness, or in deciding that 
others cannot be Christiana from the imperfections of their 

It will be objected, that we lose this witness for others, 
when their lives become such as to excite distrust. This 
is not strange. This feeling does not exist toward un- 
doubted Christians at all times alike, and sometimes not 
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at all. They may fall into an unspiiitual frame, which 
shall fail to excite it. If the real feeliog ever existed, it is 
evidence that they are born again. 

The fact that this responsive feeling has its counterfeits, 
■which are liable to deceive, does not invalidate this source 
of evidence. All evidences have their counteifeita. The 
false Christian has a feeling which he regards as a witness 
of the Spirit. But this should not cause us to distrust the 
tme witness. It only renders it important to discriminate. 
If we could always be certain that this response is genu- 
'ine, it would he infallible evidence, which is not claimed. 

It also renders it important that this kind of evidence 
should be cultivated. Exercise and cultivation give it 
definiteness and positiveness, and diminish the liability 
of mistalte, as with the consciousness of one's own regen- 
eration. 

It is said that this is a mere feeling, and feelings cannot 
be trusted. Nor are our judgments to be trusted. They 
are as thoroughly perverted as our feelings. Faith is more 
an exercise of feeling than of judgment; but shall it not 
he trusted ? The intimations of our feelings are as reliable 
as our judgments, if we can only determine that they are 
genuine. 

It may be said, also, that much depends on the spiiitual 
state of the Christian, in regard to his gaining this evi- 
dence of others. So it does in i-egard to bis gaining evi- 
dence of himself. He must be in a somewhat healthy 
state to gain evidence of either. Unless he is so, he has 
no light to judge, especially of others. The question may 
arise. Do Christians who are in a healthy state have this 
responsive feeling toward all others, provided the condi- 
tions for awakening it duly exist? As a general rule, it 
must be so. But there are many obstructions to the exer- 
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cise of all spiritual feelings ; and this ■will be modified ac- 
cording to existing circumstances. Personal prejndice 
may suppress or prevent, and the natural judgment or 
some selfish motive may interrupt it. Or, the person 
respecting whom the feeling is esercised may he in an 
unhealthy state, and exhibit mental phenomena which 
may confuse it. 

The rule will be, that if the parties are favorably con- 
ditioned, and no causes arise to prevent, the response will 
exist on the part of every Christian toward every other. 
The injuries to which it is exposed ai-e only such as are 
incident to every Christian grace. 

But it is not easy to determine whether the necessary 
conditions are fulfilled. We may not recognize our pre- 
judices, or other mental states. How, then, shall we know 
■whether we are in possession of this responsive conscious- 
ness which is of so important service ? This is a feature 
of the regenerate character to be known by its peculiar- 
ities, which are similar to the believer's consciousness of 
his own regeneration, modified only by the fact that the 
feeling pertains to another and not to himself. 

One of the peculiarities of this responsive consciousness 
is its indescribaUeness. We have the same diifieulty in 
describing onv conviction of the regenerate state of othei-s, 
that we do of our own. Our consciousness of being one 
with Christ's disciples is similar to that of being one 
■with him. A description of it always fails. 

Another peculiarity is its spontaneity. We are con- 
scious that it does not arise from our desire that others 
may be Christians, or from our efforts for them, or from 
our desire to feel that they are such. These causes may 
combine to produce a counterfeit of this spiritual convic- 
tion, bnt not the genuine. This arises of itself and sus- 
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tains itself in every variety of circumstance, favorable 
and unfavorable. 

Another peculiarity is its convincing and satisfying 
nature. The response awakened by the falsely regen- 
erate state is more a feeling of hope than of conviction. 
The Christian tries to feel satisfied. His judgment may 
be that the person is a Christian ; and, though he does not 
feel precisely ae he would like, yet he is inclined to be 
charitable and hope for the best. But, where the genuine 
feeling exists, the Christian has a peculiar satisfaction and 
an irresistible conviction. He has no occasion to be char- 
itable. The false I'esponse has the form, but not the power 
of the true. The conviction is an ordinary one, destitute 
of unction. There is no repugnance toward the individ- 
ual, but simply an absence of that peculiar satisfaction 
which is sometimes enjoyed. An interest is felt, but not 
that loving sympathy which unites pious hearts. The 
Christian has a disposition to excuse this deficiency in his 
feelings. He hopes that at another time it would be de- 
veloped more fully; or that, as the individual advances, 
his feelings will become more satisfactory. He thinks, 
perhaps, that it arises from the pei-son's ignorance, or hia 
pi'evious habits or associations, or from his not knowing 
how to express bis feelings. But the genuine conviction 
needs no apologies. The satisfaction is complete, the con- 
viction strong. It is not necessary to call in circumstances 
to their aid. This is the character of the response, though 
it may be, in this particular, both embarrassed and coun- 
terfeited. 

Finally, this responsive consciousness partakes of that 
modesty of expression which is peculiar to one's conscious- 
ness of his own regeneration. Our conviction of the re- 
generate state of others does not express itself in naked 
27* 
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and nnqualified terms, as we speak of any matter of fact. 
If the Christian is asked whether another is a Christian, 
he answers that he thinks he is ; or, he thinks he gives evi- 
dence of being such ; or, he trusts he is so. He speaks thus 
modestly not because he has doubt. His conviction may 
be the strongest possible, and yet his language will be the 
same. His evidence of othere' regeneration is similar to 
his evidence of his own ; and his expression denotes that 
he apprehends it not as a matter of fact, but as a myste- 
rious life in the soul, of which it is becoming to speak only 
in modest and reverential terms. 

The responsive witness of which we have spoken, is only 
the primary source of onr evidence of the regenerate state 
of others. The secondary, collateral, and corroborative 
source, and that which, practically, is perhaps the most 
available, is reflection npon the phenomena of their feel- 
ings and lives, by which a judgment is formed in hai'mony 
with the inward witness. These two sources are necessary 
to each other. The exercise of reflection and judgment 
constitutes the body of the evidence, which is vitalized by 
the spiritual sense. The latter directs the former, while 
the former protects and invigorates the latter, Exami- 
nation of the phenomena, through the natural channels of 
communication, awakens the inward witness, while the 
witness discovers the proper temper and spirit of the phe- 
nomena. The natural judgment and the spiritual sense 
mingle with and penetrate each other, and thus form a 
spiritual judgment. 

The query may arise, whether the object of hearing and 
examining experiences is not simply to compare them with 
our own, and thus judge of their genuineness ; and, also, 
whether the responsive feeling is not merely the natural 
gratiflcation of discovering a similarity between our own 
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exercises and those of othei-s. So far as the juilgment is 
conceraed, the object of examining experiences is to coni- 
pare them with our standard. If the Christian has no 
other knowledge of spirituiil exercises than what his own 
experience furnishes, then that will be hia standard. But 
he can safely adopt this only so far as its essential spirit is 
concerned, and the order which its principal exercises nat- 
urally assume. If any Christian regards all his incidental 
exercises, in their order and apparent strength, as the 
proper standard, then it will be erroneous. Such a stand- 
ard is formed only by a comparison of our own experience 
with the word of God, and the largest possible number of 
experiences. From all these an ideal standard will be 
derived, containing only the essential eiercisei, in their 
neeessai-y order. 

In reply to the query, whether what wo call the respon- 
sive sense is anything more than the natural gratification 
attendant npon discovering that another has evjierienced 
]ike feelings with ourselves, we remark, that the rela- 
tion which the Bible teaches Christians sustain to each 
other, involves something more vital than this. And, 
moreover, the feeling often exists, independently of a com- 
parison of exercises, where there exists only a general 
acquaintance. The fact that it is natural to bo drawn 
towards another, upon discovering iu him like e'vei'ciees 
with our own, is not an argument against, but rather in 
favor of, the spiritual response. This is the natural stock 
which receives the spiritual graft. If it be admitted that 
we have a faculty of perceiving and appreciating each 
other's natural, why not also each other's spiritual feel- 
ings? This faculty maybe called merely sym])athy, or a 
perception, or a witness. Whatever it is naturally, it is 
the siime spiritually. 
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We have said, also, that, comhined with this perception 
of the spiritual feolinga of otliers, we exercise a judgment 
as to whether they constitute a genuine work of grace. 
That we have the faculty, not only of perceiving the feel- 
ings of others naturally, but also of forming opinions in 
regard to them, admits of no question. And if it be so 
naturally, why not spiritually? The natural faculty may 
be very imperfect, having shared in the general ruin of the 
f^ill ; but, if such a faculty exists, it is sufficient to receive 
tbe spiritual graft. How far God ordained that his moral 
creatures on earth should be able to perceive, understand, 
and sympathize with the feelings of each other, we are 
not able to say. Th f t th t th y 1 this ability, to 

some estent, in the f 11 t t d t ve that, had 

man not fallen, it wo Id h b n !y f not entirely 
perfect. At all event t rt n t) t what in this 

respect is lost in Ad m 1 1 t b restored in 

Christ. 

This perception and sympathy combine to form, as has 
been intimated, those peculiar and superior bonds of love 
which exist among the members of the church of Christ on 
earth. We cannot conceive bow that superior love for 
each other, to which so much importance is attached in 
the Scriptures, can exist among them, except by virtue of 
a spiritual oneness, perceived and felt. The members 
might be more happy in themselves, because united to 
Christ. But if their love towardeach other ia grounded 
simply upon their belief that they have been born again, 
then there would be no stronger bonds of love among 
them than among the members of any other body who 
confidently believe the same, though without any real 
ground. 

Thi.% doubtless, constitutes also one of the sources of 
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the superior happiness of heaven. Its inhabitants are not 
only happy in themselves, but they most eminently love 
each other, which constitutes heaven » happy place. The 
ground of this superior love must be a supei'ior spiritual 
perception of each other's holiness and blessedness. And 
the real church of Christ on earth has all the elemen- 
tal principles necessary for becoming like the church in 

In this spiritual perception of the regeneration of others, 
there is nothing more mystical than in the natural faculty 
men have for obtaining a knowledge of the minds and 
hearts of other men. It is a spiritual engraftment or sanc- 
tiflcation of this, which is designed to be sanctified and 
ma^e to serve a spiritual end, as much as any one of 
man's natural powera. Nor can we conceive of a complete 
Ban ctifi cation of the natural man without it. This natural 
capability is essential to the constitution of human society, 
and its elevation into the spiritual realm is essential to the 
constitution of the Christian church and of the society of 
heaven. 

It is conceded that great imperfection will be attendant 
upon this spiritual judgment, as it is upon the natural 
judgment. The injury which this faculty has sustained by 
the fall, is hut partialis/ repaired in Christ. Yet it is capa- 
ble of being improved to an indefinite extent, and is des- 
tined to be wholly restoi-ed when man shall be completely 
recovered from the effects of sin. This is a point of great 
importance, and sadly neglected. It is taken for granted, 
that because our capability 'of apprehending and judging 
of the spiritual state of othera is very imperfect, therefore 
it is not capable of being at all increased. This is an 
essenti;il error, and is attended with decisive injury to 
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Christian usefulness. All spiritual attainments, in this 
world, are imperfect, aod made with difficulty. Yet this 
only argues that they should be sought with greater ear- 
nestness. One reason why all the Christian erices are so 
imperfect, is because they are so little cultivated inl this 
is especially the case with the one of which we speak If 
Christians have the ability to discern the spiritual itate of 
other men to any extent, and so of almimstenug proper 
eneouragoracnt and caution, it is incumbent upon them 
to improve the faculty to the utmost. 

In this respect there are devolved upon Christians, and 
especially upon Christian ministers, responsibilities most 
delicate and solemn. How can they instruct or counsel 
others in regard to the exercises of their minds, unless 
they can perceive what these exercises are? How can 
Christian niiiiisters fulfil their high commission as spiritual 
guides of their fellow-men, unless tliey seek to acquire the 
utmost possible facility and correctness in apprehending 
their spiritual condition? The merchant cultivates the 
faculty of discerning, at sight, the character and mental 
states of the men with whom he deals ; and why should not 
the Christian minister do the same in the spiiitual do- 
main? To point inquiring souls to Jesus Christ, is the 
most delicate and sacred work ever entrusted to nioital 
bauds. No man has a ligLt to touch it with one of bis 
fingers, without availing himself of all possible qualifica- 
tions. The slightest bias given to an anxious sinner in 
the wrong direction, when nearing the crisis of his exer- 
cises, may be instrumental in sealing hie lost condition, 
This bias may be given by encouraging or discouraging, 
by speaking or by silence, by urging or neglecting to 
ut^e. Treatment must be adjusted with the utmost spir- 
itual wisdom. He who applies Scripture doctrines, re- 
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proofs, counsels, threatenings, and promises indiscrimi- 
nately to inquiring minds, without seeking to know the 
precise need in which they stand, is as recreant to his 
trust as a physician who should prescribe to patients the 
most powerful remedies, without seeking to know the state 
of their diseases. 

Similar responsibilities rest upon committees and mem- 
bers of churches in regard to candidates, and upon teach- 
era and parents in regard to their pupils and children. 
And no one has a i-ight to neglect to qualify himself to 
discharge the responsibilities which God has put upon 
him. 

How, then, is this faculty of spiritual judgment to be 
improved ? Man's natural faculty of ])erceiving the men- 
tal states of others is improved by cultivation, and the 
spiritual must be improved by similar means. The Chris- 
tian's consciousness of his union with Christ becomes strong 
by exercise; and bo does his consciousness of his oneness 
■with the brethren. Both are at the first ardent, but be- 
come steady and reliable by use. 

Sometimes it is said that the ability of Cliristians to 
judge of others depends upon their natural perception of 
character, and their acquaintance with mankind at lai^e, 
— the manners and habits of men in thinking and acting 
in all the various relations of life. The natnral faculty for 
discerning the characters of men, improved by acquain- 
tance with mankind, subserves acquaintance with them 
spiritually. Upon this natural faculty the spiritual is en- 
grafted. But tiie natnral, however much it may have 
been improved, will of itself never qualify the Christian 
for forming a spiritual judgment. This constitutes alto- 
gether another realm of knowledge. To obtain facility in 
spiritual discernment, the Christian should bo acquainted 
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with the working of the human mind in every variety 
of natural circunastanccs. He should be able to discern 
its hidden sprrngs and secret motives. But not this alone. 
Acquaintance with the habits of mankind, and skill in dis- 
covering their motives, in one sphere of secular enterprise, 
do not necessarily secure it in another. A skilful gen- 
eral would not necessarily be a skilful merchant. So it 
is, more emphatically, in spiritual things. Because a 
Christian man has skill in detecting the motives of men 
in trade, it does not follow that he would be skilful also 
in detecting their motives in religion. The mind here is 
brought into new relations, and under new bearings ; and 
its tactics will be unlike these in every other sphere. 
Christians must be acquainted with the workings of the 
minds of men when nuder the influence of the Spirit. But 
since the Spirit operates upon men in every variety of con- 
dition, a knowledge of mental phenomena in these various 
conditions will facilitate the spiritual end by preventing 
too much or too little influence from being ascribed to 
mere circumstances, habits, education, or association. 

The requisite mental qualiflcations for exercising a spir- 
itual judgment respecting othera, are, first, the natural 
endowment of ordinary intellectual and moral perception ; 
and secondly, personal piety, or spirituality. The natural 
endowments are requisite as the receptacles of the spir- 
itual, but without the spiritual Ihey are nothing. 

And not only is spirituality necessary, but also a culti- 
vated spiritual perception. The former is necessary to the 
latter, but the latter is not necessarily the fruit of the for- 
mer. A person may be very pious, and yet not be a good 
judge of the piety of others ; as a person may be veiy 
moral, and have little facility in discovering the motives 
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Some will say that but few can attain facility in discov- 
ering tlie spiritual state of otiiei-s. It must be expected 
tliat there will be every conceivable variety of attainment 
here, as in every other department of knowledge. No two 
persons possess, either naturally or spiritualiy, the same 
capabilities. God endows some for one service, and others 
for another. " There are diversities of gifts." While God 
endows some for giving impulse to this work, he endows 
others for discriminating between the true and the false ; 
and so of effecting its greater purity. But he docs this ac- 
cording to the constitutional laws of the mind. Though 
spiritual attainments in this direction, as well as in others, 
are made with greater facility by some, yet they are not 
made by any without diligent use of means, and earnest 
cultivation of the faculties God has given. Nor has he 
withheld from any the means requisite for m.aking some 
attainment in this, as in every other necessary direction ; 
and when the moans have been faithfully improved on the 
part of all, every degree of facility and correctness will 
exist, except perfection. Every one will be prepared for 
the responsibilities God has laid upon him. Some will 
possess great facility and correctness of judgment, some 
less, and some the least possible. And hence, after all has 
been done that can be done, the churches of Christ will be 
composed in part of unrcgenerate materials, yet to a far 
less extent than at present; while multitudes of souls will 
be saved from an eternal disappointment at the judgment- 
day, and the purposes of God, by human instrumentality, 
be duly accomplished. 
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SUMMAET. 

There aro certain principles involved in the foregoing, 
which we sliall enunciate horej as important guides to 
forming a judgment in regard to the regenerate state of 
other persons. 

1. It must be remembered that all depends upon the 
temper of the heart, as to whether a man has been born 
again. " With the heart man believeth unto righteousness." 
Intellectual views are nothing, except as they indicate the 
state of the heart. The views may be right, while the 
heart is wrong. The heart may be right, while many of 
the views are wrong. The views in regard to many doc- 
trines, and the way of salvation, may be indistinct, while 
the temper of the heait is true. A child may not have dis- 
tinctly defined it in his mind that Christ is the grand agent 
in his salvation, and yet be truly bom again. He may bo 
thoroughly convinced that there is a way in which he can 
be forgiven and justified, if he repents, without clearly 
nnderstanding that Christ is the way. His heart may be 
broken on account of sin, and he receive forgiveness through 
Christ, without recognizing the medium. Or there may be 
an understanding that salvation must be through Christ, 
and yet no change of the heart. 

This is a point of the utmost importance. It ia too 
often supposed that clear intellectual views involve a 
change of heart, and that a change of heart involves clear- 
ness of intellectual views. Just here is most liable to exist 
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either a false charity or a want of charity. The nltimate 
aim must be to ascertain the exact frame of the feelings. 
If these are right, the views will ore long harmonize. 

In no particular is greater error committed thun in this. 
Head-conversion is taken for heart- con version. Many 
Christians and Christian ministers are thorough in doc- 
trinal teaching, but fail in determining the compliance of 
others with their instructions. They do not discriminate 
between intellectual views and the temper of the feelings. 
More false conversioDS, probably, are received by the 
churches through this error than any other. 

The prevailing temper of heart to be sought for as evi- 
dence of regeneration, are mingled feelings of self-distrust, 
unworthiness, timidity, humility, fear of self-deception ; fear 
lest the work of grace is not thorough, lest Christ is not 
loved as he should be; feeling that one's faith is weak; 
that prayer is not enjoyed as it should be; that the life ia 
not what it ought to be; — all mingled with a desire for 
greater attainments in these respects. These are to be 
sought, not as being the best and most healthy states of 
mind, but as feelings indicating a regenerate state least 
liable to be mistaken. These mingled feelings produce a 
general frame which is quite easy to bo recognized, and 
which exists, to a greater or less extent, in every regen- 
erate pei-son, but is moi-e especially prominent in young 
Christians. Great happiness, confidence, strong hope, and 
professed love for Christ, though equally desirable states, 
are more liable to have their counterfeits than the frame 
of which we speat. 

2. Eeliance cannot be placed upon the individual's honest 
view and account of his own feelings. It must not be sup- 
posed that a person necessarily feels as he thinks he does. 
If it were so, self-deception would be impossible. A man's 
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views of himself must be taken, not as a criterion of Iiia 
true condition, but only as symptoms. If he is still nnen- 
Jigbtened by the Holy Spirit, he does not understand his 
ti-ue condition. It ia no more appropriate to take the 
sinner's word that he has repented of sin and is forgiven, 
that he loves Christ and is really happy, or that he Is not 
BO, than it is for a physician to take his patient's word that 
he ia better or worae. The principle that guides the phy- 
sician is, that the patient ia diseased, and while so he is 
not a competent judge of himself. He obtains the patient's 
opinion only to aid in forming his own. Oftentimes be 
takes the patient's opinion that he is better, as a symptom 
that he is worse, and his opinion that he ia worse, as a 
symptom that ho is better. He treats his opinions and 
feelings about himself as be does the state of the pulse, 
of the skin, or the expression of the eye. 

In this manner must the Christian form bis judgment in 
regard to the regenerate state of others. Men are naturally, 
in a spiritual sense, patients, suifering under the effects 
of sin, which disqualify them to be judges of their own 
condition. When tlie patient is restored to perfect health, 
lie knows it. Like the woman healed of the bloody issue, 
he feels the glow of health in all his frame. Ho does not 
need a physician to tell him he is well. But while he is 
sick his opinion is of little worth. So it is in spiritual 
things. When tho sin-sick soul is brought into a state of 
spiritual health, he feels in himself that he is welJ, He 
does not need to be told it. But while he is sick his 
opinion is of little vahie. His moral perception, his reason 
and judgment, are so impaired that they cannot be trusted. 
He who is appointed to guide the sin-sick soul to Christ, 
must examine his symptoms in connection with his opinion 
of himself, and form an independent judgment. 
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3. In forming a judgment in regard to the regenerate 
state of others, it must be borne in mind that man natu- 
rally possesses capabilities of wonderful religious develop- 
ment, and that he is surrounded on every hand by influ- 
ences wbose direct tendency is to develop his religious 
auscoptihilities, and that, too, in the form of a gracious 
work. The fact, therefore, that a man is awakened re- 
ligiously, to a very great extent, and in the proper form, 
must not be taken as evidence that be is bom again. 
The question must be whether he has been awakened 
by the Holy Spirit, or by other causes, which have no 
power to change the heart. 

4. Again : it must be borne in mind, that if a counter- 
feit of a work of grace exist, it will be likely to have a 
close resemblance to a work that is genuine. A counter- 
feit is an imitation of the genuine, calculated to deceive. 
It must not be expected that every one who is bom again 
will have hope, and that eveiy one who has hope is bom 
again. Our evidence of others is not necessarily coinci- 
dent with their evidence of themselves. It is too common 
to regard others as being Christians only aa they regard 
themselves so; whereas, young Christians often give the 
best evidence to others, when they have none themselves. 

5. Another point is, that all persons are either regen- 
erate or unregenerate, whatever they profess ; or, in other 
words, if they profess to be Christians, all their exercises 
may be explained upon the supposition that they have 
experienced a true or a false conversion. Their characters 
are unique. Every feature of one's exercises ought to be 
so well understood that it can be classed with those of the 
renewed or the unrenewed heart, before a final judgment 
in regard to them is formed. Sometimes it is said that 
farther instruction will make the person's case more clear. 

28* 
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But, if ^11 depends apoii the temper of the heart, instruc- 
tion wil( not improve the condition, since it does not change 
the heart. Sometimes it is hoped that the individual will 
become clearer as he advances. Bnt no advancement can 
produce this effect, if one hag not been born again. 

6. Care must be taken that the judgment is not biased 
by circumstances, ^ by the age, or intelligence, or upright 
character, or naturally honest or dishonest appearance of 
the person. Both too much and too little allowance is 
liable to bo made for these things. No inference can be 
drawn fi-om mere circumstances, as to whether one is truly 
converted. Nor is there in these any guarantee against 
self-deception. The mature, sound-minded, moral, and re- 
ligiously educated, are as much exposed to it as the young, 
the ignorant, and the wicked. 

7. No reliance can be placed upon the fluency, or want 
of fluency, of an individual in the relation of his experi- 
ence. If a person has been truly bom again, it does not 
necessarily follow that he will be able to espi-ess himself 
freely in regard to it ; and because he speaks freely, it does 
not necessarily follow that he is born ag^n. Fluency, or 
want of fluency, will depend upon the time or place, age, 
or disposition, or education of the person, but not upon 
the question whether he is a new creature. 

8. A natural judgment must not take the place of the 
spiritual. Due deference must be paid to the spiritual 
sense. The inward sympathy must pervade the exercise 
of the judgment and reason. The tendency is strong to 
judge of persons as being Christians in a natural way, 
according as they appear so to the world, to the neglect of 
the fact that tlie regenerate character is peculiar and inex- 
plicable to natural men. Caution must be exercised, also, 
against an abuse of the spiritual sense. The impulses of 
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Christians must not be relied upon witliout careful exer- 
cise of the judgment. Both the neglect and the abuse of 
the spiritual sense are equally fatal en-ors. ?Beoause it is 
abused by some, it should not be neglected by others; nor 
because it is neglected by sonae, should it be abused by 
others. Spiritual phenomena must be apprehended, and 
then i-eflected upon in a natural manner, acuonling to the 
laws of the Spirit's operation. 

9, In the crisis of a gracious work, a brief apaee must 
bo sought for, in which the person does not recognize the 
change he is undergoing. Such a space must occur in the 
exercises, whether it can bo discovered or not. The turn- 
ing-point in conversion must not be assigned to a period 
in which the individual has a full sense of what he is 
experiencing, 

10. Finally: it is of the utmost importance, in judging 
of an experience, to remember that God's Spirit is the 
sovereign agent of conversion, but that his sovereignty is 
unobservable, in consequence of its perfect harmony with 
man's free moral agency. He acts in perfect accordance 
with the laws of mind and the use of means. Suitable 
means are to be employed with the same diligence, as if the 
Spirit were not connected with the work; and the same 
dependence upon the Spirit is to be recognized, aa if means 
were not needed. 



We shall next present some suggestions as to the prac- 
tical application of these principles. 

First, we remark, that a perfectly spontaneous expression 
of the person's feelings must be sought. No outward eir- 
cumstaucea must be allowed to influence. If the expres- 
sion is drawn forth by interrogations, they must not be of 
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the natare of leading questions, but sucli, if possible, as the 
person can answer only as his feelings dictate. 

If the expression is spontaneous, it must be taken as in- 
dicating the true state of the heart, whether favorable or 
otherwise. If the expression is modified upon the dis- 
covery that it is unfavorable, it denotes a hypocritical state 
of heart. 

Again : such questions should be employed as will lead 
to the expression of the individual's feelings, and not his 
views. The views are to be ascertained only as indexes 
of the feelings. But these must not be exclusively relied 
opon, since they may or may not indicate them. 

Again : to form a just judgment of a Christian experi- 
ence, especially if it is of long standing, disc nmi nation 
must be exercised as to whether the person is relating 
his experience as he conceived it to be at the time it 
occun-ed, or whether he ia relating his present views of 
it. An individual's view of his exercises at the time they 
occurred, constitutes a part of hia experience, which is 
important to be ascertained. His present views are only 
remote signs of what his origmil exercises were. Nor 
must they be taken as an actual representation of those. 
This would be equivalent simply to taking one's word 
whethei he hia been conceited The false Christian's 
view of hi« onginil exerdses are too favorable, while 
those of niiny true Chrihtnns ire too unfavorable. 

It must be remembeied, finilly, that the object of re- 
lating an e\perience is not to describe the experience 
itself but only to present the incidental exercises which 
denote it The expeiience itsel} is indescribable. 

For the convenience of those who have occasion to 
examine the expenences of others, the following sum- 
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mary of test-questions is submitted, as growing out of the 
previous diacussioo. 

Conviction of sin. — This is the first feature in tlie 
natural order of Christian experience to be asoortained. 
Genuine conviction is likely to find expression in a volun- 
tary account of one's exercises. If it is entirely wanting, 
the symptom is unfavorable. If the relation generally 
is suppressed, and this feature only equally with the rest, 
it is not nnfavorable. If conversion took place in early 
childhood, convictions are not likely to be represented 
as very deep and strong. The statement that the person 
felt he was a gi-eat sinner, is not conclusive evidence that 
he was truly convicted. It must be ascertained why he 
felt so, — whether he thought he was very wicked, or 
only meant that he had very proper convictions. Were 
the convictions of a general nature, or confined to par- 
ticular sins? If there was great distress, was it on ac- 
count of some aifliction or disappointment, or source of 
alarm, or on account of the person's, view of his corrupt 
and guilty nature? Was the distress of a growing char- 
acter, feeble in the beginning, and increasing until it sud- 
denly passed away ? Was there not only a view of sin, 
but also deep grief on account of it ? Or was thei'e grie^ 
or a burden or distress, for which no cause could be as- 
certained, unless it wei'e an indistinct sense of sin, as in 
case of a child ? 

Memoval of convictions. — Did this take place when the 
person was seeking it and expecting it, or to his surprise? 
Did he rejoice at once that his burden was removed; or 
was he alai-med lest he had lost his convictions, and gone 
back ? Or was he in a state of indifierence or quiet, and 
then distress, lest that quiet was hardness of heart? Was 
this state soon followed by enjoyment of prayer, views of 
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Christ, love and happiness? Did the person feel more 
and more encouraged, while under conviction, that he 
should soon be relieved ? Did he feel determined to per- 
severe, and seek more and more earnestly, believing he 
should soon find? Or did he have an Increasing feeling 
of discouragement, believing he was growing worse and 
worse, that his prospect of ever becoming a Christian 
was diminishing, — his discouragement being greatest just 
before relief? Does the person still have a sense of sin ? 
Does he feel more or less sinful than before he thought 
he became a Christian, or before he had any convictions? 
Has he ever had just such a sense of sin since, as when 
under conviction ? Though he may have had clearer and 
deeper views of sin, yet has he ever had that peculiar dis- 
tress which he then experienced? 

Mepentance. — Does the person feel that he has repented 
of all his sins? Does he speak as though he had delib- 
erately resolved to perform the work of repentance, and 
had done it accordingly ? Or docs he speak of the fact 
of having repented, with not much distinctness and posi- 
tiveness ; as if, while he hoped he had had repentance, he 
would not dare to say that he had repented of all his sins, 
but had need of a much deeper exercise of repentance ? 

Sense of forgiveness. — How does the inilividual con- 
ceive of foi^iveness ? Does he say, in definite and posi- 
tive terms, that he believes his sins have been all forgiven, 
as though he had received an announcement or a revelation 
of it through some passage of Scripture, or some sensible 
sign? Or does he speak of it as a matter of faith and 
trust? Did the individual suddenly and confidently con- 
ceive that his sins were forgiven, from some phenomena in 
his mental history? Or did his hope of forgiveness arise 
in the form of a feeble consciousness, for which he could 
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assign no definite cause? Was he conscious that his sins 
■were forgiven, at the time of forgiveness ? Or diil his sense 
of it arise in a gradual and imperceptible manner, so that 
he could not tell when he first began to cherish it? Does 
he feel that his sins have been ail forgiven, or does he 
speak of it in a modest, qualified, and reserved manner? 
Did his sense of foi-givenesa and peace with God occur 
when he was expecting it, and praying expressly for it; 
and does he think he underetands the causes which pro- 
duced it? Did he think he perceived beforehand what 
acts of his, the giving up of what points, or what resolu- 
tions made, would produce it ? Or was he brought to 
Christ at last, in a way that he knew not, after all his 
own conceptions of the manner in which he was to come 
utterly failed, and he found himself helpless, lost, and 
perishing ? 

Zoue for Christ. — Does the person freely and confi- 
dently declare that he loves Christ very much, as if he 
thought his love somewhat adequate to the demands of 
the case? Or does he express himself modestly and doubt- 
fully, fearing that he does not love him as he ought, and 
sometimes, that he does not love him at all? How does 
he view the goodness of God ? Does he speak of it aa if 
he thought God had been specially good to him on ac- 
count of his desert ? Is his gratitude mingled with self- 
complacence, on account of being thus distinguished above 
others? Or are his sense of God's goodness and his grati- 
tude mingled with hnmility and a sense of great unwor- 
thiness and ill-desert? Does he feel that it is a pleasant 
thing to be thus distinguished on account of God's favors, 
and receive them freely and with gratification ; or does ho 
regard it as solemn, and receive them with fear and trem- 
bling, lest he shall not fiilfil the obhgations thus imposed ? 
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Soppiness. — Does the indiviiiaal express himself as be- 
ing perfectly and uniformly happy ? Does he declare that 
he takes great pleasure in the duties of religion at all times ; 
or does he express himself hesitatingly, feeling that he does 
not have all the pleasure in religious things he ought to 
have, — that he does not probably have as much as other 
Christians? Is he at some times very unhappy? Does he 
occasionally have seasons of gloom and darkness, and of the 
hidings of Gtod's countenance, which cause him to mourn 
and grieve ? Did his happiness arise when he was expect- 
ing it, or when he was laboring or praying for it ? Or did 
it arise spontaneously, after his efforts to obtain it proved 
in vain ? Was he happy because he believed he had found 
the Saviour; or was it a happiness for which he could not 
assign the cause ? Did he begin to be happy before he 
thought he had become a Christian; or was it subsequent 
to that belief and the result of it ? 

If the individual has seasons of darkness and gloom, does 
he speak as if it were easy to rid himself of them, that 
they are removed at once by prayer? Or does he find it 
difficult to recover his happiness and peace with God? 
Does he say that he always knows how to obtain relief in 
his hour of darkness and gloom ; or when in these states, 
does every effort seem to fail him, and cause him to fear lest 
he shall never again realize the happiness he once enjoyed ? 
And when at last his happiness is restored, is it by the 
means which he believed would restore it, and at the time 
he was expecting it ; or was it restored spontaneously and 
imperceptibly, while ho waa absorbed in other exercises ? 

Enjoyment of prayer.— Doe^ the individual profess to 
enjoy prayer equally well at all times ? Or does he at 
some times enjoy it much better than at others ? When 
asked if he enjoys praying, does he answer with a naked. 
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nnqnalified affirmation ; or does he reply that he Joes enjoy 
it at times very much; or, he does not always enjoy it, or 
he does not enjoy it so mucli as he would like to? Does 
he profess that it always does him good to pray, and that 
God always heai-s his prayers ; or does be confess that at 
times he finds it a difficult task to pray — feels that it does 
him no good, and that God does not hear him? 

Faith. — Does the person feel that he has very strong 
f^th, or that his faith is weak compared with what it should 
be ? Does he speak of it confidently and freely, or in a 
modest, diatiTistful, and humble manner? Did his faith 
originate sensibly or imperceptibly? Did he obtain it by a 
direct effort made to produce it, and was he sensible that 
he was obtaining it ; or was his attention absorbed in the 
process of coming into a state of faith, so that he had but 
little to say of it ? 

Hope. — In what manner does the individual express his 
hope that he is a Christian ? Does he do it in unqualified, 
positive, and confident terms; or in partially suppi-essed and 
modest language ? Does he speak of his conversion in a 
business-like manner, or is it a matter of faith and trust? 
Does he never doubt that he is a Christian ; or does he at 
times greatly fear lost, after all, he shall come short ? In 
what manner did his hope originate? Did he obtain it 
by seeking for it, or when looking for it ; or did it spring 
lip spontaneously? Did he believe he had become a Chris- 
tian immediately when his convictions passed away, and he 
found peace ; or did he come to that belief subsequently, 
and by degrees ? Did he immediately announce his con- 
version to other Christians, or was it previously discovered? 
Does he desire to make his hope appear to be a good one; 
or does he evince a tendency to distrust its genuineness, and 
a.readiness to abandon it if it shall appear to be unsound? 
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Enough haa been said in other connections to indicate to 
wliat extent the outward life may determine whether one 
is in a regenerate state. The judgment is ordinarily, of ne- 
cessity, formed before any considerable portion of the iife 
is witnessed. And facts teach that observation of a portion 
of it does not warrant any ceitain conclusion respecting the 
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TEKATMENT OP INQUIRERS AND YOUNG CONVEETS. 

In the previous parts of this volume we have discussed 
the treatment appropriate to the classes of persons therein 
considered. A corresponding pi'ocedure in this part will 
embrace a discussion of the general principles pertaining to 
the treatment of inquirers and young converts. 

The first duty, in the treatment of a religious inquirer, is 
io ascertain his exact condition, before any specific appli- 
ances are made. The religious teacher should put himself 
in the attitude of the physician when called to visit a pa- 
tient. His first endeavor will be to ascertain whether the 
person is really under spiiitnal influence; and, if so, what is 
the precise aspect of his present feelings. It will then be 
important to ascertain whether he has previously been the 
subject of religious exercises. .Some knowledge of the 
past history of a religious inquirer is frequently essential 
to a pr<^er understanding of his present state. In case of 
persons who have come to yeai-s of maturity, it will often 
disclose examples of uni-ecognized or of unrecognizable 
regeneration, the treatment of which has before been de- 
scribed. Nor must it be supposed that an inquirer, any 
more than a patient, necessaiily understands his past his- 
tory, or his present state. These must be determined by 
the symptoms he exhibits, in addition to his representation 
of himself. 

The immediate end nnifonnly to be sought, In the treat- 
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racnt of !in inquirer ia, a realization by liim of liis lost con- 
dition as a sinner. Tliis is the condition in wliicli the soul 
passes from death unto life, and toward it iill treatment 
must tend. All the other features of a gracious work, such 
as suhmiasion, repentance, faith, love, and acceptance of 
Christ, under the influences of the Holy Spirit, arise spon- 
taneously when the sinner is brought sufficiently low before 
God. The production of these graces ia not promoted by 
a direct endeavor to exercise them, or by urging others to 
do so, but by seeking to induce the state out of which 
they spring. 

To urge the sinner to submit to God, before he becomes 
Bensible that he is a rebel against him, must, in the nature 
of the case, be ineffectual. He never can submit till he 
apprehends his rebellion, and he never will, till he realizes, 
to some extent, the danger to which it exposes him. To 
exercise repentance is impossible, till the sinner has a sense 
of sin. No man can love God till he becomes convinced 
of the justice of God in his condemnation. Nor can ho 
exercise faith in Chi^t, or accept of hirn as his Saviour, 
until be realizes his lost and hopeless condition without 
Mm. 

The question will arise whether the sinner, when brought 
to a sense of his condition, will not need to bo urged to 
submit to God, to repent of sin, to exercise faith, and ac- 
cept of Christ. To this we answer, that when he is brought 
to the requisite degree of self-abasement on account of sin, 
every instinct of bis nature under the control of the Holy 
Spirit will impel him to these things. Let it not be 
said that this gives to the work too much of a human as- 
pect. Conviction of sin, and all the features of a work of 
grace which arise as a consequence of this, are the product 
of the Spuit, but yet occur in a manner as strictly natural 
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as if the Spirit were not connected witli the worlt. The 
parent, in addition to punishing a rebellious child, does not 
plead with, and ui^e him to aubmit to his authority, to 
love him, and accept forgiveness, Wljen ho is made to 
realize the eonaequences of dieohedience sufficiently to 
cause his stubborn heart to break, he will only need to 
know what the terms of reconciliation are, in order to 
comply with them. "Urgency will be as needless now as it 
was useless before. So it is with the sinner. Means must 
be employed to bring him to a sense of his guilt; and when 
this is sufficiently accomplished, it will be indicated by his 
actual submission, repentance, and compliance with the 
terms of pardon. Instances may occur in which an inquirer 
will seem to be brought under such distress as not to war- 
rant the use of means to increase still farther his sense of 
sin ; but, even then, it will be unsafe to urge him to put his 
trust at once in Christ just as he is. The fact that be does 
not do it spontaneously, indicates that some farther change 
in his condition is required, — a change which none but the 
Holy Spirit, it may be, is able to discover. The actual 
yielding of the sinner, is the only sure indication that his 
convictions have attained to sufficient maturity. In many- 
instances this will occur much earlier than would be antici- 
pated by a watchful observer, while in others it will be 
strangely deferred. 

The main question, therefore, in the treatment of inquir- 
ers is. What means are to be employed to induce conviction 
of sin ? In answer to this, only some general suggestions 
can be made, since specific treatment for any ^ven case 
cannot be determined beforehand. Arguments to show 
the sinner his sinfulness, in.ay he drawn fi'om the require- 
ments of the law, or the higher platform of the gospel. 
He may be shown how he has abused the goodness of God, 
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or how lie has neglected the love of Christ, either or both, 
according to the effect which promises to be produced, lie 
must not be allowed, however, to regard any new views of 
his obligations to God and Christ, and of the imperfect man- 
ner in which he has fulfilled them, as genuine conviction of 
sin. Indeed, such means are seldom recognized as directly 
producing conviction, whatever unobserved influence they 
may have to that effect. The most important impression 
to be produced upon the mind of the inquirer, is, a sense 
of his absolute dependence upon the Holy Spiiit, who 
alone has power to convince the world of sin. No hesita- 
tion must be felt in teaching inquirers their entire helpless- 
ness, as the most efficient means of causing them to cry to 
God for mercy. Tbey should be taught, too, that, notwith- 
standing their dependence, tbey wilt have no excuse for re- 
mainiTig in an unregcnerate condition, until, in addition to 
making the most diligent use of all the means of grace 
within their reach, they have exhausted every power they 
possess, in pleading with God to renew their hearts. 

It should be remembered that the end of all treatment 
of inquires is not instruction, but the production of a cer- 
tain slate of feeling, since regeneration is emphatically a 
change of heart. Conviction of sin, or sense of guilt, is 
not a matter of judgment or understanding, but of feeling. 
Whatever instruction is imparted, hiust be used as a means 
to this end. If it do not tend to produce the state of 
feeling in which the soul passes from death unto life, it 
must be withheld, since the diversion of mind which it 
produces must retai'd the work. This remark is particu- 
larly applicable to aj:lults, in whom a merely intellectual 
exercise is quite likely to predominate and supplant a 
change of heart. 

Alarm, rather than eneoui-agement, is best suited to pro- 
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duee the condition desired. Expressions of encourage- 
ment to the inquirer that he will soon be successful, pro- 
mote self-reliance, rather than sink him farther and farther 
in the depths of his own conscious helplessness and ruin. 
He should rather be made to feel that his case is critical 
and dangerous, and that there is no hope for him except 
through a special manifestation of God's mercy, in com- 
passion for his most earnest importunity. Any treatment 
■which indicates a belief, or even a hope, that the inquirer 
is advancing, or which will allow him to cherish such 
hope, has the tendency to produce the opposite of the con- 
dition desired — to raise him up, rather than cause him to 
fall helpless and broken-hearted into the dwst, and cry to 
God for help. Hence the reason why rising for prayers, 
or taking the anxious seats, or a public acknowledgment 
of one's determination to seek to become a Christian, so 
often results unfavorably. The inquirer interprets the act 
as a step of advancement, and often as the turning-point 
in his case, whereas it should serve only to expose to him 
the pride of his heart, or cause him to tremble in view of 
having committed himself to the solemn duty of seeking 
his salvation. 

Sometimes inquirers are requested to pray audibly, in 
the presence of Christians or of eich other, in the inqniry- 
room. Sometimes they eien pray tar each other, and ai-e 
encouraged to do so. The tendency of this is likely to be 
unfavorable. The fact of then pnymg in company, and 
in turn with real Christians, and pethaps for each other 
and the cause in general, is m dmgei of leaving upon their 
minds the impression that tbej have some ability to per- 
form a Christian duty, or that they have done something 
meritorious. Tliey will be likely, like the Pharisee, to 
make capital of the act, and feel strengthened and built 
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up by it, instead of being reduced to the condition of the 
publican, when he could Eot so much as lift up his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote upon bis breast, saying, God be 
merciful to mo a sinner ! A person under real anxiety for 
his own soul, will not think to pray for others ; or, if he 
does so, it will dissipate his anxiety for himself. An in- 
quirer is sometimes found in a condition in which it may be 
serviceable to request, or even to urge him, in the presence 
of a Christian, to attempt to pray audibly for himself — the 
object being a breaking of his pride, which may be need- 
ful as the final tarnmg-point in his feelings. In such a 
case, he will be reluctant to comply with the request. If 
he is ready and willing, it is indicative that nothing will 
be gained. 

Sometimes Christiana have an ambition to sec the sinner 
with whom they are laboring converted before they leave 
bim, — a desire which is seldom realized in a genuine man- 
ner, especially if it is made known to the inquirer. The 
effect ia to divert both parties from the vital work of the 
Holy Spirit; and thus the desire defeats itself. Some- 
times the person is asked if he does not feel relieved, 
which has the tendency to dissipate whatever feeling he 
may possess. This is in direct violation of the position 
that when the sinner passes from death unto life, he is 
unconscious of the change he is undergoing. 

A not unimportant duty, in the treatment of inquirers, 
is that of watchfulness, to prevent tares from growing up 
and choking the fruits of the Spirit. This is especially 
important when the inquirer is approaching the crisis of 
his exercises. Then Satan ia moat busy in attempting to 
defeat a work of grace ; and unfavorable influences, also, 
are more harmful, than when the person is less deeply 
awakened. Hence any premature tendency to cheiish 
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hope, or to be hopeful, must be promptJy checked. If the 
person conceives that be is slowly advaDcing, or is grad- 
ually obtaining light, or has gained a little faith and is ex- 
pecting more, while he has not yet been slain on account 
of sin, these erroneous views must be corrected, A heart 
under the influences of divine grace, is to be watched like 
a garden of flowers. The noxious weeds of error will be 
constantly springing up from its native soil, while noth- 
ing that is good and trao will be produced except as it is 
impliinted by the Holy Spirit. 

The earliest and most simple state of reli^ous inquiry 
is Chat in which a person deliberately comes forward of his 
own accord, and states, with apparent honesty, that he 
has no special anxiety, but he thinks, as he always has 
done, that he ought to be a Christian ; and, having deter- 
mined to give his attention to the subject, he wishes to be 
directed. Concerning such a case, we remark, that it is 
not of a promising nature. A work of grace seldom origi- 
nates in this state of mind. It bears none of the marks 
of the ])eculiar manner in which God's Spirit begins bis 
work, and hence fails to inspire confidence in a happy 
result. Such an inquiry, however, cannot be treated with 
neglect ; it must, in some way, be met. Whatever specific 
means are used, the general aim should be to show the 
pereon hia real condition ; that he is under no special con- 
cem, and that be has no real desire to be a Christian, as ia 
manifest by his coolness and deliberation ; that bis attempt, 
moreover, to become reconciled to an offended God in such 
an indifferent and thoughtless manner, is proof of his blind- 
ness and hardness of heart, and an indication of the im- 
probability that God will regard his efforts with any favor. 
Congratulation of the individual upon having begun to 
seek his salvation, or the manifestation of pleasui-e or of 
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satisfaction in view of it, would be likely to cause him to 
tliink lie had made a good beginning, which would be 
unfavorable. Offering to assist the person, or to instruct 
him, or ] lay with him, m any sui-h minner is to allow 
him to dnw a smuUr infetcnco, would also be un[iojji- 
tious He must be made to see that he his> no sense of 
Ins lost condition or of his need of a bi\iour, ind that the 
work he contemplates is infinitely moie diftitult thin hi, 
suj poses This kind of treitnieni, howe^ei, must not be 
cauied too fai, else he will abandon the unleitiking 
Effoit should be made to fisten and deepen, if possible, 
the little inteiest he piofcsses to lia-\e This will be best 
accomplished by inducing feai ^nd trembling in ^ lew of 
the gieatness of the undertaking and the danger of his 
condition, and not by produting a feehng of liopefulness 
But, as his been said, such a beginning is not a fnoiable 
one, and it is difficult to suggest tn, itment for it which 
rfnll gue an J promise of success Cases of this kind 
coramonlj lesult in a premature and spurious con\eision, 
or, m a little peiiod, vanish altogether 

Another condition m which inquirers are often found, 
IS th it of desite to becomi, Chnstians, awakened bv some 
strongly selfish motive, such as that arising from the con- 
vei-sion of a very dear friend. It has been shown that 
such awakening does not commonly result in true conver- 
sion. Its tendency is to come to a crisis prematurely, and 
deceive the observer as to its genuineness. Such a case 
requires not to be stimulated, but to be made more thor- 
ough, and prevented from a premature development. It 
is better that the process should be checked entirely, than 
that it should come to a false issue. The selfishness of 
the individual's motives, and of his anxiety, may be ex- 
posed to him as a means of preventing bis indulgence of a 
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felse hope ; care being taken, at the same time, not entirely 
to check hia efforts. Such a case, howevei-, we are not 
able, even in imagination, to trace to a happy result, under 
any kind of treatment. 

Another condition of inquiry is produced by deep and 
sore affliction. This has also been shown not to be a favor- 
able kind of awakening. Appropriate treatment will be 
similar to that suggested in case of an awakening caused 
by selfish motives. It must, if possible, be prevented from 
coming to a spurious development. It is less hazardous 
for man to put his hand to a false religious exercise, and 
check or attempt to mould it, than to attempt to guide a 
real work of the Spirit. No damage is done by arresting 
a false experience. In cases of this kind, special care must 
be taken to ascertain the precise nature of the exercises, 
to determine the cause of the distress, and to show the 
person that it arises from his affliction, and not from a sense 
of sin. We cannot follow a case of this kind to spiritual 
maturity, having never witnessed the transmutation of a 
false work to a genuine one. 

Examples of persons who seem to be suddenly "sirwcA" 
under deep conviction, require cautious treatment.^ The 
first and most important aim should be, to determine 
whether the apparent convictions arc genuine, of which 
their strength must not be taken as prool^ as is too often 
done. If the convictions appeir to be meiely the lesult 
of excitement or ilaira, the endear oi shonld be to mstruct 
the person as to their mture, and especiiUj to arie&t their 

J Genuine cases of thh Irniil are rare Wp lin not mean iniwnoca ta 
whleh peiBons are euMenlv alarmed !iv some pm\ d mini oconrrenee, 
fVom which they sub^eqaently date thfir awaliPninE hut examples In 
wliich persons are inHtantaneou'ly shown the deep iniquity of their hearts, 
and are at once greatly distressed In ylcw of it 
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strong tendency to a fUlae development. If the t 
are genuine, and also very deep and violent, little aid from 
man is needed. There is no occasion to attempt to allay 
the pei-son's feelings. If they are the product of the Holy 
Spirit, they will be no more violent than the case requires. 
Kor will it be necessary to attempt to bring them to ii 
speedy termination. The Spirit's work will not be unduly 
protracted. Effoit to relieve the person of his distress is 
dangerous. 

The commencement of a genuine and promising cnse of 
inquiry is frequently referable to some trifling incident ; or, 
more commonly, to nothing sufficiently deflnite to be re- 
called, but to the combined influences by which the person 
is surrounded. Accordingly, such a case will not ordinaiily 
be discovered at its beginning. When first recognized as 
an inquirer, the individual will be found to have cherished, 
for a time, some special feeling. He will not have made 
up his mind at once to seek to become a Christian, and at 
the same time have announced his determination to others. 
This is according to the human, unspiritual idea of the 
work; but it is not the divine method. The Holy Spirit 
commences his work in the deep silence of the mind. The 
pei-son scarcely recognizes himself as having begnn to seek 
his salvation. He begins, at first, to be wrought upon, but 
not to work. Under the enlightening influence of the 
Holy Spirit, a deep seriousness and alarm are produced, 
which cause him to fear lest he shall never be brought to 
know the truth. His choked utterance will indicate that 
a vital work is begun. In proportion as he expresses him- 
self freely, professing openly and fi'antly to be very anxi- 
ous to become a Christian, is it indicative of a superficial 
work. In a truly enlightening process, the inquirer, on 
account of Lis increasing sense of guilt and shame, will not 
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freely make known his feelings until compelled to do so, 
which trill be only after a period of limo has elapsed.' 

Such a case must be treated with Bolemnity. The work 
must be viewed as being preStninently that of the Holy 
Spirit. Man may watch its progress with a prayerful heart. 
He may endeavor to shield it from unhallowed influences ; 
but he must be careful how he attempts to mould or guide 
it. It is safer to seek to deepen than to hasten it. In 
order that the individual may feel that his case is to be 
adjusted with God alone, he should be left mainiy to him- 
self, under the influence of the ordinary means of gi-ace. 
Christians must not be so anxious to give their advice and 
aid with their prayera, as to cause him to rely upon their 
effoita. He must be taught to seek for no prescribed form 
of esperieuce, either as defined by others or conceived by 
himseli; but to plead for the Holy Spirit to perform in him 
Itis own peculiar work, in his mysterious way. 

Christians sometimes attempt to assist the inquirer to 
discover the h ind era nee s which lie in his way; or they 
urge his submission to certain requirements; or his yield- 
ing certain points, which they conceive to be the terms on 
which he can receive salvation. This is an unsafe proced- 
ure. It is tlie Holy Spirit's work to enlighten the sinner, 
and bring him to the terms of salvation. Our Saviour 
could point out to the young ruler the ultimate test of his 
unwiilinguesa to comply with the requirements of the gos- 
pel; but tor man to attempt it, is presumptuous; and for 

1 That a work of the Holy Spirit eliouM ordinnrily commence thns, is 
aecordinR ro ti.e constitution of the human mind. All thorough and 
abiding mental changcB, witli rare exceptions, will be found to hare had 
Eiich a besinnlng. Undei' this general aspect of the manner in wlilch real 
conversions roost oommonly commence, we have room for that unlimited 
rnriety of manilfestation which has been spoken of in another connection. 
See page S3a 
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the Biniier to yield such points as are indicated by others 
or imagined by himself, to constitute the final test" in his 
case, can result io nothing better than a counterfeit of a 
gracious work. All genuine experience shows that the 
sinner never knows beforehand what point yielded will 
bring him true relief. It may not be impnident for a 
Christian, in an indirect manner, to endeavor to discover 
what particular obstacle prevents the sinner from obtain- 
ing pardon, and treat hina accordingly. It must, however, 
be done without allowing the inquirer even to suspect his 
aim. But such a procedure will, after all, be likely to fail 
entirely, or be followed by a spurious result. When the 
sinner is brought to the requisite sense of his guiit, help- 
lessness, and ruin before God, the Holy Sjiirit, who can 
control all minds, will order instrumentalities by which to 
bring him to yield the final point at issue, without any 
direct endeavor on the part of man. 

Nor is there occasion to congratulate the individual, 
when the change seema to have occun-ed. This is not 
only uncalled for, but unsuited to the tender, child-like 
state of the new-born soul. Better suppress manifesta- 
tions of joy, or even of confidence that the event baa 
taken place; and, while watching with fear and trembling, 
regard the occasion as one calling for humiliation before 
the mighty hand of God. The spiritual infant is not pre- 
pared to appropriate the naked statement that he has 
passed from death unto life. The new creature must be 
allowed a little opportunity for his renewed nature to 
develop and strengthen itself, under the nurturing influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, instead of being forced to re- 
ceive the strong nutriment which Christians are often in 
over-zealous haste to administer. He must first learn to 
breathe the atmosphere of his new condition, and then 
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receive food of the simplest kind, that he mny grow 
thereby. Teatiraony from others, that one has just been 
born again, is uncongenial and harnaful. If a person has 
been born of the Spirit, he will find sufficient evidences 
to feed upon, in the smiles of God, in nature, and in the 
incidental naanifestations of aatisfaetion on the part of 
others, which will providentially occur. 

No more delicate, solemn, and responsible duty is ever 
committed to mortal hands, than that of guiding inquir- 
ing bouIb to Jesus Christ, He who would contribute to 
such a work, must himself be under the Spirit's control. 
His endeavors must be not so much the acting of his own 
will, as the appointed medium of the Spirit's efficacious 
working. 

In regard to the treatment of the percons tinder consid- 
'eration, subsequently to conversion, and prior to a public 
profession of religion, it may be suggested that they are to 
be regarded not as religious prodigies, but as tender babes 
in Christ, It should be remembered that they are but par- 
tially sanctified, and are still susceptible of being injured 
by the unhallowed influences of flattery, or of overmuch 
congratulation. They are ill-prepared to be put forth at 
once as heroes and champions for Christ. They stand in 
need of Christian nurture and watchfulness, instead of 
being thrust forward into the front ranks of Christian ser- 
vice, as if, in their infantile existence, they had attained to 
lai^cr growth than Christians of maturer years. They 
should be encouraged to the performance of Christian duty 
gradually, and in hai-mony with the position that a little 
space is needed for the attainment of experience and spir- 
itual strength. 

Efibrt should not be made directly to remove the doubts 
to which young converts are commonly subject. These 
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ehoiild rather be allowed to have their coui-so, .&s being 
suifered of God, and probably required for the purposes 
of discipline. Young Christiana shoald not be told that 
they ought not to doubt, hut should be led to self-exami- 
nation, prayer, and humiliation. Thus removed, doubts 
result in Christian nuitura and experience. 

But one question remains to be considered. Should 
young converts be urged immediately to make a public 
profession of religion, and unite with a Christian church, 
or should they be required to wait a given period in order 
to test the reality of their change? According to the 
sentiments submitted in the foregoing pages, the reality of 
conversion is not a question of time. It is to be deter- 
mined by the religious experience of the person, his tem- 
per of heart, and his apprehension of spiritual things. 
There is no occasion, therefore, to require that the duty of 
uniting with a Christian church should be deferred farther 
than to give opportunity for the person's views and feel- 
ings to become so developed as to enable him to go for- 
wai-d somewhat trustfully and intelligently. Christians 
who are entrusted with the responsibility of admitting 
members to the churches, must become better acquainted 
with the legitimate phenomena of an initial experience, 
and seek for greater facility in detecting the peculiarities 
of a regenerate state; and according to their judgment 
thus formed, they must act. 



THE END. 
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